
ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

oxen in the forcst ail niglit. There were instances iu which. mon carried the
whieat (about a bushel) on their backs to the grist miii in Waterloo. Iii somne
familles, the wheat was boiled and made food of in Llht way; but the consequence
was dysentery, and this led to the use of cofiee mifla for grinding the wileat.
For years no settier hac! any thing, te seli, and a york shilling was scarcely ever
seen iu any person's possession. 'F rom these cxrcumstanees combincd witlî the
large grants of ]and te non-scttlers our Township nde, for a numiber ef years,
slow pregress in beingsettled.

IlThe folinding of the town of Guelph in 1827 or 1828, by the Canda Coimpn)ny,
through the agenc 'y of the celebrated Gait, enabled the settiers in Erainosa to makea
a start in the dire tion of prosperity, and for the iast sixteeu years the progress
lias been se great in imprevement, that our Towvnshi p is searcely behînd any ether
in agricultural improveiment, fine stock, steadings, and ciwcliing bouses. h
Sheriff scarcely ever gets nnythin- te dIo in Eramosa.Th

"There was for many years no taveru in the Township te tcmpt the first settiers
te dissipation and thirifflessness; and this together with their having geray
the unspeakahie advantages of an eariy religions eduicatiou, is, we doubt not, the
great secret of the prosperity of Eramosa.

lu the year 1826, the settiers lu this part of the Township feeling paiufuiiy the
want of public erdinances of religion, iiiet in Mrs. MceCormack'-s house, and re-
solved to seek the services of Mr~. James 13inck, et the Baptist Cburch, in preacli.

ig tettiem. Tie religious destituitio wnýs at that timneso great that sectarianism
or dcnomiuationalisni was scarceiy thouglit ef. For a cousiderabie tfite Hr. Biack
preachied once every two Weeks te the people in this partL of the Township; but
as they were not inelined te, jein the Baptist Church, they, at last, parted with
Mr. B3lack. while entertaining the highest respect fer bis piety and labours to Win
seuls te Christ. It was aise in 1837, that the firsi, week-day sehuel Wvas opened,
and Sabbath Sehool teaching comimencd.

"lFor some tinie after Mr. Black left, the people ln titis settietuent hiad very
seldomi any J)reaching. Iu thc ycar 18.32 a number cf the people lu this place
applied te the Syned et U-pper Canada for sermon, and preachers were sent newv
an d then te preacli te theni. At lat, ln the year 1834, Mr. Cliaries NLýichol was
settled paster et the cengregation, and after remaining for about two years lie
gave up lis charge. It was durinig bis pastorate that the Uow oid meeting lieuse
was erected; and it was ut that time eue et the finest churches in the county.
Fer some timie after Mr. Nichel had loft., the congregatien was supplicci with sermon
by preachers from the Upper Canada Syued, and ether cemmunities. The con-
gregatien, however, becamoe dissatiafied wvith the state lu cvhich they then were,
and counected tliemseives, on the 2ud et August, 1838, with the United Secessien
Cburch ef Setland. The Rev. Thoinas Christie and the late Rev. James Roy,
irom that peried te the end cf 1842, preached te the cong.regation a few fimes
yearly and dispenser! the sacrimeuts. Iu 1841, a branch of the Bible Socecty
was formed in this place.

Inu the beginning ef i 843, 1 was settled paster of the cengreg,,ation, and aiso
cf the congregatien lu the Irvine settiement. 'rie agreement was, the Erameosa
congr-egatien was te have two S.'bbnth's preaching for the lrvine cengrcgatien's
oee*. but there were se few, preachers et the United Secessien in the Prevince
ln those days, that I hadl very freqnently te, supy ether congregations; ceuse-
quentiy, botbi cengregatiens but slowly increased in nmeniberahip. The greatest
number cf hearers Nvhichi 1 lad iu this cengregration, durîng the first yeartf nMy
pastorate, was forty-five, including oilidren. The membership) ef this cengrega-
tien, whcn I became pastor, was 32. It is now 148. lu 1848 a manse was buiit,
and, in tlie wiuter cf 1849, 1 was loosed from tlie charge cf the Irvine cengrega-
tien, and this cengregation became my sole charge. Since that lime, a globe
cf 50 acres lias been.purcliased and p aid for, and during,, the past.year Ibis beau-
tiful edifice lias becu erected; and if ail the subscriptions wcre p aid, and we feel
confident that they will ail be paid, there %vill net be a cent of ddbt ou the wliele
congregatioxtai property. Truiy may we cf this congregation cxclaim, What


