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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(Continued from last week )

The General Asstmuig reaumed on Tueaday mornlug whe_n the
Eepuiwt uhe Himnal Comintco was presented by Rev. Dr Gregg.
LTS A summnary is as follows :—

’, ““The Hymnal Committece com-
’ \ mence their report this year by rofor-
Y ing to the great loas they bavo sus.

1 W v taiped in tho removal, by death, of
a\ ' ono of their membors, the Rev. D. J,

Macdonaell, B.D. Eveor sinco the

Committco was organized cighteen
_years ago ho rendered favaluab'o sor-
"vice. In the selection of hymns and

as "halrman of the Music Committee

bo was judicious and indefatigable in
his labors. Duriug tho last fow years

Rev. Wi Greea, D.I.  he took special delight In efforts made

to secure & Common Hymnal for all
the Presbyterian Churches in tho Britich Empire. For this
purpose, at grear personal sacrifice, ho went to Scotland to coufer
with the Joint Committeo there. They, on hearing theead tidings
of hiv death, adopted and tranwmitted the copy of a rernlution
exprassiog deep aympathy with us, and beariog testimony to his
caergetic and loyal co-operation fn helping to prepare a Common

Hymoal, Copies of this resolution snd also of a similarreaolution,
edopted by tho Committee here, were sent to his bereaved family,
snd were gratefully ackpowledged. . . . Fiading the differ-
ences to bo great, the Committee did not see its Way to recommend
the adoption of the Draft Common Hymnal, as recently revised ;
and, as they were iustructed by the Assembly to report this year
for final action, they proceeded to re-oxamino snd re-modse! their
own Draft in the light of the reports provicusly roceived {rom
Presbyteries, and feom the, in many respecte, valuable collection
of tho Committeo in Scotland. The result was that they agreed to
rocommend the omission of a large number of less needful hymoa
from their own Draft and the substitution of what they considored
a batter clazs from the Draft Common Hymoal. There are about
400 bymaa common to the two Drafts as most recently revised,
and aboot 200 in each not in the other. The difforences arise
chiefly from the great oxtent to which what are usually called
evangolistic bymns are excluded from the Stotch Draft, and from
its entiro exclusion of selections from the Paraplrases, both of
which classes aro included in tho Canadian Drafc. Although the
Committtes felt conatrained to differ a0 widely ashasbeen intimated
from tho brothren in Scotland, they, novertheleas, felt bound to
ackuowledge, with gratitudo, the great benefits they have derived
from their interconrao auvd correspondence with them. They ara
persuaded that the Canadian Dreft, as most recently revised, he
been greatly improved by changes made to a large extent inaceor o*
anco with tbeir views, as embodied in their Draft Common Hym,ga.l:

Of the subjects in the hymna in the newly revised Caunadian
Hymnal a copious index has beeu prepared by a sub-committeo
appointed for the purposs,

Concurrent wish tho revision of hymns by tho General Commit.
tee, great labor and pains were devoted by the Sub-Committes on
Music to the selection of tunes. Thoy roport as the result of their
work, that tunes have Yoo aclected and repeatedly revized for all
the hymas {n the Canadian Draft Hymnal, and that the following
principles bave guided them in making their aelections :

1. All such tunes in the present Eymnal as have beca found to
bo reslly acceptable and usefol in the services of tho Chureh, have
been retained, wkilo suoh ae have failed in usefuloecs the Com,
wnittos endeavored to set aside in favor of others mero suitable.

2: Tho Comuitteo have also endeavored to maintain in the
masio that digoity befitting tbo sacred servico, and a worthy
musical standard, together with that melodious quality so neceasary
to the nscfulness of a tune.

8. Frequently it has been deemed advisable to set two tunes to
one hymn, and where this has been done, ono is perhaps greater in
musical quality, whilo the second ‘s frequently aa simplo and
melodious as posaible.

4. On the othar hand, one tuno has againand sgein besn found
to be sufficient for twohymns.

5. Two bymns of liko acntiment and metrs havo boen fre-
queatly placed upon oppesite pages. Thus any one of the two or
throe tunes upan theso pages may be used with either hymn.

6. In orde. o avoid frequent roprinting of tunes, and at the
same tima to indicato other suitable tunes to choirs and congrega-
tions, footnotes directing attention %o othor tunes sro frequently
smployed.

The Sub-Committes have aent to the Joint Committee in Scot.
land its suggestions for over four hundred tunes in tbe Common
Hymnal.

