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Iarvir, reared uipon the ]caves of Sanibucms Canadc;zsis, are the largest that
I hiave ever seen. They mcastirc fully four and a hialf inch'les in length,
and have a dianietor of nicarly thirec inches. Tlhcy arc less comnpact than
those founduipon any of the foregoing lants, being very Iight and con-
siderably inflated. 'l'le chrysalis withlin 15 prol)OrtionaIIy large. In sone
parts of the country, along the borders of thiekzets and w'aste fields, they
are found in abundance, and thrivc hanclsomiely upon flic eider. The
rnoulting periods are shorter, anci the chirysalis stage is at tained at least a
fortnighit sooner than is uisual. At first, whiere plants more congenial to
the taste, are in close proxirnity,a disposition to stray thereto ivas discern-
ible. To obviate this difliculty, perfectly iso3ated plants wvere sclected,
îvhich proved highly successful. Frequent atternpts to rear caterpillars
before the first nîoulting, was over, upon forcigai plants, proved in every
case an utter failure. It is doubtless truc thiat instinct lias muchi to do in
the matter, but rnay it not be that the jaîvs and legs are so constructed at
first as to be only adapted to cutting and hiolding on to the Icaves of par-
ticular plant-species ? Thiis being so, with the furthcr devcloprnent of
these organs, wvould certainly corne the power of a-daptability to take
advantage of tlie changes thius introduced into thecir elivir-oumcnt.

The food lias ccrtainly rnuch to do with tlîc color of the cocoon.
Caterpillars feeding upon tlic leaves of the commion red currant, produce
silk of a deep reddish-brown color; while the leaves of the chierry, plum,
and the several species of Rosa, give a lighit brown color, bordering on
gray. Cocoons taken froni Spilw(a, Symp/iorica1;pus and Pruis sero/illa,
are invariably a grayish-brown. Thiere is also plainly noticeable in
caterpillars. fqeding, upon these plants, with tlîe exception of those feeding
upon Ribes rubr-um, a tendency to ligliter colors, w'hich in soine cases is
decidedly niarked, as in tlîe case of those feeding upon. the leaves of Priénus
domestica, wvhere the lateral tubercles often display a beautifuil peari
color.

Thiat food lias certainly niuch to do in determiining the sexes anîong
Lepidoptera, I tlîink lias been clearly shiown in the îvritings of Mrs. Treat,
and in those of the author, althoughi leading authorities are disposed
to think differently. But> notwithstanding thecir opinions to the contrary,
I cannot be deterred froni placing upon record my experience of the past
summer %vith Piatysamz'a ceqv5ia. As l)efore rernarked, quite a number
of caterpillars 'vere constrained to feed upon the Icaves of plants that
betra,,ycd anythiing but a lhcaltlîy appearance. It lias been already shown that


