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In all scientific studies, the true end, and the
only end that makes them valuable, is the discove-
ry of truth and the good of our fellow-creatures.
The love of truth may be au end itself* a man
moy devote himself to the acquisition of know
ledge, to the discovery of new truths, and the find-
ing out of new inventions, for no other end than
the pleasure which he receives from his course of
study or investigation without incurring the re-
proach of being actuated by any vicious principle;
but he only propuses to umself the true end of
science, when togethier with the love of ity he secks
the good of his fellow-creatnres, to enrich them
with new means for the easier acquisition of the
necessaries of life, with new instruments fer the
production of additional comfort and happiness.
Tlus is a matter so obviously reasonable, that it
might well be wondered at, that a diflerent opinion
and practice should have ever prevailed among
men who gave themselves to the study of wisdom;
but it is a truth that admits of few exceptions,
that among those of the ancients whe were, by pro-
fession and by public ackrowledgement, phileso-
phers, the proper object or design of thewr business,
was overlooked for the most part. They wereex-
cellent at giving advices for the mansgement of
the passions, but had no rules to offer for the rais-
ing of supplies of food. They inquired into the
nature of the gods, but they made few cxperiments
upon the raw materials of the carth. They sought
to raise the spirits of men abore the ills of hfe,
when they should have studied the best means of
removing the 1lls of hfe. They endeavoured to
make men beller, but not to make room for more
men, or to remove the temptations to evil which
were incident to their condition, They cultivated
well the garden of the sou), they sowed it with
hopes of inmortality and perfection, and inspir
ed agenerous ambition, 2 love of military ang
literary fame, a love of the fine arts, and an ardent
patriotism, and all thisthey did wondrously welland
have therefore been rewarded accordingly with
their just meed of imperishable honour. But be-
yond all this, something besides was requisite. It
was not enough that men should be entertained in
the theacre with the sublimest prodactions of the
tragic muse; they could not laugh forever at
the comedics of Aristophenes or Terence, more
cspecially in those states where the system of do-
mestic slavery had either never been established os
had afterwards been discontinued, orin those where
aJarger measure of civil freedom had forced the
great mass of the people to be dependent upos:
heir own resources—upon their ability to labour
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and capacity to invent. The ancient philusophy,
admirable as it was for the beauty of its foliage,
but wonderfully penurious in substantial fruits, be-
came during the middle ages, the mere plaything
and game of the echools. The most refined and
subtle spinits expended their strength and exhaust-
ed theiringenuity on questions, in the determina-
tion of which, mankind at large had little or no
beneficiul interest. The science of the ancients
had a certaingrace that rendered it attractive, and
their disquisitions on laws and politics, on morals
and the theory of cducation, on logic or the art
of expressing one's reasoning, contain the sound-
est principles snd far more truth than is to be
found in most modern productions on these de-
partments of philosophy ; fora proof of which,
it may be sufficient to mention that the logic of
Anistotle has, witlin a few years past, received the
most satisfactory vindication, and acquireda fresh
anthority in the English univeisitics, while the
study of it has heen recommended by the highest
names in the College of Edinburgh., But all
this—the science that is recorded in the works of
ancient philosophers, became vitiated and corrupt-
ed in the schools of the middle ages, insomuch
that in taking a survey of philosophy during that
space, we cannot but confess the justice of the
concluding remark of lTeineccius:—<So numerous™
says he, #is the family of philosophers, aud so
discordant are their opinions—since many per-
sons, little better than fools znd destitute of the
love of truth, covered at the same time with vari-
ous personal vices professed the study of wisdom,
have shown themselves as examples of the useless-
ness of their discipline, is the opinion of » certain
person, to be wondered at, who formerly said, that
scarcely could a sick man bte found to dream a
thing so monstrous, but some philosopher may be
shown to have advocated 27’ Now, in modern
times, among the greatznd majestic spirits who
devoted themselves to the study of science, the
first that authoritatively established and clearly
pomted out the truc end of philosophy, was Fran-
ais Bacon, Lord Chencellor of England, in the
reign of James the First,  He turned the eyes of
phlosophers to the necessities and cares of hunian
hfe. e desired to @o for mankind, what a Me-
chanies’ Institute is designed todo forits members,
to put them in possession of instruments ot means
for the betteracquisition of tinngs necdful and de-
simble. He desiderated for human life, substan-
tial improvements, more than the dainty fare of
ubtle digquisitions, T remember when an old
tady gave orders to her butler to bring cake and
~ine to her visiters, how that thesignificant words,
+and beef and ham’? were whispered into the earsof



