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Quesday, February bth, 1856,

The follomng extracts from lottors recently recoived
from the Rev, G, I1. Nobbs, Chaplain of Ditcairn's 1e
land, addressed to the Rov. T, B. Mutray, were Inid
Lefore the meciing :—

wPyseaten’s, Juno 20th, 1850,

# 11M.S. ¢ Ampbitrite’ touched bere Feb. 171k, on
har way to Valparaiso, from tho Sandwich lsauds.
Having forwarded my letters o short a uime before, 1
Lad uono ready to send by her.  Bender, hur stay was
0 8b0, 1 (24 Lours): and the buetle amd excitement
consequent on euch occasions preclude the porsitulity
of writtng, even did not ctiquette demaml wy attend.
ance on the commander. By this sbip 1 received your
letters, daled respectively, Oct. 8th, 1853, and Fel'y
2ud, 1854, 10 that you may casily concludo our postal
{acilities hre not firt rate.

4 I noted in my letter of Novemsber last tho arrivil
in gosd order, of tho numerous articles bronght to Val-
paraiso in tho ¢ Narwhal! I1, M. 8. ¢ Dido’ brought
them bither.”

Mr. Nobba then proceeds to relate the circumstances
attending tke deatly of bis eldest son Reuben, who had
returned sl from Valpararo to Pitcairn.  ‘Lue melan.
choly death of Daniel M'Coy by a fall from a rock on
the Island is also described.

« Such, and 50 sudden was tho death of Daniel M-
Coy ; & young man beloved by all the community, and
wmost desorvedly o, Huis the thid of the family,
whu bas met an untuncly end within a very few years
William N'Coy died from lock-jaw, occasioned by a
splinter of wood running into the upper part of his
foot ; Matthew M‘Coy, from wounds r~-~wed by the
accidental explosion of the * Bounty's{ ' and now
tho third brother, Daniel, by falling from a precipice
on the north-western sido of the istand. sy the God
of the widow support poor Lydia under the awful cal-
amity ! She has nochildren to rost hoe affections up~
an, but she Las a mother, and brothers, and sisters,
and sbio Las the sympatby of the whols community. On
Him, who, abovo all others, well deserves the namo
of Friend, may she place ker unwavering trust; to
Him let ber tlee asa very pretent Ilelp in timo of
trouble; and all will bo well, both for’ time and eter-
nity.

« Tho aumber of deaths on the Island this vear has
been six; a larger amount than bave occurred in any
onp ycar, since our unfortunate visit to Tahti. Up
to the present date the deatlis exceed the births.

“ Wo are tnost grateful that so larms o sam as £500
stg. has been eecared for our future benefit. I do not
think there will be a necessity for drawing a portion
of it for those next two years, if wa should remain hero
g0 Jong. If thars should bo a removal to Norfolk 1s-
land, that may alter the case. Tho next timo you fa.
vaur me with a jetter, £ want your opinion ae to what
I ought to do, if come families remain here, in prefer-
ence to removing Yo Norfolk Island, whenever an op.
portanity is offered them. I bave no chojce on the
nubject. I have mentioned it to my Diocesan, tho
Lord Bishop of London, in my former Istter; but I
should like 1o have your advico also. T thiuk it proba-
ble that some familics witl remain ; and I bave no ob-
jection to remain with them ; but of course I bold my-
self in readincts to go if desired to do so.

« T learn from letters from good Admiral Moresby,
that he has been busily engaged since bis return, re-
garding tho proposition for our removal. May hisstre-
nuous eflorts for our welfare, temporal and zpintual,
be attended with all the success be so unhesuatngly
anticipates. And may he ba spared.to witness the
beneficial results of his wisdom and liberality.

In another letter, which arrived at the earo time,
Mc. Nobas said,

¢ Diteairn’s Island, July, 19, 1855.

4 We have Divine Service twice on the Sabbath;
and a Sunday-schoo! for five classes (60 persons) aflter-
wards. The teachers are Jemima Young, Mary Young,
Jane Nobbs, Francis Nobbs, and myself. There iy al-
#0 public service every afterncon at four o'clock, with
tba cxception of Saturday, cn which days themen aro
uenerally out in their canoes fishing, and the women
busy in preparing food for the Sabbath,

“The Holy Commanion was administered on the
first Sunday of cach month. The total number of
communicaants is 78. At the age of sixteen, after dve
preparation, they are admitied to the Lord's Table,
Our :dsy school is from 8 in the morning till one, five
daysin the week. Edward Quintal 1s the schooluzs-

tor. [ atend every day from ten until the dismissal. |

‘Theso duties, wits, tho oara of tlis sicky keep me in
conetant employ  and, 1 am happy 1o say, beneficiale
ly 20, Tho young man who keops *ho school being ine
capacitated from Lodily infirmity for any other ocoupa.
tion, I have made over to him the pecuniary resour-
vesof tho school, to wit, ans shilling per month for
cach gcholar, paid in potatocs, &e. So that I am alto-
gothar dopendont upon wy stipend from the Society
for tho L'ropagstion of the Gorpel ; the moro eepecial-
ly as I iave now no beloved son in Valparaiso to con-
tribute tomy necessities.

