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bocauso it 18 all from our own people. The gifta from Scotlam, for which
in past yenrs we were ealled upon to record our hearty thanka, have not
come to hand thik yeir  Weare very geatotal for poast sadiable aed, and
now 1thiat 1 hing ccaacd, we casbat be toa thankfal that eur « wn pocoplie
have shown e mneidos sble and wanng ‘o supply the eeesary funds
for thin work  “Fue committoe striv e 1o Keep down expe ndsture to the
lowest potnt cotssatent with ddiciency, und lant yar expended <cousider:
ably less than the year previous, bhnt our people must count ot an
Average theronse, 1f we are to deal faivly by our Home Mission flujda,
W trust thiat turing the comng 3 oar, thedebt wiil be complietely elenred
oif nnd curpent o xpenn s fully met, ng well as the North-\Vest Hiborally
remembered  Todu this we will need atleast 216,00 or nbout $1,00 more
thun was given last year,

The Superintendent of Minstous in the Presbytery of st Jolin has
continued tado excellent work. The Committee have resolved to vay
his A salary of &L,2200 and travelng exponses, He will givo all collec-
tions mado ' his meetlnga nand money receieed for supply cf vieant
charver, which will amount to over 8200, to tho Hatme Misslon Fund,
The WL MR, that formerly npplicdd their funds to the parttal pasyiment
of the Superintendent w nnlary. now send nil thelr money (o the treasurer
tor the support of spiecinl flelda

During the winter mant s, the Homo Mission fieldn, whisch were inade
vacant Jn the fall Ly tho return of the cntechiiats to Lhvir Collegn stuadica
were comimtted to the 1’ resbyteries for such ovorsight and digpensazion
of orditunces as might be found practicable,  Atl the Presbyteries report
thut reculnr or ovenssonal supply has becn wlven to nearly adl the tlefds
within thelr bounds,

By means of sur Home Missdan work, *hio Church Ix kept alive and
growing. ‘The growth {3 not rapid, because our poplntion, eapecially
in rurad sections of one provinees §s not dncreartng,  But there i<, nns will
be gradunl growihi.  Groups of stations which il Laely, could not moro
thau pay for a ¢ stechist durlog hnlf of the year ate now ratsing 2400 tor
nn ordatuod missionary . whiint otherx, 1hat a few years ago were
misslon chrgen, nro now nearly selfssupporticg congrogationa. o
enconragement to continue the work with antlgeeings zeal, Is very great.
Whilst wo must mid thy western beothren to overt J&ke tho eanllly
fncreasing tlelds i our new Northe\Weast, 11 vould be most futad (or ns 1o
slacken vur etfort o b Walf of oue peapio in the Baste o Jeave aections
of our country without the gospiol and the tcans of gince, wonld Ye to
consign them to the blight of rolisloun ditl-sente and socinl disorgan
fzations sng to rob the Church, to which they should belong., of the
vrestige they now give, and the strength they are dentined 10 imgure, at
no distant das,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Foreltn Misuon Zepart carefully veeparcd by the Secrotary, Lev.
1L 1% MacKay. comtains 1.0ch valuable information,
briof extracts:

We make vory
XEW IIEBRIDES,

01 this misiion the repors says: This, oar first.-bora F. M,
child, retaine its hold on oor hearts and gives us new joy every
year, by the progress which marke its yearly history. Although
the pumber of our missionaries remsine satiefaciory, we rejoice
that the Australasian Chutches acd the Free Chuich of Scostsud
have together added four men to the staff engaged in the worka
year ago. Two of these, the Rev. Thompson McMill..., of South
Australia, and the R-v. F. H. Paton, of Vicioris, are tettled on
Tanos; snd two, the Rcv. James Saundilande, of Victoria, and
the Rev. Gathertr Bowie, of the Free Church of Scotlsnd, are at
work on Ssato. The number of native labcrers grows rapidly, and
in this respect our service is well abraast ¢f thas of the ejster
Churches. Mr. Robcrieon ewploys over forty, and the oative
Christians support a quarier of them ; whilst oa Efate, under Mr,
McKReozie, although the numb.r is much smaller, it is incr.asiog,
aod the workmen are paid in full by the native Christiane.

As throughoat the whole groop, both Mr. Roberiacp, ¢! Erro-
mangs, and Mr. McKepzie, of Efate, tpesk warmly of the liber.
ality of their converts, and point to the fact as indicating, along
with a growing apprecistion of Divine Ordinsnces and ocorrecs
lives, & decpeniog spirit of trus Godliness amorg the Cacistiane,
They both bear teatimony sléo to the influence thus ¢xertcd on the
few remaicing heathen on their islande, in dieposing tbem 30 view
with increased favor sbe olaims of Christisnity. There ina large
redaction of the stabborn remnant of hiathenism, both on Efate
sod Ecromaogs. Additions to the communion roll were eighty-.
five in Erromangs, and seventy.four in Efate.

Dr. Annand derotes his whole time aad atrength 10 the insti-
tute located at Tavgos, for sraining teas".crs and preschers.

