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THE TWO ARMIER

1.3 OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.

As lfe’s unending column pours,
‘Two marshatled hosts are scen
Two armies on the trampled shore

‘That deanth flows black between.

One mar hies to the dram beat's roll,
And wide-mouthed clarion’s ‘llny

And bears upon o crimson teroll;
our glory 1s toslay.

One moves in glory by the stream,
With sl yet watchful eyes;

Calm as the patient planet’s gleam,
That walks the clouded skles.

Along the front on sabres shine,
Noblowad red pennons wase;

itx banner bears the single Hues
sour duty is Lo save.”

Ior these, no death-bed's lingeriig shade:
At honor’s trampet eall,

With knitted brow and lifted blade,
In glory’s arms they full.

1*ar these no clashing falchions biight,
No stirring battle-cry;

The bloodless stabber calls by night,—
Each answers. * Here am 1.”

For these the sculptured laurcled bust,
The builder’s marble pites;

‘The anthems pealing o'er their dust,
‘Fhrough long cathedral atsles

For these the blossom-sprinkied turf;
‘Chat floods tho lonley graves

w hen spring rolls in her sea-green u'f,
In flowery, foaming waves.

fwo gnths lead upyard from Lelow,
And angels waitabove,

W ho count cach burning life-drop’s tlow,
Each faling tear of love.

‘Though from the here's bleeding Tncist
Her pulses frecdom drew,

‘s hough the whito lilites in her crest
Sprang from the scarletdrew

While valor's haughty champioas wait
Tiil all their scnrs are shown,

Love walks unchallenged through the gate,
To sit bestde the throne.

IHE MILTTARY ASPECT OF DAR
WINISM.

We are now in a position to gather up the
threads of our argument, and indicate their
modern value and characteristics.  We have
endeavoured to show that a nation is a po-
Iitical species, the result of a series of con-
flicts, in which mmilitary power is the sum of
physical, legal and religious influences:
that m early pre-historic Iife war is the
natural element of progress, as well us the
investment of all the forco that other kinds
of advantage have produced; that where
cavilized nations have succumbed to less
civilized ones, it has been because they bave
lacked military power in some special ways,
or have been cnervated by city life, or ex-
hausted by depopulation; that the special
characteristic of modern, as distinct from
ancient civilization, lies in the double fact
that mixturo of race has developed n
stronger political fibre, and scientific inven-
tion has so revolutionised the whole art of
war that tho barbarous races havealtogether
ceased to be actual competitors ; and that
the decay of the so called mihitary spir:tin
nations and individuals, thoughit may in-
cvitably follow free institutions and indus-
trial life, is not a real decay:in the actual
fighting power of a nation, partly because
war has changed 1ts nature, partly becauso
the individual soldier has less to do, and
partly because national unity, new weupons,
and new ideas, are forces stillappreciablein
any serious combat. Some of these points
have been rather suggested than worked
out, but they all lead up to the argument
we have sought to establish—namely, that
all history is a struggle liko in nature to
that going on for existence between the dif-
ferent species of animals and plants—a

strugglo in which the strongest nations tond
te prevail, and in_which tho strongest tend
to be the best. Tho lawof inherited capaci-
ties is to nations what the law of inherited
forms and forces is to animals and plants,
and as conditions of life constantly change,
nations without apy variability become sta-
tionary and ultimately die out, as far as
their civilized force is concerned, or becomeo
subject races or absorbed portions of
stronger ones. We could hardly have reach-
ed this great truth—and such wo telieve it
to be—witnout researches into the natural
and ecarly condition of mankind, any more
than the origin of other species, and their
modern forms, could have bLeen explained
without a reference to the more or less
natural state which precedes domestication.
The first thing to be noted is, that in Mr.
Bagehot's words, * tho aggregato fighting
power of mankind has grown immensly, and
has been growing continuously over since
we knew anything about it.” War may
alter its character, and be carried onina
more humane munner, according to laws
and usuages which have sprung up side by
side with civilization, but it is more deadly,
more destructive and more terrible. In the
first place, our armies are larger, Tlisis a
statement certain to be controverted, but
nevertheless it is true. ‘The numbers we
read of in old histories are nea:ly all fabu
lous. When we aro told that Attila and’
Genghis Khan and Tamerlane had their
hosts, we are simply mcredulous, and we
have good ground for our scepticsism. ‘The
wild tribes of the north lived mainly by the
chaso, and to live by the chase modern sta
tisticans tell us that sixty acres per man are
necessary. The amount of habitable land
was really small. Impenetrable woods.
huge swamps, and shallow expansive rivers
reduced the actual habitable land to very
smali dimensions, 1n many of these invas-
jons the northern lands were depopulated,
and the hordes spoken of included thousands
of non combatants in the shape of women
and children. They were, in many cases,
not armies, but emigrations. Old bistorians
are always nntrustworthy as to numbers;
partly because they were notactually known
and purtly because it was good policy to ex
aggerate the number of the enemy. A set-
tled life, as everybody knows, raises the
rate of increase in population, and i
an unsettled one it is very small.  Tho re
gular armies of modern Europe alone, at
the present timg, would numoer more than
the entire armies of the world at any pre
vious period in universal history. In the
second place, our arms are better. Ten
thousand trained soldiers, armed with the
Chassepot or the needle gun, and with a
few batteries of artillery, would be alle to
rout all the hosts of Attila, though, man by
man, the latter would be physically superior
to the former. Noone thinks of disputing
such a statement, but few persons ever
think out its whole meaning. Every inven-
tion ;s a new power and changes the charac-
ter of war. Captain Shaw, a Sandhurst Pro
fessor, has shown this in a very interesting
way. le takes threc periods—1850 asre
presenting the smooth bore guns, 1360, as
representing the commencement of rifled
guns, small and large: and 1S3, as repre-
senting other known changes, chicfly in
breech loading. In the first period, the cf-
fective rango of small arms was 200 yards,
in the second. GOU to 800; in the thind, SCU
to 1200. Rapidity of fiting was tivo rounds
per minuto in the first period. and has risen
to from fifteen to tiwenty in the present one.
It is the same with artillery. The range
has been increased from 1000 yards to 3000
yards. Similarly in naval and siege artillery,

