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PULE MORNING CLOUD AND EARLY DEW.

land. At Dover tho lines on the » ~fern
heights wero counstructed as field . ;i
At Chatham also the lines wero mudieo s

Fhe blazing, burnins sun
shate Lutly on my temler sutiier thowers,
Thelr Hitie Ue was but began,
‘They needed soft, refreshinge showers
‘Tomitese the germs of Hie s0 iowly o med,
‘I'o w0 the tiny leaf to stecteh and spread,
To teach the thread-11koe roots within the ground
Fo cting more Nemly to their lowly bed.

forts commenced. And the lines al Steer
ness, Along the coast botween Ports-aouth
and Yarmouth, those cxtensive seii: of
Martello towers und coast batteric~ noew
oxisting wero Legun. At Plymoutl, the
lines round the dockyard wero myin as
field worles, and field redoubls construoted
on theneighbowming sea heights ; thi citu-
de: and some of the sea batteries « xisted
before.

But not many of these workes were rendy
to rociot tho attack if it bad been 1 «lein

Raully T watehed the muehi-trled Loaves
Shrink from the scorehing beams ahove,
And oponiug budy, thut drooped, as one who
grivves
At hardness In tho obfeet of 1ts ‘ove.

I rosc up in the diwntng grey,
And guestic ned of the comingg day,

Oh! will your hotirs bring the bright showers
Ta bless my pretty suflorivg flowens ?

And lo! azathering clowd which drew
My cager longing wize:

e 1805 ; indeed, the towers on the easl v wi
Ha ! now, 1 sald, my muchedoved flowers were not begun till 1808 ; and the def - eucy
\'3&'&“«"),‘-‘3{1’ilfgrgﬁ::{lll-shom-rx' of guns was loudly complaied of.  Tie
"“Ratse yoar bright heads again, inrdequato ideas on th’. subject mi 1.t be
But when auain the warm sun st ote, Judged from the total number of g . on
o of promiita s Yo suns(from 42 06 pounders) in fortros: . i.d

And vanished from the sight away, batteries between Sheerness and Di jop-

And many a lovely opening flowes,
A priceless floral gom,

Tuat would have smtled beneatt the shower,
Humg witherad on its sten,

ees, including Dover, in 1803, being 3 ~.and
with only 30 rounds per gun of ammu ..o,
Napolecon having 500 garrison gure at
Boulogne alone.  Also that the Com. ...nd-
er in-Chief in 1S03 calculated on having 50
liedd gung available for tho defenco f the
wholo of Great Lritain, with 150 rour (3 pur
gun : Napoleon haviag 400 ready to e wbork

And s it thas, my God, with me?
Do clouds of hope and pramise rise,

Which in the hour of trial tlco
As ndsts that melt in morning skies:

These thoughts widch now the warm heart crowd?,
These longings for the ool and true;

Oh ! are they flecting as the clond 3 H s H s K B}
As transient as the carly dew ? ;n 1".8 goun;' besxd(]:s is;)mo 2’1000 I"f; 0 "'l;
My life mnizhit be ax stammer showers ongig to tho vessels themselves. ' 3

reserve of small arm ammunition in 1he
fortresses und fixed camps was at ther to ot
GO iounds ahead for about 230,000 men.
Lord Chatbam (Master General of th - ¢rd.
nanco in 1803) ingenuously remarks ¢ 1t ho
could supply the guns, but the dif.culty
was {o get gunners, officers, and horse-. unil
seems o think it a satisfactory explar .tinn
to say that *- goodwill and numbers wiif not
supply the qualities necessary in artaill ry [
it would have been rather wore so °7 "t
undleputed truth had been taken in'o iy

count in 1790. And to the Commant rin°
Chief's reiterated representations o ihe
want of proper fortifieations for the ar _.als
and dockyards, horetwins the regula. ina-
wer, which has been handed down anwsng
other parts of the old machine, “ it ha: teen
referred to a committee.” Uae can .ucy
the comunitteo sitting steadily through the
Forlificativas and € crisis, apd making & most valuable 1ojport
orlificalivas and (uns. when it was all over. As to the intrensh-
The fortitications of tho soath and cast | ments for strengtbening the various pusit
parts of England were 1na wretched con- | tions between the coast and the cpital,
dition for a country to go to war with, Tho ' sclected for making a stand at, except the
forlificats .os enclosing Portsmouth extsted | two camps now existiog at Colcheste . ud
and those euclosing Portser were complet. | Shoruclitfe, and a position & Chulmsfc.. 1, )
ed or nearly so; and Blockhouse Fort. ! cannot find ihat anything was done a. Al
Soudhsea Casde, and some coast batteries ! except, indecd, a brisk correspondence ;s to
in Stokes Bay. At Dover tho Caslle, ! whether it was the duty of the Comm i.d-
the citadel on wne western heights, and! erin‘Chicf or the MasterGeneral of i
some sea batleries existed. At Chatham ' Ordounce to mako them.
one or two of the :mall forts on the| Wearenow ina better condition ¢ ..
lines only existed. At Sheerners Garn + gards the defence of our naval arsc s,
son Point was fortificd. and on the Thames, ! thanks to Lard Palnmicrston ; but the ot
Tilbury Fort and two or three batteries bo-+ line, cepecially that ¢ vulnerable
low it wero all tho defenccs. Un the coast | line” and the mercanilo harbours ar
between these places and up north to Yar | much better on the v hole now than
mouth, thero werp batlgties which had been t wero then ; tho bat eries »nd guns fo
canstructed since 17037 but these and the i most part are almost as obsoletoasif "2
whole of tho other worko had been partly | of 1803 atill romaino 3. Ou the east ¢ st
dismantled duning tho shart lived peace of : parlicularly, that cosst which was dir. -1,
1402, Asto tho rest of the coast of ircat . threatened by Napoleen's Texel exped '+ .n,
Britain in 1803, there was not n general ! and opposilo which o posaibly new 1 .y
from thonorth of Scotland down to Land’s! has sprung up sinco his_day, tho tower. .
Eud swho did not write to represent the de- | batteries of 150S are stiil thy wain def <,
fenceless state of bis district. and as regards the guns of the present .y,
Mr. Patt, s 1904 (when he returned to aro almost as they were left in 1812 .
oflice) like Lord Palmereton, in 1§59, gavo | niember the two morals on this subjec.
n new start Lo the fortifications of the coun-| from England and theother from Frs .. |
try.  About that period wero commenced at| —-**The period of the caemy's gic ..:i
Portemontl the Gosport Lines, tho Hilsea! weakness is that of his landmg:—" .~

