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passing tho British fleot as described the |for fishing purposes (their solo remains to

Fronch admiral came to the wind on the
starboard tack on the lee beam of the
British fleet, but owing to Sir Hugh Palliser
being unable to support Keppel's division
the action was not renewed.

It is evidont that the attaclc was tho werst
possible,—instead of endeavoring to brenk
the enomy’s line and thus separate his flast
both parties sailed past each other, one on
tho port the other on the starboard tack. In
this manosuvre tho weightior metal tolls and
Keppel could not keep his vessels on the
port tack when it became necessary to pur-
sue the enemy. As to Sir H, Palliser it is
possiblo he mistool: the signals but he cer-
tainly did not act with vigor or judgmont.
The total loss of the British was 113 killed,
3id wounded; what the Fronch loss was has
never been known,

Comto d’Orvilliers rangeq his floot in lino
of battle to the leeward with the apparent
wtention of renewing the action on the
morning. All night the British saw their
lights but at daylight only three ships wore
to bo seen, tho vest of the fleet having stolen
away under cover of the night.

A groat deal of bickering esulted from
thus partial action, in which no loss except in
killed and wounded was incarred on cither
side, and finally the edifying spectacle was
afforded of the Commander-in-Chief being
tried by & court martial without being super-
seded.  Acquitted, as & matter of course,
when the Vice Admiral was also tried, with »
like result, but a well founded opinion has
been entortained that notwithstanding so
much was not done as might have been on
the 27th of July.

Both fleets put to sea as soon as damages
had been repaired, but they secmed to have
carofully avoided meeting for the remainder
of the year. The trade of both countrics
suffered a littlo by their operations, but the
balance of the captures were in fayor of the
Britjsh, whose navy was gradually approach-
ing that point of predominanco in efficiency
and disciplino which reached its greatest
culimnation under the immortal Nelson,

While the French wero disputing tbe Em.
pire of the Seas in  Europe they wero losing
their castern possessions with arapidity only
oqual to that with which thoy acquired
them. The English East Indin Company
had taken such prompt iaeasures that hos-
tifities commenced in ndia at the samo time
3sin Europe, and by the end of Qctober the
French Empire in the East, the dream which
Dupliox so nearly realised, had become a
matter of historical record for it no longer
existed, Chandernagore, Yanavore, Karical,
Massulipatam, and Pondicherry, with all
their artillery stores, munitions of war nad
garrisons had surrendered, and the drapeau
blanc and golden lillies were no more known
in Hindustan. )

The tres ty of Paris in 1762 had secured to |

France tho Islands of St. Pierre and Mique.
on in ...« mouth of the Gulfof St. Lawrence

this day of thei vast American possessions),
it was detorminod to debar them from the
uso of tho fisheries, and accordingly a
squadron was despatched for that purpose,
tho sottlements destroyed, and the fisher
men shipped to France.

During the month of Soptember the Mar-
quis do Bouills, Governor of  Martinique,
with 2,000 men, escorted by four frigates and
ten smaller armed vessels, appeared off the
south end of the Island of Dominica and im-
mediately landed & detaclnent to attack
Cachacrou, which was casily taken and the
whole islund capitulated on very tavoralle
tornts.

