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-#ond his Holy Spirit-of pesce and love'into-the heaits tf all his “tre
‘getvants, melting them into harmony with othier 'Chiistian ‘brethyen,
sand disposing one and all to say with irtenseness ‘0f feeling, ““let “us
sund our esteemed brethren be more united, so soon as the requisite
‘preliminaries,—and they should be few and simple, can be-arranged.”
Once more, on this poiiit, if the two Synods would hold a meeting to-
géther, not for sét discussion, but dor brotherly conference, spedkiily
face to face, and the blending of hearts in conjoint prayér;—why'two
‘hours thus spent would do ‘mere towards actual Union than -days ‘oc-
gupied in argumentative $peechifying,

I 'would just add that it is-of very great importance that as Mndiy
members of Synod ‘ad possible should be ‘preserit  on ‘an‘oceasion, ‘whien,
in all probability, the Union will'be made to ‘agsurie an aspedt -eithér
pleasingly favourable, or the revérde. If it does not nowapprogimite
to completion, it may, as Some have coldly ¥aid, perhaps be indefinitely
postponed, though its true friends hope otherwise. Lbtevery member
of Synod, then, feel thdthe has a solémn ‘Suitinons of duty-to Torénto.
Lét the Elders be there, it much thore than the ususl scinty numbers.
They will be, if not a ¢heck, yet a uséful balanice to ‘the 'ministérs.
The Elders are more directly the exponents of the views andl -feelings
of the people; and by their unsophisticated plain utterances.may be
wery helpful to the Union.  The Lord grant that a right-spirit may
prevail in both-Synods; and that ere long the grateful song-of acknow-
ledgement may ascend upward from a united Church in Canada,~—
“ God is the Lord who hath-showed uslight.” ¢ TheLord-hath done
great things for us, whereof we areglad.” Amen.
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‘The meeting of Synod is appioaching, and there seems'to'be a
-general impression that the-most important business likely to bebrought
forward is the proposed Union between the Free Church and our own.
In these circumstances a few remarks, which it is‘hoped will ‘re re-
garded as temperate and conciliatory, may not be out of place.

The importance of Union seems to be universally admitted. ‘Many
look chiefly to the practical advantages likely ‘to vesult “from it,
especially in places, which are numerous, where the two bodies, if ¢¢ 1-
jowned, might maintain a minister, bt where it seems hopeless ‘for
them to maintain one of each denomination, and where such a thing
is mot for a moment to be dreamt of, while ‘the two parties look scowi-
ingly at each other, and exert an influenct in ‘the neighborhood highl
-détrimental to both, and no doubt to the cause of religion-itself. But
besides sach considerations as these, and many others of an andlagous
kind which might be méntioned, Union széms to be itself matter-of
‘Christian duty, and ought by all Medns, consistent ‘with a ‘good ‘¢on-



