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mooe undoubtedly, it the other side had not oversized his pile.” In Eng-
, we are pl 10 nntice, the electiun Jaw seems able to cope with the
evil. But itis only of late that this has been the case. Formerly, and
upeohllé duting the last century, bi:bery pervaded the whole political sys-
tem of England. Walpole's ssying, that “every man has his price,”
was Amply ?\miﬁed by his own experience ; and the evil continued almost
unabated down to the election before the last. In that campaign, $7,500,000
were spent for election purpoees, including, of coutse, the price of votes.
But since then, 1883, the present rigorous election law was made. This
limits the total amount which it is lJawful to spend at an clection. Thus a
borough of 2,000 electors is allowed £350 for each candidate, while the
maximum for a constituency of 66,000 electors is £3,000. This sum must
cover all expenscs—printing, postage, hiring rooms, clerks, teams, and
everything nccessary in a campaign,  All disbursements are to be made b

one person, either the candidate himself or his agent. An account, wit

vouchers, is kept of all payments made, and after the elections, this has to
be sworn to before'the proper officers. In the firat elections held under the
new Act, only one case was discovered in which the expenditure exceeded
the prescribed limit ; and in that case, though the expenditure was acciden-

tal, the successful candidate, Mr. Jesse Collins, was unseated. .

. Itmight be diffcult to apply such an election law to our Canadian elec-
tions, because it would not be easy to arrange an equitable schedule of
expenses for the different constituencies. But difficult legislative tasks
must be undertaken, and our legislators could not be better employed dur-

the couning session than in making a law to purify in some measure the
itical atmosphere. Corrupt practices at elections have a demoralizing
effect upon the masses. In a certsin section of London, at a recent elec:
tion, many would not go to the polls because, as they indignantly protested,
tb.go“ always had got a quart of ale for voting, and they wouldn't vote
without it.”  Men who will sell their birthright, and throw into the wrong
scale their influence upon the destiny of their country for a quart of ale or
> sum of mon.y, ought to be deprived of the franchise, Any legisla-
tion T:h this question should aim at disqualifying unworthy voters as well as
unworthy .

>
THE WINTER PORT AND THE BRIDGE AT QUEBEC.

The Montreal Bulletin, in a leading article, condemns Halifax as & win-
ter pott, pointing out that the blockade of freight at Richmond depot
during this winter has been most disastrous to the merchants of Montreal,
and averring it would be far better to have Portland, Boston, or New York
their recognized winter port, rather than submit to the paralyzation of their
trade in this outrageous manner., As a commercial paper, the Bulletin has
always sustained the claims of Halifax to being the winter port of the
Dominion, but we think our contemporary is somewhat hasty in its unquali:
fied condemnation of Halifax as a port during the winter season, It
frankly admits that the falure is the result of the lack of the rolling stock
upon the I. C. Railway, and not due to the snow blockades on the road.
For this deficiency in rolling stock, Halifax is in no way responsible, but
those interested through the Chamber of Commerce should call the atten-
tion of the Government to the inadequate cquipment of the railway, and
take such other steps as would effectually prevent the annoying delays of
freight, of which the Montreal merchants complain. The Bulletin, how-
ever has completely overlooked the fact that the Grand Trunk, even more
than the I. C. Railway, is responsible for the tardiness of the delivery of
freight shipped west from Halifax. In time, we may bave tke short line to
Montreal to overcome this difficulty ; but to our mind, all that is required
to prevent further complaint of Halifax as a winter port, is a brgggo at
Quebec, which would at once place the G. T, and C. P. Railways in com-
petition for the trade. The building of that bridge is manifestly of vital
wpportance to the commercial interests of Halifax, but hitherto we have
been content to allow Quebec to be the sole advocate of its construction,
never having l&lven ber that support which the merits of the scheme deserve.
We should like to hear Mr. Pickford, or some other well-known shipper,
give the Chamber of Commerce his views on this question. It is, we think,
one that deserves the consideration of that body, and onc which, if con-
sidered in a broad light, and without reference to localism, could not fail to
convince the members of the Chamber that the construction of the bridge
is even more important than we have represented it to be.
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WHITE SLAVERY.

