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THE CRITIC.

MUTTERINGS AND GROWLINGS.

So the miserablo hound Riel is at last the captive of our bow and of
our spear, and already the beginning renders the end all too phainly
discornible.  Alveady ho who runs may read the proparation for a course
of shuftling, dodging, and eventual truckling to the detestable Fronch in-
fiuence to which wo have periodically to bow down, like unto that which
aforotune set this mischiovous and craven cur freo to bo the instrument ol
shedding s soa of blood, mvery drop of which was more precious than that
of Riel and his whole mongrel crow to boot.

Tho WWeek was abused somo time ago for hinting that General Middlo-
ton was trammelled from the first by instructions from Ottawn a8 to the
disposal of tins Incarnation of Impudenes, It mildly adhered to the
posaibility that it was not mistaken, and the event proves it to have been
nght. It is a disgraco to the conduct of the campiign that the General
should have been compelled to offor any terms o1 protises to the 1ehel
Ho should have been left freo to court-martial him as soon as caught.

It 18 not oreditablo that he should be allowed to speak in the Goneral's
tent, in the way of offering remarks, as ho is reported to Lo permitted to do.
He should not bo allowed to open his mouth except in answer to the sternest
questions. He should bo treated as ono treats arattlesnake, and in no way
oléo. I neither know nor care how many are likeminded with myself (in the
North West and ju Ontario they mighit be counted hy thousauds) but 1
have not a shadow of hesitation in saying that nothing but Riel's life,
worthless as it is, can furnish atonement tor the incaleulable evil ho has
brought to paes. 1 would hang him fur poor Scott's murder alone ; to say
nothing of the sixty or soventy valuable lives of Canadian soldiers which
have been sacrificed on thae altar of his French presumption aml vanity.
To say nothing of the Half-breeds bo has deluded to their death—the
homestoads ravaged—the priests and civilitns murdered—the women
enduring the agonies of Indisn captivity—tho setting back of the rapid
riso of the Territories towards wealth and comfort.  If there is any gal-
toring with justico (as there assuredly will be) in dealng with this
wurderous ruffian, I trust it will be remembered against the Government
at tho next clection. I know some who will not forget it.

Oue thing satisfactory, which, in all reason. and by all right, should
evolve itsclf out of the exigencies caused by Riel’s upriging, is o more
wholesome stato of public feeling with regard to the Militia. It is always
tho unexpeeted which uceurs, apd who shall ray when some other occasion
shall arise at which the absolute necessity of an efficiont de.+estic military
force shall make itself felt. It may bo romembored that occasion has, in
fact, existed before now. About oight years ago, when the railway people
struck, the Queen’s Own had to be sent to Belleville. ‘T'here rivting had
begun, and the presence of that excellent regiment had the best effect.

Honceforth, in view of the altogether admirble behavior of the troops
in their maiden field, subjectod to the most trying kind of fighting to
which men can be set, ] suppose pecple who do not happen 1o have a
turn for soldiering will have tho Jecency to refrain from sicers at the
Militia of their rountry.

I have alwa) 5 maintained (and I have beer thirly yearsa volunteer
officer, twonty-cight in Cannda) that the world had no finer material for
soldiors than Canada. 1have ever endeavored to lead oflicers to think
highly of their position and of their men, and 1 am 1cjoiced (huwever
unhappy the occasion) to find my opinions so unmistakably confirmed.
I am infinitely glad that vo linperisl truops have been present to over-
shadow tha conduct of our vwa furces in a campaign which ought to give
us full confidence in them ; and I trust no decorations will wmar the senso
of the simple performance of duty. Ithink we do not want to sco a
fresh army of K.C. B.’s and C. M. G.’s. Wo have more than enongh
already.

It has always beon my endeavor to instil into the corps to which I
have had the honor to belung, a sense that the Canadian Mihita 13 an
institution per se—a nativnal army of the best sort, which, properly sup-
ported, will always obviate for us tho necessity of any consudorable
standing army, and not a gaping copyism of Impenal mihitary traditions,
many of which are cumbrous and cunvenuvpal to tho last degroe, and
oentirely unfit for Canadian vatumlizitivn. The red-tapo complications of
« war office forms,” and modes of payment, stoppages, cte., we aro happly
freo from to a great extent, and vur disciphino can never 1o the naturo of
things. bo of tho distant character of that of the Impenat servico, nor 18
it in the least desirable that it should be. But I do hope that the present
omergency will result in a proportion at least of every battalion, boing
supplied with efficient necessaries fur taking the ficld at a moment's notico.
1f our splendid Militia had been well provided, a large portion of the
oxpenso of the present campsign would have been saved, and it should
always be borno in mind thut the expenditure for militia training goes out
of one pockot of tho country into the other.

Tho Evening Mail of the 13th, has nearly two columns of very inter-
esting matter on tho « Rovised Old Testament.” It 13 suggestive of a fow
remarks which I may boe able to send you next week.

¥Fravc-Tingur.

Corvep.—A Yankee cditor announces that ho will take corn in pay for
his papor, and that he will takoe it in the ear if ho can't get it otherwise.
Either this vditor publishes a very cheap paper, or hio has very largo oars,
An ordinary car will not hold threo ha'p'orth of corn.

RECEIPTS.

A Prate Powper.—Poliahers’ putty and burnt hartshorn. of cach four
ounces ; prepared chalk, vight cunces.

