rathier unfavorable to falr profits,
with low rates. There may be a lib-
cral subvention Trom tho public ex-
chequer. But other routes have that,
and the Dominion and the proviuco
annot at tho public cost mailntain
a transportation service that s not
in itseli profitable.

*“1 have only spoken of the carriage
of grain. There must also be con-
sitered ‘the possibility of developing
a great traffic fn the ‘transportation
of beef and live cattle. If the season
during whlch ships can set out from
fludson’s Bay ports will be a suita-
bie one for the shipment of Manltoba
cattle, then certain]ly such traffic
would xot be open to the objection
that is likely to exist in the caseof
aratly, because of the necessity of stor-
we, and it wounld surely be a most
avorable route in mauy respects, nod
anly fup live cattle, but for ourdatry
prouncts. Dut the other conditions
that 1 bhave referred to as operat-
g agalnst ithe Hudson’s Bay route
a~ compared with the existing route
—ine uecessity for o special classof
sups their use for less than half of
we Year, their inadaptabllity  for
competicge for traffic in other waters
—these all apply equally to the traf-
fie e eattle, beel and dairy products,
as to that in grain.”

1ALLAWAY TO THE BAY.

“There is also the question of rail-
way {rausportation from Manitoban to
the by, A8 a portion of such line,
1 woutd 8eem to be subject tosome
of the uynfavorable conditions that
would affect the line o! ships. The

roatt would be quite as expeusive in |

and cquipment as
railway. aud

than the

construetion

e average
el more s0
lines constructed ot the prairles of
Manitoba. The equipment in roliing
«tork would require to he particularly
heavy because an Immense tralfic
would have to be carried over it with-
in a short period. And unless kept open
for purely local traffic, which is more
than doubtful, part of the line would
he operated for but a part of the
vear probably but a short part of it.
Lookmg at tho history of other roads
it 18 difficult to see hov a line oper-
ated under such conditions would be
prefitable. Interest upon fixed charg-
ox and the cost of maintenauce would
have to be pald for the eatire year.
Its maintenance and operation wouid
be unusually expensive.  And at the
same time low rates of freight must
o maintained else there will be no
tratfic for the line.

un the wholp I am forced to thncon-
ctusion that there are conditions &t~
tenutng both rail route and water
r.ute from Manitoba via Hudson's Bay
that will plare them at a most seri-
ous thiradeantage. In truth I do uot
sce huw it wlil be possible under thess
cunditions—and they are natural con-
dittens which cannot be removed—that
by such a route our products can b
cariied to the British markets at
rates even as low as those which now
prevaul, ana av the same time with
jreitt to the carriers.

CHANGES IN SITUATION.

“[ jropuso to say a few words by
way ot pointing out tho remarkabfe
~airast petween the condlitions that
rXist today as respects the transpor-
tatten of our products and those wi tch
prevaded when, and for some years
arter  the agitation for the vpenmg
of 1th» route began., When the scheme
first «hallenged public attention and
evoked public sympathy with such re-
markable unanimity and zeal, Mani-
teta was without access by rall to the
Atiastic excepting through the Unit-

THE COMMERCIAL

ad S{ates, We had practically no grain
anmd absolutely no cattle to export.
Our people were looking forward with
hope to the time when we woufd
become large exporters It only reas-
onable rates of transportation w.ould
prevall.” .
QUESTION OI* RATLS.

The report proeceeds to point  out
that when the rataes were first ane
nonnced they: were enormously  hilgh,
belng equal in 31833 to 41 cents a bu-
shel on wheat from Winnipeg to fo-
ronto. To-day it is less than 20 cents
to Buffalo. The present conditions
are enlirely different, the rate per
hundred pounds on grain from Winai-
peg to Fort Willlam being 14 cents
when the full reduction takes effect
next year., In 188+ the rate from
Winnipeg to the seaboard was ¢4
cents. The fixed rate from Winnipeg
to the head of the lakes wiH! next sea-
sou be 82-5 cents per bushel and from
the head of the lakes to Bullalo the
average of dally rates during the sea-
som of 1807 was 13-4 cents per hu-
shels. ‘Mhero is o higher rate in the
spring and late autunm, but the facta
shiow the remarkably low rates that
prevai. ohice the head of the lakes is
reached. Mr. Fisher continues.