Under the farming-out system, the class of people who take )
board, are mostly but one remove abave pauperism themxlvu,m in
cases where the paupers are taken as servants. The usual price paid for
&ebmrddwad#tisdpmqudollgamhehﬂdm hal;‘-ptige. !;*
very moall margin, if any, is estimated for medical attendance, judging
thexemotutii:du,éuinmhloalim Uponthonitansilbuu’l
the calculation for the annual vote for the support of the helpless and

m’

Dmmaomtoftbe sanual vote in many placss is subject to a
vesy considerable discount. A middle man, calied an Indemaifier, engages
%o provide necessaries for all the prupers of & given district for a Jump sum.
For this office of Indemnification_there is competition, 30 that a private
auction of downward hids, with vigorous canvassing, is often the result,—
a3 aleo in the case of ing boarding places from the lowest bid-
evading that clause in the Provincial Statute which forbids the public
sale of paupers.

The Overseers of Poor are in this Province appointed by the Municipal
on the nomination of the councillor for the district. Should this

aficrwards desire it, he stands an excellent chance of being

chosen Indemnifier or middle man, by his grateful nominees, the Overseey
of the Poor. An Indemnifier, under auch favorable auspices, having caky.
lated the probabilities, names the lump sum for which he will provid’c

clothing, and medica) attendance for the paupers of the district for the yey,
Cases are known in which a2n Indemnifier has admitted that he cleared fy
his own benefit a sum equal to one-sixth of the amount voted for the

for the year. In the first place, he is chosen by his own nominees, and ruy
no risk of loss, as such a one’s loss, if any, is made good on petition. Nex
it was proved in the Digby investigation, that so far as medical attendane
is cor.cerned, the present system leaves the Indemnifier to use his own ds
cretion as to the necessity of employing a_phyaician for an ailing paupe,
Want of space forbids our quoting from the Digby investigation some shoct.
ing instances of neglect in this respect on the patt of the Indemnifier~y
neglect followed by the death of the paupers under dreadful circum:tancy

Cheapnest being a matter of the first importance, the boarding place
gelected by the Overseers or the Indemnifier, are mostly in out-of the.way
places, or back settiements, removed from charitable observation and aver.
sight. Here, the small sum allowed by the rate-payers for the support o
the pauper, after yielding a bonus to the Indemnifiers, must afford a prok
to the boarding-master ; and in_many cases what i3 too little for the sufi’
cient maintepance of the district pauper is shered by the family of te
pauper-host.

Sometimes, though not always, the Indemnifier is himself the boardiog
master.  Buch was Joe Nick Tebu, who was hanged not long ago for mu.
dering a p t female pauper in the forest. On the night of his amex
at his home in Digby County, some pauper children under his care wen
found by the constable and his posse at & very late hour asleep on muy
on the kitchen floor.

Female paupers, many of them half-witted, being under no prorer over
sight, as in a Poor House, and having, as a rule, no_religious teaching «
pnvileges, are made the victims of the lecherousaround them. lilegitimacy,
to use a very mild term, is exceedingly common among them, ani
this, in some instances, with the connivance of those who have the care of
them, as the Tcbo case, and another nstance attested to, as the Dighy
investigation cleatly proved. Covetousness and secrecy are under ths
system tr : hand-maids of the tender mercies of the wicked, and with thew

the cries of the helpless are smothered.
D o ‘e g e
“IN DIVERS TONES."

We have received from the publishers, Messrs, Dawson Brothers, Mo
treal, & neat little volume of poems, entitled *“In Divers Tones,"” by Prot
Chas. G. D. Roberts, of King's College, Windsor. The title suggests the
general make-up of the book, for it is most varied as to the subjects treued
of, the structure of the verse, and the mode of treatment. Tbe poet ha
availed himself of the great sources of inspiration—patriotism, love in is
widest sense, and classical mythology. In his patriotic poetry, he proclaims
himself above all things a Canadian. There can be little doubt about the
meaning of these words, addressed to Canada :—

'}rlt?:m i‘: M'w&mgm
Surely the lion's brood is strong
To froant the world alone {"

The longest, und perhaps the best, poem in the book is “ Acteon ™ The
legend of the punishment of Actaeon is told with-really dramatic force and
vividnesa, the coloring is strongly Grecian, and the descriptions are wel
worthy of the theme. The bathing scene is especullg inspising to the poet,
and elicits charming bits of description. Actseon’s character is revealed v
us in these words :—

* But thh mouns,

‘When we mentioned love the sources of the poet's iuspiratios,
we referred not only to love of women, though that bas its due share

attention, but to that love of the beautiful, of nature, of mankind
warms cvery poet’s heart. We that we have not
quotations, but we must insert the following liues from an
called “ In the Afternr Jn.”" These words are addressed

i

to

entirey,
ol

The sonnets and the humorous poetry must be read iu their
although from the former we l:i‘;ht sclect some fine deacriptive

the beok is a work of real merit, contains much true poetry,
will be a welcome addition to our rather scauty Canadian literature,
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