TRINIDAD.

The work bas extended in reany sew setilements and centres of
population, followiog up the people, who are flacking out into the
couniry as roads and railways prepare the way. In this work our
catechiste are » most valoable branch of the s=rvice.

No change has been made in the 1 tucation Ordinance daring
ths year, aud the present cambereomo fee-system niill continaer,
to the annoyance of Teachers, Managers, \Wardens and Edacation
Oficers. Changes of sdme kind will prcbably be effeeted belore
the end of 1597, \We reafirm our conviction that echool fees must
be abolished, and & moderate meatursy of compalsory attendance
«nforced 1o Ret the {ull brneft of the expenditnre on Education.

The cesth of three te:oh ra within two months greately
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weakened the staff in Couvs, and nearly all oar schools suffercd
daring the year from the prevalence of measler,

Sabbaih school work bas greatly extended in 1396, snd there
are proapeots of atill further advanoe in the fatare.

The East began the year with a debs of $4,290.61, and oclesed
with one of $4,226.10. The recaipts, in that section, were $28,.
008.70, and the expenditure $27,046.19, being $62.51 within the
income. \When it is remembered that a good deal was given for
the purpose af extinguishing the debs, shis condition of affairs does
rot siriks one as very satisfactory. Still 18 is encouraging to note
that, ountside of gifts for the removal of the debt, the giving is
better than ever before. As compared with the previcus year, the
real increase was more than the apparent, because $1,200 that for
many years came from the W. F, M. S. W, was last year with.
hi1d, for good reasoas, which wers atated when the fact was an.
roanced. Apart {rom this amount, the inorease in the East was
R1,975.47, showing that the cxtension of our work to Demerara,
and the increased osst thereby entailed, met the hearty approval of
our people,

INDIAN MISSIONS IN WESTEHN CANADA.

This section of the report is of greas interest. Dctails are
given with suffic ent conciseness to avoid tedicu:ness. The som.,
mary isas followa: The year now closed has been & jear of oon-
centration, rather than of expansion,

Exclusive of the Indian Missions in British Colombia, which
are reported elsewhere, the work of the Preibyserian Church
am)og the Indians of Manitoba and the North-West Tar:itories is
osrried on from sixteen oentres, on twenty reierves, and with
regulur Ssbbath services conducted at thirty.five places, besides
occssional services at many other placer. The number of com-
muoicants is 234, of whom: fifty-cight were sdded during tbe past
year, a net gan of forty over the previous year. Thete were
tweooty-three baptisma of adults and thirty-nine of infunte. The
namber of industrial and boardicg schools is six, whbich is one less
than last year, on account of the closing of the Lakesend school,
These schools have 31 papils enrolled, an iuvcreass of one over
last year, and an aversge attendanoce of 274 for the quarter ending
March 31st, whick: ~ -.2s the sevetest months of winter westher,
and is lower than for any other period of the yesnr. Thereare
three day echools, which have an enrolment cf forty-threc, and an
average attendance of {orly-four, These mimions have con-
tributed $512 to religions and benevo'ent work of various kinds, of
which $335 was given 10 the Schemes of the Charch.

Tke striogency in the fands of she Foreiga Mission Committee
has been reverely felt in the Wear, sud the erection of eeve:al much
peeded buildings, for which plans had bcea prepared, had to be
abandoned. A new anad viry promising opening for work which
the committes row hras under consideration cannot be entered
upon until 1be Sasnses arein better condition.

The mcst distanotive featars in tha history of the year's work
was the Conference of Iadian Missionaties and Helpers held in
Winnipeg last November. It was atiended by 1i: eteen of those
engaged in the Church’s work, and was carried on for three days,
and it is a matter of common agreement that it proved of gress
advantage both to the committes and 10 the missionaties.

Nearly every missionary makes gratefal mection of 1be assis-
tance which his wotk rcceived from the clething and other gifis in
kind provided by the Woman's Fo:eigo Missionary Society. These
gifta provide for she children who attend she boarding tchools, and
80 redace in a considerable measure the ocst of maintesance, and
for the sick and infirm Iodisns on the reterve, with their tendincy
to pulmonary sroubles, the abundaut and warm clothing which the
ladies provided is & means o wardiog off diseass and prolongiog
life.

Reports {tom Formoes and Chins are on the who'e very satis.
{actery, the sunshine and the sorrow, blending and moditying cach
other.

Conlral 1ddia furnishes important and interesting material for
the report. The many important atations report at some leogih,
aud generally in a hopefa! wne.

The Chbivese in British Columbis afford a reedy and hopefal
field for the miseionary and guod work is being done. The same
applies with respect to the Indiwans in that province. An ioter.
estiog chapter is that telliog of Dr. Thomsou's work among the
Chinese in Oatario and Qaebec.

The greay belp rendered by the W. F. M. S is gratefolly
acknow!edged.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.

The report of the \Weitern Commitiee states that: With
telerence to the ** Ordinary Fand,” a comparison with the
previous yoear will show the followiog resalis: A decrense of
$101.93 in coogregational ojntribations and donations aleo a




