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In all scientîfie stedies, tise true eîîd, and the
cnly end tiiat niaises tlscm veluabie, is tue discove-
ry cf trstîs andi the Lvood oif our fellow-creatures.
Tise love cf trsîti nîay bc ami end iiself - a maii
nay sievote iiself te tue acquisition cf know
lcdge, tc tise discovery of new truthbs, aisd tise flnd.
issg out et new inventions, fur no ctlser end tisan
tise pleasure wiîi lie receives front his course cf
stssdy or investigation witisout, iîscurring tise re-
proacis cf being ectuated by anv vîcieus prisîciple;
but lie cîîly proposes to imself tise truc end cf
science, wlîen togetsen wvth tise love cf it, lie f eeks
thse gond cf bis fchlcsv.crestlires, te enrich themn
xvith new means for tise casier acquisition cf tue
isecesitaries cf life, w-itis new instrumsents fe-r the
production cf additiossel comfurt and liappiness.
Tis is a matter se obviously reasonable, that it
saiglit well be wcndercd at, tisat a different opinions
and practice should have ever prevailed aînong
men who gave themselves te tise study cf visdorn;-
but it is a trutîs that edmits cf few exceptions,
tîsat ameng tisose of tise esscients wlsn %erc, by pro-
feSsion and by public ackntwlcdg"ement1 piîloso-
phers, tise pruper ohject or design cf thiîer busl*mr-%
was ovcrloed fer tise motpart. Theywere ex
celient at giving advices fer tise management cf
tise passions, but lsad sio rates te cITer for tise rais-
ing cf supplies cf food. Tiîey inqxîircd inte tise
nature of tise gods, but they made few experiments
upon the raw niateriais cf the cartis. Tlîey somsglît,
ta raise tise spirits cf nsen above tise ilîs cf life,
wlieu tlse sisculs! have studiîcd the Lest meas cf
1removsing tue mils cf Itfe. Tisey endeaveuîred te
make suen bcucer, but siot te make roont fer moure
men, or te remiove tise temptations te evil wlsici
were incidesnt te tlicir condition. They cmltivated
wcll the garden cf tise sou], ti.ey sowved it wîth
Isopes cf isnmontality asîd perfection, and inspir
cd a generous anmbition, a love of militanv and
litcrary fame, a love cf tise fine arts, and an ardent
patriotieni, and *Il this tlsey did wconircusly wcll and
have tiserefore been rcwarded accordingly %vitlî
tiseir just mccd cf imperislsnible Isenour. But be-
yond ail this, eemetlsing besides was requisite. it
iras nct enougis tiat men slsould be entertaincd in
tise tlseaire witis tise sublimest predactione cf tIse
tragic muse ; tlsey coulul iut laugh ferever al
the comedies cf Arisiophcs or Terence, more
cspecially se tîmose çtates wisere tise systemr cf do-
hssstie siavcny lsed citiier nover beca éstablislîed os
lsad afierivards been discontinued, crin tiiose %vhere
a larger mensure cf civil freedoin had focr tie
great mass cf tise people to be dependent, upc;
ilseir own re.ourccs--upcn theur ability te labour

and capacity tui invent. The &ncient plsilosophy,
admirable ne it -e.as for the beauty of its foIiagý,
but woîsderfully pensiriaus in substantial fruitsbe-
came during the miïddle agres, tise mnere playtising
and gaine of thse scisouls. Tise most refincd and
stîbtle spirits expendcd tiseir strength and exiseust-
ed tiingcnuiVt un questions, in the determina-
ion of wiiici, snankind nt large lied litle or no

bessefici interest. Tise science of tise ancients
liad a certain grace tisat rendered it attractive, and
tiseir dssqîsisitions un lawse eud politico, on morale
and the tiscory of education, on logic or tise art
of e.rpressint- one's reasoning, contein the soisnd-
est principles iand fer more traîli tîn ie to Le
found in most miodlern productions on tisese de.
partments of piiilosophy ; for a proof cf wlsich,
it rnay be sufficient to mention tisat the logic of
Arîstotie lias, witiiin a few yeers past, rccetved tise
snost satisfactory vinslscation, and ecqîîired a freah
aîitiorîty ie tise Esiglisis univeissteg, wlîile tise
study of it ias heen recommeeded by tise iiighest
nsanies ie tise Colieee of Edisîburgh. But al]
tisis-tse science tîsat is recorded jn tise works of
arîcient phîilosophera, became vitiated and ccrrupt-
cd iii tise sc!sools of tIse middie âges, insomucli
tisat je takingr a survey of plsiloscpisy durieg tiîat
space, we cannut but cossfcss the justice of tise
concludingremark; of lIeineccius:-"So nuinereus"
says lie, "jei the fanîily of piliosophsera, aîsd se
enscordant are tiseir o;îin:ons-since znany per-
sons, little bettcr than; fols and destitute cf the
love of trat, covercd et the ane time with vani-
cils personel vices profcssed tihe study cf wisdosss,
hsave slsowil *Isemselçes as examples cf tise useless.
nces of thoir discipline, is tihe opinion of P cenlain.
person, te be wcndered nt, who formerly said, tiîat
scarccly could a sic], ir.n be fcund to drcem a
ting s0 seonstrous, but soute phulo.,:opher nay be
:ýison te liave advocated itl?1 Nuwv, in modern
time, aîng tise great and majestic spirits who
devotcd themselves te tise studv of science, thse
flrst that eîîtioritatively estalhsed and clearly
posîîtcd out thse truc ed cf phiiosophy, wvas Frans-
cis Bacon, Lord Chun.-ellor of Enmland, ie the
rcigri of Jamies thse Fzrst. lc turned tise eyes or
philosophecra te tise r.eccssities and cires cf humit
life. Ile desircd te, do fer manknd, what a Ale-
chncs' Institiste le deeîgned te do forits asembera,
te put tlîemn je possession cf instrumenits Ur sacana
for tise bettereacquisitions cf tings necdfui and de-
sirable. lie dessderatcdl fer isuman life, substan-
tial impravcmcsit, more than tise dainty faire cf
,Ilbt1e diEquisitsosss. 1 remember when an cld
lidy gave orders te hien butier te brin- cake. and
,vine te lier visiters, liowv tisaS tlesignificant %vcrds,
ad bc-cf and h&mý' werc whsispered iuito tise tors'of


