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TAWA, PUBSDAY, FEB. 10, 1874,
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Wi republish in another column from the
pages of the United States drmy and Navy
Journal, the report of a spoach in the House
of Ropresentalives by a Mr, Anroqer, on the
condition of the naval force of the Uaited
States, which oxhibits in a strilking manner
tho state of decay into which it bas been
allowed to fall; and wo cannot but bo aston-
ished that a people so astute as our neigh-
bours,should so thoroughly neglect whatis to
overy power with a sea frontier & first con~-
sideration, the maintenance of a primary
lino ot defonce. Tho object in detaining the
Spanish frigate, Arapiles, in dock at Brook-
lyn,is now moro fully apparent, ns that ves-
sol alone would boe quite able to lay
New York un lor contribation, or do it such
wjruy e thoe cost of a navatl forco many
tunes groster than the United States over
manttined could repair; and it is ovident
thit thers is not a cily on tho whole sea

9 | undoubtedly to bo traced to tho commor
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board that could resist insult from a third |
clags naval power, '

Wo should bo sorry to think the sober
sonso of tho majority of Ltho nation approv~- :
od of tho courso pursuod by tho majority of
the mombers of Cungros in crippling the
navy and reducing the military forco—it is

cial spirit which has pervaded tho Logisla
tivo body and oannot look on anything that
hna not the appoarance of immediate gain, |
—this spirit has of lato yoars dominatod 1
amongst all people who have adopted Re-
prosentative Institutions, and is most do-
structive to all notions of patrviolism or na
tional honor. It cannot e a very plaasiut
reflection for those oflicors nnrt soldiers who
havoe shed thaeir blood frecly for their coun-
try, to find tho arbitors of that country's
destiny and their own uscfulness to Le of
higgling backwoods grocors ready to Lartor
both for the chanco of making a saving, as
thoy call it, of a fow dollars, which, as Mr,
Arcier fairly showed, would in the end bo
tho moans of squandering untold millions,
Meantimo the exposuro is not a ploasant
one, tho millentum has not yot arrived,
many ropetitions of the Virginius affiir will
occur beforo it doos, and it is just pIssible
our neighbours may be caught napping.
o should yvery much regret tho occurrence
of acontre {emps which is inavitable f thewr
naval forco is nllowed to sink lowor in the
scalo.

Tus following from the Quebee Sulurday
Budget of 17th January, poiuls out the ine-
yitable fate of all forlifications under the
anciont systom,and although wo wm.y vegret
tho loss of tho walls of tho ancient cypnial
of Canada, with the stirring historici! recol-
lections which thoy never failed to awalcon
in tho mind, wo cannot gainsay tho fact that
thoy bave served their purpsos, sre not
only now usoless, but obstructive, and
therefore tho city council has acted in Lhe
interost of tho community.

¢ Ag a preliminary step to the romovai of
tho usoless burriors created by tho crumb.
ling walls of Quebec to its progress and
advencement, we aro happy to sco that
Councillor Woods, at tho last mecting of
the City Council, gave notico, secondod by
Counciilor M. A. {learn, of tho following
wotion, which he intends to mako at next
meoling,and which wo expect to seo ndopted
without objuction:

¢“That various parcals of ground and other
property within ~ the city limits, formerly
owaed by the Imperial now by the Dominion
authorities and held by them for military
purposss aro admitted uo longer to bo re-
?iured, or if required {o be of any sorvices
or purposes of dofonce.

That tho old city walls no longer serving
their orginal purposes, and now fast falting
into ruin aro'artifical barviors to the natural
growth of the caity proper, being a serious
impediment toits development, that while
such were necessary in tho past when onr
city sarve | the imsportant purpose of a mili-
tary fortvess for the defonce of the provin-

ces, auch reason now no longer oxists. See

tFenuvany {0, Ix34,
ing thoraforo that our city his so long
scrved o national purpose without wny re-
feronco to s commorcinl or municipal
acqutiromients, this Council thinks that tho
timo has como wheu they should claim on
bobialf of tho oity n cession of all proper
ties, the usoe of which for military pur-
poses has been nbandoned by the presont
holders,

I'hat a memotiial bo propared and forward:
ed to theGovernor.Genoral inCouncll,sotting

.forlh the cluims of this oity, the grounds

upon which the samo are based and respoct.
fully {mnying for tho sevoral reasons theroin
stated that the vavious properties, a schedulo
of which is hercunto nunoxed, bo ceded to
this oity.

*I'hat sucl memorial be given in chargo
of one of tuo gemlomen who may for
the timo Leing vepresent onoof the divisious
of thia city i tke Dominion Logislaturo swho
with the other city reprosontatives bo reques.
ted to use their influenco in Mvour of grant.
ing tho prayer of such momoriil. And fur-
ther that this Couneil appoint a deputaion
to proceed to Ottawa during tho approach-
ing session to urge on Government tho ex-
pedienoy and justico of granting the prayor
of tho memorial in question.”

Qur neighbors of the Unitod States are
still aclive in experimentulising ou forpedoes
—~it does not, howovar, appear that any groat
amounl of success has as yot attonded tho
fnvestigationsinto the bestand most effeotive
tmodo of manwmuvring those sorey substitutes
for an eflicient naval forco; butl we give our
our readers the benefit of the following :—

¢ I'ha Ossipee, upon making hor way to
the Washington Navy-yard, ran ashoro at
Gasbore point, on January 9th, bul in half
an lomr succeed in golting off, and again
ran aground in the Exastern branch, off
Buzzard's point.  The GQellysburg proceodoed
to her ugsistance, and pulied hor off, when
sho steamed out into the main channel, off
thearsenal, and anchored uutil high wator
late on the evening of the 9th instant, whon
sho finally reacho:l tho yard. Tho Oisipecis
diwract from New York. The experiments
with ths torpedocs were conlinued at the
Navy-yard on Junuary 9th. A large cable
chain, the links of which weré twoand a
hall inches in diameotor, and the whole
buoyed by spars, was lowered six feet undeor
water, and extondel from the eastern dock
to one of the ironclads in the siream A
torpedo, conta:ning ono hundred pounds of
powder, was lagbed to the cable, but the
first attempt to explode it was uusuccoss-
ful, when another torpedo was added, and
fircd by meaus of the electric battery upon
tho wharfi ‘I'he second effory proved a
complete success—the oxplosion sundered
the cabin chain and hurled water, mud, and
fish high into the aie. The sight was a novel
ono in tho Kastern branch, The experi
ment, wanich was conducted under the di-
rection of the ordnanoe officer, Commander
Sicard, was highly satisfactlory, and showed
that, with two torpedoes, containing 100,
pounds of powder each, the largest iron.
clads in the rorld could be blown into atoms,
Theso torpedoes were manufactured in the
yard under the instructions of Mr. James
Davis, foromnu of the ordrance dopartment.
‘I'ha axporiments will bo repeated to day.—
IWashingtn Chronicle, January 10.

Captain Coroxn, R,M.4A., in hig admirable
paper on “Colonial Delence,’” shew conclu-
sively that mere coast dofence is only a sec-



