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of 1ain, when “the chnld’s quicksilver” falls rapdly,
and when parents should not take too much notice
either “for anxiety o for sermons.”  \When he died,
lus cldest son, broken-hearted on hearing of has loss,
wrote from his home in Amernca a testumony which
was most heautiful as to the wisdom, love, and frrend.
hiness of the fatherhood that had enarcled the lives
of all the childien in the howme at Eversley.  Rever.
ence for God, veneration for goodness, cosdinl yeg ud

for each other, had made that home well-migh peifect |

a vestibule of heaven.
Very beaatiful s that tnbute which Carlyle n.

scribed on the tomb of his wife, who left him thisteen
years ago: *In her bught existence she had more

sortows than are common ; but also a soft mmvinaitnl-
ity or capacity of discernment, and a noble loyaly of
heart, which are rare.  For forty years she was the
true and loving helpmate of her husband, and by act
and word unwearniedly forwarded him, as none clse
could, in all of worth that he did or attempted.  She
dicd at London, 215t Apnl, 1866, suddenly snatched
away from hum, and the hght of his Iife 1s asf gone
out.”
Ah! friends,
‘The world goes up and the workd goes dowp,
And the cunsline {ollows the tan,

But yesterday's smle, and yesterday’s fiown,
Can never come bach agaun,

Let us watch opportumities.  Let us be rareful to
do right and to be nght to-day.  We are not suie of
to-morrow. One and another who were with us when
the last September’s gold was unting the woods and
plains, have gone above.  Not lost—oh no—but how
we miss them ! How the heart aches i the night,
when we he awake and zeant the sweet sister, the
precious friend, and the brother who was part of our
very being, with us no more now, hut gone to be with
Jesus. 1t were better, far, for many of us,f, 1nstead
of gneving so deeply for our lost, we set ourselves
resolutely to making our 1emaning ones happuer, by
the constant enercise of forbearance and patience, and
the daily bemgnity of love in the houschold.

There are fragmentary fanuhes, composed, one
might say, of the remnants of other fambes, which
are less casily kept in harnony than those which are
made upn the natnal way of father, mother, and the
children. Perhaps the cousins, utncles, and aunts,
the distant relation who has no other home, or the
orphancd child who 1s sheitered by vour tueside. have
their own pecuhanties.  No matter how difficult this
problem or any other may be, there 1s one way to
settle it—the way of unselfish love and taith m God.
—Christian at 1 ork.

THE

SPIRITUAL CURRENCY.

Some months ago, i a vivid story n the “Atlanuc
Monthly,” entitled, “ Irene the Missionary,” the
author, m descnbing s herome as not beay so
much shocked as mmght have been expected at a
“ Scriptural joke,” expluned it by the fact that as
these subjects had been so familiar to her from child-
hood, a liberty taken with them did nut seem to her
a very serious matter.  Another writer in the same
magazine refers to this as being a true touch of 1eal
life, and explains the supposed pronensity of mnsiers
to joke wiath such subjects on the same punaple—
that our jests aie generally taken fiom those thengs
which lie nearest t0 us or with which we are most
famihar.

Now, 1t seems to be saying a great deal too much
to assert that mumsters we more given to joking
about sacred subjects than are other men ; though,
according to thts wiiter, a aunisier 1S sumetunes re-
cognized as such, jast through this very habi.  In
Hoth the Umted States and Canada, judging by ther
surrent literatuze, it does not seem unchantable to set
jown secular wniters as far greater sinners than nun-
sters in this respect. Sull, the very fact that such
things can be said 1 the pages of a first-class Amen
can monthly, would suggest that they are not, n the
United States at Jeast, so careful as they should be to
avoid the ewil of lowenng, i the mind of any one,
what ought to be o sacred wdea.  Are they, and are

DEBASING

Chrastians cencrally, guete as careful as they cughtto
be, even anong ourselves ?