After the protracted and careful consideration given by them
to the preparation of a Hymnal for use tn oor Church, the Com.
mittes now uhorish the hopo that their receatly rovised Draft may
bo regirded with General approval by the Assombly, At the date
when this report is prepared they do not koow what reception the
Joint Commitiee’s Draft Common Hymopal may meet with
in Scotland.

Notwithstanding the very general and pressing domand of our
peoplo for the publication of a New Book of Praise, it was decided
at last Assembly to defer action in thia direction until efforts had
been made to securs a Common Hymnal. On thisaccount the con-
sidoration of other matters submitted by the Committes in laat
year's report was postponed. To thess they now recall the stten-
tion of tho Asssmbly. They desire espeniaily to recall attention to
tho following statoment and recommendation contained in the
report of 1895, with respect to selections from metrical versions of
the Book of Paalms :—

7+ From the returns rceeived ond considered by the Committee,
it appeared that the resolution adopted by lsst Assernbly, in favor
of incorporating in the New Hymnal selections from the Common
Motrical and other Versions of tha Pealms, was acquicsced in by &
large msjority of Presbyteries. Ths incorporation of Selections
was favored by fifteon aud opposed by five Presbyteries, Of
Preabyteries whore reports were received aftor the mesting in
Marach, there were sovon in favor of, and four opposite, the iocor-
poration of Selectionr. Suggestions were made by most of the
Preabyteries of additions to the selections Yeported last year, and
tho Committce agreed to make some additions. The Committee
sgreed to recommend tho incorporation of the additions along with
the sclections reported 1ast year.”

Discussion on the roport continued until 11 a.m., when the
resolution on the

Manitoba School Question

was movod by Rev. Principal Caven.

In supporting hia resolution he said there were members of the
Assembly who had grave doubts as to the propriety of bringing in
saoh a sobjeot at such a time. He could not, however, conclude
that it was not a proper thing tor tho Assombly toexpresaits mind
on the groat religious and educational questions. He woald not
ocommit any member on & State-Church question, but there was
nothing in the resolation which could be construed as being of that
character. They all agreed shat the State shonld not expend its
funds in favor of seotarian interests or teaching. (Applause.)
The Church had its own province and State, and should work and
pay for it just as tho State bad its own province and work, and was
bound to support it. It had besn gtated in the prets that his (the
speaker’c) mouth, and that of the Assembly, wers cl~sed because
the Chaorch was aocoepting public fueds for condaoting 1ndian
schools in the North-West. Tho caso ia its moat important ae-
pects, was obvionaly a different one. It anyona could show $hat
tho Cburch in its agreement with the Government on $he Indian
question had violated tho priagipls of not nsing public monies for
geotarian purposes, he wounld be the first to move, in Assembly,
that the agrecment oomo to av end. (App'suse.) He was aston-
ished that any Protestant who bad given the slightest attention to
tha school question in Qaootos conld regard it as paralle] with thas
of Manitobs. The schools of the majority in Quebeo, from begin.
ning to end, were Roman rohools, teaching the dogmas of that
Cburch, and, somotimes, in a minner offsnsive to Protestants, 1t
the peogle of Oatario or Manitobashould st up a system of schools
a3y distinotly Protestant as the Quebec sohools were Roman
Catholic, the Assembly, to a man, would vote for Separate schoo's.
(Applaunte.) He might be ascused of dragging the Church into a
politioal sphere. It was not the Church invading the rights of the
provinoce. It was the provinos invading the rights of the Church,
and he rofused to bs waroed. ont of the greunds simply because
po'iticiane pre-empted. (Applauce.) It was being said through.
out tho country that the Judicia! Committes of the Privy Couacil
had stated that the minority in Manitoba bad a griovanoce, slso
that & compact wag realiy ontered into between the Dominion ard
tte Provinoo ot Manitoba regarding thematterof Ssparatesohoole.
Henco it was argaed thad it was distinolly immorsl for the Gov.
eroment or peopls not to grant to the minority their xights, He
sapposad they all knew that the Judicial Commities o2 the Privry
Council had not said that Beparats schools must be restored.
What had bean decided wae that tho Aol of 1890 repenied the Act
of 1871, and ahanged and altered the statns of Roman Catholics in
rogard to edazational matierr. (Laoghter and applavae.) Thus
they claimed a gricvance. There certainly was a technical griev-
ance, It was a chamefnl thing to say that the Privy Council bad
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