
'Ab if that would niake any difféece l'
O0f course It would make a difference.'

'WcIlI 'ongoiDg ln nov. You'd better corne.'
But Ad& turne back and gots oui again at the little gale. Maud opens

the glass door. Within is a loy, wvide passage, stili darker than the alleY.
with quaint olfasbioned prints in black (rames on the walls. At the end1
ci thir, antd running ut right angles with il, or tather ln the foim ci a T, il'
another and longer passige, with a wide-8llied window looking loto a gar
den. To tbe riRht 'sl the door o! Ilhe sitting-room, acti other doors are along
the passage. On the lcft is the kitchen, ail alight now with sunshlne
streamlng in throuRb the wide, low windov fromn the rick-yard, witb the
glow fromn a linge lire in the deep cblmney, witb refractions (romn silver and
glass on the welt-spread tea-table drawn up to the wlndoav, with the beam-
lDg face of cousin Margaret cutting up plum-cake ai the dresser.

1 Just ln trne, .'laud,' ilhe atouts benignly. ' Garde has come-and I've
sent bien up to his own old rooto. Run and take off your bat, for I've madc
tea, and the cbickens are belng taken off the spit.'

Maud doea ag elle is bidden, and emootlislher hair at the littIe black-
framed glass in ber quaint ltile rtona, wonderIng whetbcr bier cousin's four
years of exile bave changed him very mucb. He bas written to bier several
limes since then, but people's leirers seldoma show the changes in flra
aelvea-certainly not the outward changcs-whbich strike one so oeucb after
long absence. She wonders, too, with a little beari-b.-atinR, whetber ho
vili tb:nk bier cbsnged, and as pretty as she was ai fifteen. For Maud bas
a very pretty face.

She does not change ber brown-holland dress-it looka as neat and nice
as possible, with ifs linen collac and crlmson lie. She bad a neat ltle
figure foc, prettily rounded. Si sbe twisîs her long cutIs round ber fingera
-wbercon no rings glitter except one litile garnet boop, a biribday present
from ber cousin long ago-and looke ai bier round roseate checks and 8Dft
violet eyes ini the glane, andi smiles cornplacently a% the rellection wihich even
the green thadt of the littie ruirror cannot mir.

Then she goes to niee iber bero.
He i8 in the kitchen, standing in the middle of the floor, talking to bis

mother-a taîl, 8trongly.built young man in dark-bluc serge, with bis biue
stocklngs and knickerbockers, and dark wavy blaie parîed in tht centre of
bis bead. He bas a vexy dark, sunburnt face, with a dark moustache, and
a pair of keen, brown eyes.

He bas a fult view of Mdud as sbe cornes down the passage. Ht mcdos
ber at tb4 door, and, taktng bier band, stoops 10 kiss ber jaat as ho used four
years ego. Maud feels at home with him in a moment, the four years arc
as a dream that ls goe-as a abadow wben il departeih.

'Yon're Dot a bit cbsnged,' Garde says, looklng down at, ber witb laugb-
ing tyco.

' And you're tnt chaDged cubher-at leasi, not mucb,' shi, answers, look-
lng up at bien.

1 Wbert's AdaV cousin Margaret asks, glancing Up fron lier plate of
plurn-cake.

1 She vent round to tht farm-yard, I tblnk. W.- came back together
jnst now fromn the higb pasture.'

1 She'a witb the boys,' cousin Margaret supposes, not without reason.
Ada is witb the boys. Tbey are ail in the great dusky barn at this mo-

ment, wbere tht air la sweet witb the srnell o! grain, and tbe walts are lined
with tht great piled sheaves and beaps of golden-brown whtat. The boys
aze trylng to make a little wriry-balred itrrier letch a rat fromn bebinti the
threebing-machlne, and Ada watcbes vitbh interest, prepared to decarnp, If
tht rat is caugbî, before anything sanguinary bappens. Witb ber big bat
awry, andi Fu lu bier arrns, aile stands at gaz!, wiîh Fred at bier side, and
aack and Chichie urging on tht terrier. Oiaide is the sunny farm-yard,
witb wromen xnilking five leck cows ln one corner, and horsts drlnklng in

dnoha n ukadg8 andfin and ieo s sîaa ng tht ban or

,vith deep Interest depicted in their faces, for what is going on within.
II sec the rai quite plainly l' Chrche shouts. 'Ht bas got partly under

tht machine, osly bie ced bcad ie visible on the faîher side, b:tween the
machine and a ple of sheaves. if i had a gun> i couid shoot hlm in a
second.'

« Run for tht gun, Jack 1' Fred crics excitedly. Fred la a lathy lad of
nineien, wbo wili yet bie a finc.lookinig man, if bie dots not stoop so xnucb.
A litie drilling will do bau ai tht goond in tht world.

Jack cons for tbt gun only 100 willingly. Ada does not object 10 sec
the rat shot, though she would objeci to sec It worricd, so shc vaits the
issue calmly, standing in tht barn door.

« Boys-Ada-you'rc ail to come in to tea.'
Il Is Miauds voice, sud Adla turcs to look ai ber. She is standing just

outside waith-wborn 1 Trit forgotten cousin I Ada, wiîb instinctive
coquetry, betblnks ber of bier own appearance andi sbuddcrs.

tWcll, Ad& 1' Garde Rutbven says, goiog to ber andi holding out bis
band.

Sho shakes hantis with bina rather nQnchalantly, because she knows
appearances are against lber, and she dots not wrant to mako up for themn
b>' warnib of manner.

(To bde Oontinued.)
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dleie, as alwavi uro or le.-4 Juirel ent.
Tite best rW'iedy for tlls conaplaint
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THE TUA MXCANEY
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