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¢ As if that would make aoy differcoce

¢ Of course it would make a difference.’

¢ Well, 'm goirg In now. You'd better come.’

But Ads turns back and goes out again at the liltle gate, 1aud opens
the glass door. Within is a low, wide passage, still darker than the alley,
with quaint old-fashioned prints in black frames on tho walls. At the end
of thir, and ruooing at tight angles with it, or rather inthe form of a T, s
avother and longer passige, with a wide-ailled window lookiog into a gar
den. To the right {8 the door of the sitting-room, atd other dvors are sloog
the passage. Oo the left is the kitcken, all alight now with sunshine
streaming in through the wide, low window from the rick-yard, with the
glow from a huge fire in the deep chimney, with refractions from silver and
glasa on the well-spread tea-tsble drawn up to the window, with the beam-
ing face of cousin Margaret cutting up plum-cake at the dresser.

¢ Just in time, Maud,’ she smiles benignly. ¢ Garde has come—and I've
scot him up to his own old room. Ruo and take off your hat, for I've madc
tea, and the chickens are being taken off the spit.’

Maud does as she is bidden, and smooths her hair at the little black-
framed glass io her qualnt little room, wonderlog whether her cousin’s four
years of exile have changed him very much, He has wrilten to her several
times sloce thep, but people’s letters seldom show the changes in them-
sclves—certainly not the outward changes—which strike one so much after
loog absence. She wonders, too, with a little heart-b2ating, whether ho
will thik her changed, and as pretty as she was at fificen. For Maud has
a very pretty face.

She does not chaoge ber brown-holland dress—it 100ks as neat and nice
as possible, with its linen collar and crimson tie. She had a neat listle
figure too, prettily rounded. S she twists her long curls round ber fingers
—whereon no rings glitter except one little garnet hoop, a birthday present
from her cousin long ago—and looks at her round roseate cheeks and soft
violet eyes in the glass, and smiles complacently st the refiection which even
the green chade ot the little mirror cannot mar.

Then she goes to meet her hero.

He is in the kitchen, stacdiog in the middle of the floor, talkiog to his
mother—a tall, strongly-bullt young man in dark-blue serge, with his blue
stocklogs and knickerbockers, and datk wavy hair parted in the centre of
bis head. He bhas a very dark, sunburnt face, with a dark moustache, and
a pair of keeo, brown eyes.

He has a full view of Maud as she comes down the passage. He mects
her at th. door, aud, taking her hand, stoops to kiss her just as he used four
years ago. Maud feels at home with him in a momsnt ; the four years are
ag a dream that {s gone—as a shadow when it departeth.

. *You're not a bit changed,’ Garde says, looking down at ber with Jaugh-
ing eyes.

¢ And you're oot changed elther—at least, not much,’ sho answers, look-
ing op at him.,

¢ Where's Ada ?* cousin Margaret asks, glaociog up from her plate of
plum-cake.

* She went round to the farm-yard, I think, We came back together
just now from the high pasture.’

¢ She’s with the boys,’ cousin Margaret supposes, not without reason,

Ada is with the boys. They are all in the great dusky bara at this mo-
mont, where the air {8 sweet with the smell of grain, and the walls are lined
with the great piled sheaves and heaps of golden-brown wheat. The boys
are \rylog to make a little wiry-halred terrier fetch s rat from behind the
threshing-machine, and Ada watches with interest, prepsred to decamp, {f
the rat is caught, before anythiog sanguinary bappens. With her big hat
awry, and Fon in her arms, she stands at gaze, with Fred at her side, and
Jack and Cherlle urglog on the terrier. Oateide is the suony farm-yard,
with women milking five sleck cows in one corner, and horses drinklog in
another, and ducks and geese and hens and pigeons quacking and cackling
and coving in the low sunshioe, and the dsiry door open, showing a glimpse
of cool flagged floor and great rouand shallow yellow pans full of milk and
cream,

The tertier is eviden:ily not ciever at cathing rats. Three or four other | -

dogs are excluded from the affair, and sit or staad outside tbe barn door,
with deep Interost depicted in their faces, for what is going on within.

¢1 see the rat quite plainly I' Charlie shouts. ¢ He has got partly under
tbe machine, oaly his red hezad is visible on the father side, between the
machine and a pilc of sheaves. If Ihad a gup, I counld shoot bim fn a
second.’

*Run for the gun, Jack ! Fred cries excitedly. Frod is alathy lad of
nineteen, who will yet be a fine-lookiog man, if he does not stoop so much.
A liutle drilling will do hin all the good in the world.

Jack runs for the gun only too wiilingly. Ada does not object to see
the rat shot, though she would object to see it worried, so she waits the
issue calmly, standing in the bara door.

¢ Boys—Ada—jyou're all to come in to tea.’

It is Maud’s voicc, aud Ada turos to look at her. Sheis standiog just
outside with—whom? Tne forgotten cousin! Ads, with iostinctive
coquetry, bethinks ber of her own appearance and shudders.

* Well, Ada}' Garde Ruthven says, goiog to her and holding out his
haod.

Sho shakes hands with him rather nqochalanily, because she knows
appearances are against her, and she dozs not want to mako up for them
by warmth of manaer.

(To bs Continued.)
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INFLUENZA,

Or La Grippe, though occasionally opi-
demic, is always tuure or less prevalent.
The best remedy for this complaint
is Ayer’s Chorry Pectoral.

“Tast Spring. I was taken down with
La Grippe. At umes I was completely pros-
trated, and so difficult was my breathing
that my breast seemed as if confined in an
fron cage. 1 procurcd a bottle of Ayer's
Cherry Pectoral, and no sooner had 1 began
taking it thanrellcf followed. I couid notbe-
leve that the effect would besorapid atd tho
cure socomplete. tistruly a wonderfulmed.
Icine”’—Y. H. WiLL1axs, Crook City, S. D.
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and Elmsdale, under proposed contracts for
four years from the 18t Apzil next.
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may bo seca and blank forms of Tender may
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oach route, and at this office.
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TEAS FIRST' HAND.
THE TEA CHCHANCE,

18 and 20 Duke Strest,
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.

JOHN MACKAY, F. \v. DIMOCK,
Travelliog Represeatative Broker.
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