* Nuvertholess, I will take my stand upon (heso de-
clarations of tho ron of Jessu; *trust {n tho Lord, and
bo doing pood ; dwell in the tand, and venly thou
#hait be fod’ ¢ [Io hath given meat unto them that
fear him. 1Ie will ever be mindiu! of his covenant.
But a greater than tho son or graudson of Jegse has pre-
sctibed tho lino of conduct imparative on the Uelievor
in these worde ¢ ¢ Therefore, 1 ray unto you, Tike no
thought,’ &e. &e. St Matr, vi. 25-33,  May 1 have
grace to appropriate thewn !

 Diteairn'e, July 16, 1855,

“Tho preater part of the commumity aro holding
thewmselves in readiness for a removal; and soveral
hiave relinquished boute-building. 1We are now on
the ave of yam-barvest, and though the crop is quite o
poor one, wo havo a good rtock of swect potatoes to
turn to; but fuw or nono to spare for ahip. Howaver
bumanly speaking, the pipcl of this yvear is over; and
petbaps by noxt March, wo may, if it pleass God, be
on our route for Norlolk Island. Ve aro going on ve-
ry comfortably at proscrt. Bothe church and school
are well attended, and a very great dogres of unam”
mity oxists.”

W5, —Sept. 14, 1855, Wo are all well. 1 for-
ward this by a whale-ship poing to Juan Fernandez.
We learn frow this ship tho death of the Czar: but
there is not a nowspaper on board ; so we aro still in
the derk. '

A letter was read from Mr. G. M. F. Young, the Js-
land Magistrate, dated Pitcaicn, Sept. 18, 1855. The
following is an ex'ract:—

« As Capt. Fremantle, of HALS, ¢ Juno,’ will call at
Tahiti on her return to Sydney, I embrace the oppor-
tunity of sending you thess fow tines. Tho ¢Juno’ has
been sent by the tovernor of New South Wales to seo
liow manv of our people wili reinova to Norlolk Island,
At the xey sest of the Captain, I assembled the Lead,
of the < * .ent fanilies togother, to know what they
intenged to do. Qac bundeed and fifty-thees have gi-
ven 10 their names to go to Norlolk Liland, which will
leave ot thirty-four bebind, 'Ob! jt is hard to
part from dear Pitcairn’s; but wo have seen and felt
tho necessity of doing 20, agd a3 tho Government have
made us the most noble offer that has ever been made
to any other pcople, we feel that it is folly to rofuseit,
Unless circumstances prevent them, I think that those
who have given their names will certainly go.

# Tha ¢ Juna’ is poing from here 1o Tabiti to wator,
from tbere she will proceed 1o tome other islands in
this ucean, and then to Sydner. Asscon as an oppor-
tunity occurs, the Governor will send a versol “to re-
move us, which tho captain says will be by the begin-
ning of the next year. So you seq that tho time is not
lonz when wa shall be called upon to bid farewell to
dear Pitcairn’s Island.”

) “Youthy Department.

THE TRESS OF HAIR.
0Y ALBERT LAIGHTOX.

A BixoLy tress of golden heir;
A sacred relic kept with caro;
A memory 0Of onc $0 fair,

Thet aogels left their hymnning band,
Aud came to earth, to tako his hand,
And led bin to the Unseca Land,

But ere he tred tho siarey way
That leadeth to oternal dav;
As calm and beautiful helay,

This curllog tress of golden balr,
‘This sacred relic kept with care,
Sho gathered from his forehead fair.

Qb, lingering o'er the treasure long,
A thousand tender memories throng—
Slhc hicars again bis cradle song!

And yesternighit before sho slept,
Bhe pressed it 1o Lier lips and wept:
\Warm teardrops down Ler pale face

While to her aching deart sho sald,
* Why mourncst thou that he {s dead:?
Ho sleepeth {n a peaceful bed

* Godl called him to & swect repore,
And he hath slepd throngh winter'’s snows,
Till now tho dewsr vioict blows.