the range has risen from 600 to 1000 yards
in the first period, to from 1000 to 3000 in
tho third; and with mortars from 4000
yards to four orfivomiles. It is the sameo
with fortifications. In 1850, six or eight
feet of masonry presentoed 2n cffective resis-
tance; 1 1870 it would be useless. To give
carthiworks the samoe power of resistanco
they had in 1850. it is found necessary to in.
creaso them from eighteen feot to forty-eight
feet in thickness. Projectiles have increas-
ed in size and destructiveness.  Thero are
naval shells in the arsenal at Devonport fill
ed with inflammable cotton, sand each one
throwing out a picce of rope and & hook in
flight, half a dozen of which would scatte:
and consume an old fashioned fleet of men
of-war. Scienco alters tactics. Skirmishing
in parallelograms is almost irresistible. In
fantry, armed with quick firing breach-load.
ers, meed not fora squares to protect them-
selves from cavalry; and cavalry, formerly
so useful in critical moments, are now found
to be better employed as vidottes and geo-
graphical explorers. Numbers, wenpons,
and new modes of fighting rendor stratogy
moroimportant. Itissaid that Charles VIIL
conquered Italy by a piece of chalk, and we
may add, that Count Von Moltke defeated
Austria by the field tolegraph. Balloons,
again, are another indication of tho assis
tance rendered by all science to the art and
science of war.

Army systems have changed, and the
changes are in tho direction of a further de
velopement of military power. The problem
of a comparatively small standing army,
| capable of rapid and enormous increase, has
been solved by Prussia as eve’ ybody knows,
In less than a montb, she can put half a
million of men into the field, and this fact
alone will always make her a terrible mili
tary power. Some modern writers have
argued that one soldier for every 100 of
population, is & proportion which no state
can exceed with safety, and if the calcu-
lation apply only to a standing army it may
be neccepted as correct, but large standing
armies are unnecessary where all adult
males have received a military training, and
are liable to some form of service. At the
commencement of the present war France
had a larger standing army than Prussis,
but she has never been able to put so many
men into the field. A large standing army
is important where a nation rests upon mili
larv glory, and lives for it, but it is incom
patible with industrialism and cultivated
progress. It kills itself in time, inasmuch
as it withdraws from ordinary pursuits a
large part of the most physicully perfect in
the nation, and lessens the natural increase
of population.

Military strength, however, now as for
merly, depends upon other factors. Idess
are now as potent for good or evil as were
the necessities of former days. Mediation
produces a valor of itsowe_and ¢ the ances-
tor of every action is a thought.”” National
or Imyeriul unity is a tremendous force, and
feudality was never so invigorating as liber-
ty, actual or possible, Mers conquest, as
such, has lost its charm. Russia struggles
castward for incressed seaboard, for the
strength ot the Greek Church, for the chas-
tisement of the Cresent. There are three
j laws of conquest, ssys Mschiavelli. First,
.o ruin a State; sccond, to inhabit it;
! third, to render it tributary. Modern States

desiro tu assimilate, and to exercise their
power in leading up the less -civilized races
to freedom. A military protectorate over
lcolomcs can only be justitied by the neces-

sities of the case. Cenfederation, and not
pure Imperialisin, is the highest lawinor
ganic as well as politiceal life.