“Again we cherish a well founded
expectation that the rate from all
points in Manitoba to the head of the
lakes will in the near future be re-
duced to six cents per bushel. Mean-
time the channel of 20 feet in depth
from Duluth to Buffalo is about com-
pleted and its completion will sure.
Iy be marked by o still further re-
duction of rates for that section of
the route. At the same time tho
deepening of the St. Lawrence canals
fromt 9 t¢ 14 feet {8 being unastencd
and will next year, waccording to
present expectations, afford n  con-
tinuous passage from the head of the
lJakes to Montreal, 1or o vessel cap-
able, with her two consorts, of
carrying in one load 250,000 bushe's
without & break of bulk. As this, ac-
cording o my information, is cqual to
the very largest, and far exceeds tho
average, ot transatiantic cargoes, it

wil be secen that with the
completion of the St. Law-
rence canals much of tho

cxpeust now arising from storage anu
trausler tharges on the way, from
the mereased cost oi carriage in small
canal barges between Kingston and
Montreal and {from delays incident to
the making up of the ogean cargoes
from small barge loads, will be avoild-
od, and a further very substantial re-
ductiv, in<ured on this section of the
route. The deepening of the Erie
chanael from seven to nine feet now
in progress will secure a like resuit
between DBuffalo and New York., And
while acttifl transportation charges
ou ‘the different sectlons ol the route
are thus being lowered, Improved ap-
plinnco for the transfer and hand-
ling of grain, as at Buffalo ior in-
stance, are being utilized to shorten
tho thne and lessen the cost involved
in such handling, and that under con-
ditions that weo can scarcely expect
to duplicate at Hudson's Bay porte.

The fact is that when the agitation
for n lludson’s Bay route was atits
lhicight, we actually feared thatsuc-
cessful wheat growing in Manitoba
would Lecome impossible If we had
to shtip to Montreal or New York al
the prevailing rates, while the evi-
dence given before parlinmentary com-
mittees indicated that n  tludson’s
Ray ra‘'road would cut the rates to
tido water in two. With tho favora-
ble conditions of navigation i the
strait. which were at the same time
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presented to the committees, It seem-
&l us if the transformation problem
could 'be settled in the Interest of the
Manltoba farmer by no other than
the opentng of such a route. Thata
foew years would see the rates of that
day cut dowun to little more than one-
fourth was not for a moment drean-
el of.”
LENGTII OF IIATL,

“Tho ouly parts of ‘the existing

routes where to-day people can ordo

comptain of the rates is the part
between provincial polnts and  the

bead of the lakes. In other words,
the only obstacle in the way of our
having the rates we desire §s  the
length of the rail haul over which our
products have to be carried. But the

distance from nearly all points
in the province to the
rosts of Hudson’s Bay greatly

caceeds that to the lakes. From Win-
nipeg to Churchill by way of the Dau-
phin line 15, I I mistake not, at jeast
double the distance to Duluth us an
exteusion of the Manitoba and south-
eastern ratiway to meet existing hneg
stretehing in this direction from Du-
Juthh In the matter, therefore, of rail
haui, swhich is the only weak Jink in
the chain as regards the lake route,
weare a great deal better off than ne
would be with a line to 1ludson’s Bay.
Jlus longer rail haul, with the unfav-
crable conditions that would attend
rail transportation to the noith are
therefore serivus considerations ai-
fecting the feasibility of the route al-
togethier apart from the question of
tho navigation of bay and strait.
Taken even by themselves they aro
cousiderations which might not un-
reasonably be taken as conclusive
against the route in view of present
and probable future rates by the old
rcutes to Montreal and New York.
Then instead of its bLeing the fact, asg
was fearea fourteen years ago, that
cattle could not be shipped at all un-
less the Hudson’s Bay route was open-
ed, we have but to look at the gread
and growing traffic in the shipment
of Ine stock to Britain, and if I mns-
take not there Is not such compilaint
about transportation rates to the
seaboard in this particular brauch of
tratfic. And we know that the con-i-
tions of navigation in ilhie strait are
not what tho committes of our leg-
Isiature, and through it the pubiic,
were in 1884 led to befieve. The wiifi-
culty we know now s not from the
harbor ice lmiting, as the commitiee
thought, the period of nasvigation, but
Srom the filling up of the strait by
tlie Arctic pack, which was not shown
to the committee to be a serious fae-
tor for comnsideration. Instead of the
strait being navigable for from ilour
and a half to five months in the year
by ordinary vessels as the committeo
believed, 1t is practically never nav.g-
able at all by “ordinary’ vesscls. The
season for navigation by ships of the
special type necessary is short, snd
the natural and necessary cffect as

to cost of transportation, etc.,
of operating a line of sush
vessels, for such a short period

and under the conditions that mast ex-
ist, have I believe been fairly set 1orth
in this report.”

‘“When I suggest that the period
during which ships can with safety
Jeave a Hudson's Bay port is limited
to that Letwecen the i5th or 20th of
July an tho 15th of October, I de-
sire to make my meaning perfectly
clear so that I be not misunderstcol.
This pertod Is not the whole periol
of navigation in that chanael. Thak-
inz it from tho time it can bo first
entered from the Atlantic in the sumv
mer until the last ship Is like'y, from