Reneny von Loosk Teeri— When the front teeth become looso with-
out apy apparent cause, o dizeased state of the guws iy be suspectod.
Sometimes-—nay, often—tho teeth may be set firm again by washioyg out
tho mouth three or four mornings running with tineture of myrrh, nbout
o teaspoonful in a third of a tumbler of water. Tho following is alzo a
goud mouth wash :—Iufusion uf roses, six ounces; borax, one ounce:
horoy of roses, oue ounce.

“Ruwpe StEAks AMD OVSTER SatcE.—Wash tho oystors free from grit,
stgaim their liquor, aod put some of it, with as much wator, 1nto a rauce-
pail, with a blade of mace, sume lemon peel, and ground white pepper;
udd Dutter and four, rubved together, and boil up; take out the mace
and lomon peel, put in the oysters, and a spoonful of mushroom ketchup
simmer 8 few minutes, and pour into a turcen. If too much of tho
oyster liquor bo used the sauce will bo tuo salt. A hittle crenms o fine
%dditiou. The sauce should resemble thickoned gravy rather than melted

utter,

Tansive with GuyvceriNe.—The property of glycerine to preserve
leather has been known for a long time ; it is now pioposed to employ it
in tanning, to increaso tho elasticity and resistance of tho leathor. This
system of tanning is particularly adapted to straps and belts of machi-
nery, a8 it keeps them from drying and eracking. It is only necessary to
immerso the leather, tanued in the usual manner, in a bath of glycerine,
and to leavo it for several weeks, when the pores will be impregnated
with a greasy substance, and the leathor will bo found to be much moroe
clastic and tenacivus.

CLeaNING Sitk.—Use potato-water for all colours and kinds: grnto
somte potatoes into culd spring water, say a large potato to overy quart
of water, of which tive or six wiil do for a couple of dresses. 1f for
very light silk, paro the potatoes : if any very dark, merely wash thom
clean,  The pwmof water must not bu stirred iv the least for forty-eight
hours ; then very slowly, and steadily pour off’ the clear liquor, but not a
particle of the sediment, into «n open vessel— a bath, or such liko. Dip
the picces of silk into this liquid up and down a few times, without the
least creasing thom ; then wipe them on a flat tablo with a clean towel,
first ono side, thon the other. Itisas well to hang cach one as dipped
upon a Jino to allow the drops to drain off a littlo before wiping. llave
o dawp cloth to cover them in till thoy aro dome, then iron ono way on

tho soiled sido. 1t ix astonishing to seo how nico a dress looks done in
this wanner.

———— <l s

HEarTLESS WoMEN.—]t i a great mistake to suppose thab a woman
with no heart will bo an casy creditor in tho exchange of affoction.
There is not vn carth a more merciless exactor of love from others than a
thoroughly sellish woman ; and the more unlovely she grows, the moro
jealously and scrupulously sho oxacts love to the uttormoa, farthing.—
AMrs. Stence,

Whaiters axp THEIR Cuanractens.—Great writers chango thomsolves
into each ono of the characters that are to be represented, and speak in
them like ventriloquists, now in the hero, and then in a young, innocent
maiden, with equal truth and naturalness, as Shakespeare and Goethe.
Writers of tho second rmnk chang~ the characters to be represented into
themselves, as Byron ; whence thy secondary characters aro as lifeless as
the main characters in the works of the mediocre.

CiirasstaN SLaves.—The porsons who destre to buy them como and
make their choice, and often sume of tho most beautiful are bought by
the rich pashas, beys, and ladies, to Lo suld again in the palace. Tho
sister of the Sultan also makes an annual present of ono to hor brother ;
50 that there are searcely ever leas than fise hundred of these charming
creatures in {he imperial harem, Yusides his majesty's wives. They aro
employed in domestic service and tu wait on the Sultan.  Then thero are
the duncing girls, the seerctatics, e, —in fact, thuy all have thoir assizned
places and occupations.  Should auy attrmct the faver of the Sultan, she
beeomes his favorite.  These Circassian girls becume vory sad at tho loss
of their libeity (for they rarely gu out), they feel sv much the want of
somo one on whom thoy can bestow their affections, and have them
reciprocated, that they become melancholy and dio at an eatly age.

StriNGgENey oF Passrorts.—An illustmation of the stringency of the
Russian passport regulations was recontly given in the &f. Detersbury
Gazelle. The village of Volotchik, on the Galician frontier, wasa weok
or {wo oago surprised by afire. Of course there was no engins 1 the
placo. Prompted by a feeling of neighborly charity, the Austrian town
of Brody despatched ils corps of fircmen with all speed to the assistance
of tho distressed villago- They made for the frontter at a brisk gallop,
but on arriving there they wero stopped by the Douane soldiers, and
grufly reminded of their omission to provide themseclves with passports
for the nocturnal trip. They could not, therefore, bo permitted to cross
tho fronticr, but had to return to Brody, their way home being Jighted up
by the Names which thoy had set out to quench.

A DotrLar ror a Kiss.—A Western travoller camo up to a log cabin
aud asked for a drink, which was supplied Ly a good looking young
woman, Asshe was the first woman he had seon for soveral daye, ho
offered hor a dollar for a kiss. It wzs duly taken and paid for, and tho
young hostess, who had never scen a dollar before, looked at it & momont
with somo curiosity, thon asked what sho should do with it. ITo roplied
what sho chose, ns it was hers.—'¢ If that's tho caso,” said she, * you may

tako it back, and givo mo anothor kise.”