That xiad the parched and thirsty grouned;
Aand gmaclous acts, Fafth’s fatrest tlowers,
Might strew my dafly steps around.

Naviourt forbid, that In that day

When I shall meet Thee faco 10 face,
When earthyy treasures pass away,

1 should have nanght to take thelr place,
Naught but these dreams which thock me now,

Visfons of what 2 wight har e done
Noliving Iaureis on my bLrow,

lat shades of what £ mighl have seon,

Naogolden harvests gatherod here

‘To swell the trivmphs of Thy cross;
Naught bt the refuse of the year,

Eart'lh cmpty fame or golden dross,
! i Mante.

- - -

Another Warning Voice from 1805,

Br Masor-Gexe.arn T. B. Conuixsoy, 1. E,
1793-1801.
(Conlinucd from Page 275.)
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Lines, Fort ;\f-onc.kton— and -l:"o.;t.,- EI,mL -

field works, and ono or two of the det iched

[Jose 29, 1876

e log batimons Anglais furent contraints do
Y1enir lo large ~par I'effet des piocos do fort
| calibre." .

: The Defeace af' London,

The projuct for defending Landon includ
lod Highgate on the north, and Sydeubum
| and Woolwich on the gouth, aad had a cis-
; Cuitof 46 wiles— Iargo schiewds Tor that
y day. But when wo learn that 170,000 mun

wero considered as tho necessacy garrison,
| that tho groater part of them were o b
furmshed by London itself and that the
cutrenchments wero to bo made in «a few
days, after the landing of the cnemy, une
begins to doubt whether it was s-riously in
i tended to carry out euch a project, which
. would hardly have delayed the capturo of
t tho capital fora day. That was il hosra
I ever, tho Commanderin-CLisf could Fope
i to dn,—to put as much obstruction s pos-
sible in tho direct way of the enemy--be-
tween bhim and the great prize he sought,
And this must bo the princ'pal of eit pro
jects of defence of the Kingdom : o that on
whatever point of the coast an encmy may
land, it will bo cerlain that.be will have to
ight his way through a succession of ol
slacles up (o Londen, tho last and grestest
«f all being closo to the capital itscli, Mr.
Pitt saw that. ln discussing the defencs ia
Parlisment at this 'me, he said - “ 2 is in
vain to say you :houid not fortfy London
because your ancestors did not.  If, hy the
erection of works such as [ am recomnierd
ing, you caun delry tho progress of tia
<ncwy for three dags, it may makoe the il
ferenco between the safety or tho deswlrue-
tion of the capital. It will not make thig
difference between the conquest and tho
independence of this country; for that will
1ot depend upon ono nor uponten battles:
but it makes thé difference batween the oz
ofthousandsof livesand millions of properly,
und of confounding the efiorts aand causing
failure in the enterprise.of the cpemy.”
Napoleon saw il, for on the map I have
mentioned before, thero is an eatrenched
camp marked on thé north sido nf Londos,
from which he intended to defend bis prizs ;
snd long after, at St. Welen1, in discuss:ng
the general question of fortifying capitala,
be said-: ¢ A great capital iz the eguantry of
the flowor of the nation ; it is the centre of
opinion. the general depot; it1s the great-
cst of all contradictions to leave s poist of
such importancy without means of imme-
diaty defence.”” Arnd ho cnumerates the
rapid conquests he mede of Audtris, Prus-ia,
and Spain, omng mainly to tho defenceless
siato of their capitals at tho time; and the
loss of big own kingdow, in 1814, from the
same cauae ; to which we may now add, its
protracted defence in 1870, in conseguence
of the deliberato adontion of Lis advice in
time of profound peace.
Oty Preuarations.

Several other pmuts of greas importansa
in the defence of tho cour -y are diacussed
o the Sorvaqrar: a<piels .irrespen-
deace.  The remveal of the {nTeditants fro.
ez voash, oo d Lz remonal < destrugtian o lire
a.f dzad stecd, is & veoy serions duestion :
‘ though fuli reguliticons sfera Iaid dowmn at
tho titio nboavit, ortha-whole it ias joft

i
}

-

went. Sondo atepy tomands it ouphs obs
tirkea alwayr-on declaration: of war, Na-

ir-bo carried-out (oo rauch at theldagtyca- .

j poleon tructed ‘tmuch {a expluring n large -

aumbor of hovees jn. England,

Ty appumadation of prorisions 2 ths cur .

trat-points ufassombly of theforcee, thensh
much -comaiderad, was net snflciently pro.
Jveded for, Jugging by the veports of ‘sozmc

cutly placed pa ianal rescurces, copeaatly

‘e

igeqerals; 15y muvh depacdencs has spys .
T