The expedition under Gen. Grant sailed
from Barbadoes on tho 12th of December for
the French island of St. Lucie, escorted by
the fleet under Admiral Barrington, whoso
forco consisted of three ships of the line,
threo of fifty guns, and severnl frigates, Lhe
Island of St. Lucie 1sndented on the west
side by three great bays, separated from
cach other by narrow ridges of high and
rough hills jutting out into the ocean. To
the north lies the Bay of Du Choque, the
middlo is the Carenage Bay, at the head of
which stands Morne Fortuno, the capital
town of tho island, and tho southerly is
known as the Cul do Sac Bay, in this latter
bay the troops under Brigadier General Sir
Wm. Meadows, consisting of the 5thregi
mentwith the Grenadiers and Light Infantry
landed, forced tho heights on tho north side
and captured a four gun battery, while
Brigadier-General Prescott with five regi
ments swept the enemy’'s posts from the
other side of the bay. On tho following
morning the town of Morne Fortune with all
tho military stores and magazines were cap-
tured with the full command of the Caren-
ago Bay, and before evening possession was
obteined of the neck of land separting it
from Du Ghoque. Scarcely had this been
accomplished when the French fleet, under
the Comto ’Estamg, hove in sight with
9,000 troops on board, which were destined
to reduce the Windward Islands, Barbadoces,
St. Vincent, Grenada and Tobago, and with
this intent ho had sailed for 3fartinique, but
being apprised of this attack on St. Lucie he
af once bore up for that island, rejoicing in
the opportunity offored of crushing Barring-
ton's squadron before the British Admiral
could come toliisaid. Totally unaware of the
rapidity witk which tho British had pos.
sessed themselves of the principal defences
of the island the French floet steered for the
bay of the Carenage, but the flagship of
Comto d'Estaing, the Languedoc, receiving
the firc of & battery obliged him tostand out
to sea after returning it with a broadside.

After a good deal of mancvuring display-
ing embarassment and hesitation, he steer-
ed for tho Grand Cul de Sac where Batring-.
ton had mado tho best disposition possible
to raceive bim which was rather a difficult

maiter, seeing tho French fleet consisted of

twelve sail of the' line with a numerons
squadron of frigates and armed vessels.

Tho disposition of the British Admiral was
to form line with his force across tho en
tranco supported by o second line of frigates
and to warp the transports inside out of
reach of fivo;. two separato atlacks ware
made on this force during tho day and both
ropulsed, with 1 loss to the British of two
killed and eight wounded, » singlo (rans
port laden with oflicers baggage fell into
the hands of the French as there kad nct
been timo to warp her into the bay; the is
suc of this figh.t was the present salvation of
the army and the suceess of the army was
now necessary to wwve the florr, for Count
d'Estainghaviag 1 1 v et inforng ation
ot how matters stool ten diys afterwards
Ianded 2 strung forco in the bay of Du
Cloque for tho purpose of driving tho
British from the heights of the Vergie which
commanded tho Carenage. On the 18th
December they advanced in three columns
to the attack and aftor n sauguinary fight
sustained with undaunted resolution, were
driven from the field with & loss of 400 kill-
ed and 1200 wounded ; the loss of tho Brit
ish was 13 killed and 158 wounded. The
difference is to be nccounted for by the fact
that the action was fought against a strong-
ly fortified post and the French troops were
sacrificed in o useless assault. The Fronch
fleet romained in Du Choque bay till 29¢h
Dec., on which day they sailed for Martini-
que. The Island at oncosurrendered to the
British. ‘1hiz was undsubtedly the best
fought action of the war and the most im-
portant in its results as it relieved the
British West Indies from apprehension of
attaclc, although tho situation was peculi-
arly critical, for had d'Estaing succeected in
either of his projects both flect and army
would be at hismesrcy. Barrington's ropalse
of his attack saved both, andif the army
bad not been well led and bandled by Mea-
dows the fleet wounld have been captured by
the French.

The campzign of 1778 is relievad by this
action from the total disgrace which would
otherwiso have attended it, no progress had
been madae on tho continent except a victory

whose rosults wero thosa of defeat and an
indecisive naval action in which rhotoric and
demonstrations were necessary to convince
the publicthat the French had beon actual
ly defeated. Tactions at homo and treason
abroad were steadily directed against Bri.
tain’s supremacy. and the prospect must
havo been sufficiontly gloomy for those en-
trusted with the nationnl welfare.

At Washington, Dec. 13th, 3r. Poters of-
fered a resolution, declaring that the senti-
ment of the House accords with the opinion
oxpressed in the President’s message, that
the renewal of the Troaty of Reciprocity
with the British Provinces would be wholly
in fayor of the British producer, and should
not, in our present condition, be favorably
considered. The House rofused to lay the
resolution on the_table—Yeas, 42; nays,
129. It was generally a party vote, and the
resolution was adopted.