* Ahove his grave—soft mosses spring,
And birds with free and happy wing
All day thelr heaven-tined praises sing,

** Ah, ves § with Joy the April rain .
Thrill's Nsture's breast—hat mine with pain
8igheils, ho will not comnq again,'

at.

- e e s~

THR IOUSKIOLD Y goOD XianT”

" Good night” A loud clear voiva from the sdairs
said that it was "Lommy’s.  * Dood night I* murmursa
Ittlo something from the trundle bed : a littla eome.
thiny we vall Jenny, that filled a large placo inthe
centes of one of two pretty large hidarts. ¢ Good
night 1" lisps a tirtla fullow in & plaid rifts dross, who
was christened William, about six yrars sgo.

* Now [ lay tno down to sleep,
I pray the Lonl iy soul 1o keep
If I shoutd die=~before~—~{—~wa—"
and the smail bundle 1n the trundle-Led has dropped
off to eleep, Lut thn brokon prayer thay go up sooner
than many lovg petitions that set out a great while be-
fore it

And soit was ¢ Grod night” all avound the Lome-
stead, and vary swect music it made, oo, in the twi-
light, and very pleasant melady it is now, as wo think
ol it, for it was not yesterday, nor the day before, but
a long time ago; so long, that Tomy i3 Thomas Some-

. body, Lisq, and has almort forgotten that ho aver was

2 Yoy, and wore what the bravest and richest of vs
can nevor Wear but « ge, il wo try—tho first pair of
toote.

And go it was ¥ gnod night,” all around the hours ;
and the children had gone through tho ivory pate, al-
ways left a littlo ajar for them, Into tho land of
Dreams.

PAAAAAN N NAS AN N A AL
THK UNGRATKFUL SON. '

The following incidont was rolated last year by Rev.
R. Waiser.

© Tho eyo that mocketh at his fathor, the ravens of
the valley shiall pluck it out.” Prov, xxx. 17,

This is a terrible denunciation against ingratitudo
to parents, and even to the present day is sometimes
virtually fulfilled.

Some ycars ago an Irish gentleman who was an ox
lensivo dontractor on the pullic worke, was reduced to
poverty by the proflizacy and dishonour of-an ungrate-
ful son, The old wman lust his wife, and to add to bis
dalamity, bis health failed, and to fill his cup of scs-
tow, he lost bis sight. Thus poor, fricndless, blind,
and forsaken, he found an asylom in the Franklin
County Almshouse, Pennsyivania.

While an inmate of this refuge for the afilicted, his
wicked and ungrateful son travelled that way ; ho was
informed of his father's situation, and that his parent
wished to ses him; and altbough be passed within two
bundred- yards of the almshouse, he refused to stop
and sco thakind father bobad ruined. Now mask the
result.

The very day bo passed the almshouse on his way
to Gettysburg, in an open carriage, he was ovortakeu
by a storm, and took a severe cold, that resulted in
the destruction of hiscyes. Hu lay at Gettysburg in
a critical situation until bis funds were exbausted, and
those who had bim in charge took him to the Franklin
County Almshouse,

The very day he was brooght in, his {ather, baving
died the day beforo, was carried out. He was put in
the same room, occupivd the same bed, and in & short
time followéd his neglected and bioken-hearted father
to tho judpment-scat of Christ. It isa foarful thing
to fall into the hands of an angry God.

Srlections.

DiocrsAN 8ysop~—~The following remarks of the
Bishop of Montreal, after the division on 1ho recent
mecting to form a Diccesan Synod in that Diocese,
will be read with interest :—

The Bishop eaid he suppored the vote just taken
might ba considered as expressing the opinions of the
meeting with respeot to the nécessity for tho forma-
tion of a Synod. He desired at that stage of the pro-
ceedings to meke a few remarks. He felt a deep
responeibility rested on himself in this matter, bus his
first wish had been to have it so biought hefore the
Clerpy and Laity of his Diocese as to enablo them &
understand folly the real state of the question. They
bad had something eobstantive hefore thom which had
awakened feelings of interest and called forth the
opinions of both Clergy ard Laity. But ke did not
desire to bave the constitation and rules for the go-
vernment of a Synod hLastily adopted. He wished
them to be duly considered and intelligently discussed,
It was not likely they could retein-all ths delegates:
bere a sofficicnt timo to discuss them as they should be
now, and he thezefore thoughs it, best, nat on accouat
of any threats of withdrawsl, but to ive full time and
opportudity. to all to consider them, not to proceed
fartber than to atfiym the necessity for a Synod on ths
present occasion. Ile bad never wished: to force
Synods upen bis pcople. Tboy..hac! been demanded

~




