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somewhat different fernis, the story
of a bright appearance in the -West-
ern sky, connected with a singular
dream, of tho emperor, wvhich the as-
trologers and soothsayers interpreteil
to mean that a great sage lîad anisen
in the West, wvho wvas ruler of a pow-
erful country namned Medina, and that
it wvas very important, in the inter-
ests of the empire, thiat friendly r'ela-
tions bc establishied with hlmii; that
then the Emnperor sent an emibassy
to Mohamnmed, who appointed tlîree
envoys, of NvIiorn only one lived to
reachi China, by îvay of Si Ngan Fu,
and afterwards settled in Canton.
This sounds wvonderfully like the
story of the introduction of Bud-
dhismn, and may be taken with. at least
one grain of sait. This mucli, howv-
ever, appears te be truc, that in the
early part of the Tang(r dynasty,
about A. D. 628, a maternai uncle
of Mohammed, Wahib Abi Rabeha,
came to China, ivas received with
mucli favor by the Emperor, and
established hinîself in Canton. P.
Darby de Tlîiersant states that " 1this
man obtained an authorization to
build a mosque at Canton, and, at
the same time, the rîght for lus ce-
religionists te profess freely their
ivorship in the empire." He then
gees on te say : 11Wahîb Abi Kabeha,
bis mission accomplishied, returned
te Arabia in 632, hlopingto find again
the Prophet, but on arriving lie was
apprised of luis death, whiciu caused
hii profound grief. He rested for a
time, and when Abu Becker had
fornîed the Koran fronu the scat-
tered leaves left by Mohammed, lie
took the hely book and set out again
for China. He su.ffered much lu
returning to Canton, where lie (lied,
wvorn out by the fatigue of the voy-
age. He 'vas interred in one of thle
suburbs o! the city, where his tomhl
remains until this day, an object of
veneration te ail bel ievers in the ex-
treme East. It is te hini that Mus-
sulinansare indebted for the coiustruc-
tieni of tlue mort ancient liosque iu

China. The first Mohaniniedan tem-
ple, buit afterwards il, the North-
wvest, at Si Ngati Fu, ene of the two
capitais of the empire, dates frefin
A.D. 742, fromi which. we may suppose
that Islam did not penetrate by land
into the north of the empire until
that trne. In the flourising period
of Kai Yuen (713-742), relates the Si
Yu Chien, Ilthe barbarians of the
West arrived en, masse in the I)liddte
King-dom, and, as by an irruption
fronm more than a hundred king-
doms, venioved at least a tlhousaud
leagues, bearing ivith themi as pres-
ents their saered books, whielh were
received and deposited in the hall for
translation of sacred books and can-
ons of the imlperial palace. Stairtîngl)
from that epochi, the religieus duc-
trines of diffeorent countries of the
West spread theinselves and ;vere
practiced openly in the empire or
Titng.'

"The flrst real nucleus of ha-
Iiedans of the West irnplanted lu
China Nvas a contingent of 4,000
Arab soldiers, %vlicel the Kaliph
.Abu Giafer sent, in the year 755, to
succor the Emperor Sou Tsong, nmen-
aced by the rebel .An-]o-ehan, and
wvlî, as a, reconipense for thieir ser-
vices, pierriû1tted themn te establisht
theniselves ini tie principal cities of
the empire. These soldiers, who
niarried Chinese Nvives, miay be con-
sideved the flrst stock: engin of Mjo-
hiam mledan Chiinese."

Tie above extraet contains the
substance of wbat is known concern-
ing the entranice Of Islam juito China,
and the account is corroborateci by
thie fact that tliose whio liave given
attentioni to the l'latter say tliat, the
Mohianinedan Ch inese are differenit
by race f ronm other Chinese; that in
thiein niay bc clearly reçog-nized a
ixture of Arabic, Tiii-kish andf

Chillese blood.
Frouîî this time, A.D. 7.55, or there-

about, until the latter part of the
IlilUt cetur11y the trade of Canton
with Arabs and other people fronm
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