Daces our * Shorter Catechism ™ explain the thud
commandment too stungeatly by saving that at e
quues the holy and reverent use of God's names,
tithes, altrabutes, ordinances, vord. and werks” and
that it furbuds = all profaning or abusing of aavthing:
whereby God maketh himself known ™ Ifnot afthis
1 a true statement of its meanmyg  then, are not what
are usually known as ** Sepptural jokes " amony, the
category ot forbidden things?  Once associate a jest,
or exen a conundrin, with a passage of Senptue.
and the ! ght recollection widl imtiude wself many a
e afterwards, when 1t is not wanted - dulhing and
. eclipaing the true lesson of the passaye, parhaps for
i ever after.

. George Fhot, i her last collection of essays, has a
very irue and much needed one on the evit of “ De-
 basing the Moral Canenoy © She shews puwerfully
“how the lowenng, by misagphcaton, of the words
! meant to express our ughest thoughts must tead al-o
fto lower our very thongdies themselves  But great as
15 the danger of debasings the moral cunrency, 1~ there
not far greater dangerin debasing the sporstueal cur-
rency 2 We are so dependent on words that the as-
sociations we attach to them have no lutle reaction
upon owr fechngs themsehves, 11, then, the most
sweet and solemn words that owt hps can frame on
carth are debased by some bght and tithing assodia-
tion, must not this have its effect i lowenny also the
feehings whe h the word, nightly used, should awaken ?
If wetake v word which to the Chistan s full of
sweet and sacred meamng, and link at, even trans-
wently, with a passing jest, or a Judicrous misapphi-
cauon, do we not therchy help to debase our spitual
curreney 7 Wall the word: when we uy 1o use ¢t
jagan in ats true sense--come back to us with st
congmal sacrednesss and purity 2 It may be ~o, with
{ those who use it, but sometmes with those who /e
i, itmay neser entirely luse the tast of the degrading
association. Ministers who venture to treat caclessly
| on holy ground may never know hew the souls which

by their solemn and earnest appeals - may, on an-
other, te thrown back and hardened by hzanng the
same voice use the same words and forms of eapres-
stons in so different o tone and so different a con-
Inection.  And when this happens, cinthey be held
guite gzuilues>? We have no sympathy with the ydea
that carnest Christian people or Chuistian ninisters
need to wear lony faces and eschew the imnocent play -
fulnessaud legiimatehumoeurof the cheerful hieartt.at
doeth good hke a medicine.” Bat this may be enjuy ed
to the fullest extent, without trespassmng on sacred
around, and some of the merniest hearted of men have
been the most truly reverent. But we do need. for
our own sakes and that of the outside wald, to he-
ware how the Amencan national sin of irreverence,
and thppant tnfling with s.wored things, gauns ground
among nursehi oy

“here 1s no s against which we bave more solemn
warnings in Old Testament history than the sin of
touching auy part of the Ark of Ged lighth.  And
there i~ nothing, probably, that moie tends to encour
age the growth of o defant scepticism than the idea
that Clistiansdv ot sealive thedy vion belicfs wnnlea
which s sure 1o be confirmed by the Lght use of
wotds which they know we consider sacred. However
lightly they may regard them themselves, they are
very wide awake toanything bike urevere e 1 pro.
fessing Christiuns, Do we not then- nunisters amd

thinkingly  neutralize the very prayer we so often
olfer . Hallvicod be Thy Name ' Do we not nced to

mectings, and m the fieedom of fann!y Life, aganst
these * hutle foxes that <pin) the vines , for our vines
have fender grapes !

Tur Washugton correspondent of the * Christian
Umon "wiites  ** The ladies would geuerally vote for
Mrs. Hayes for 1 second term.  Itis safe to say that
no lady mn the present generation has produced
more favourable impiession by the grace and simphi-

i on one occasion they may have touched to finer iszues |

people—nced to beware lest in this way we wmay un-

be more on our guard, e the exatement of social |

—

aty of her mannets i presiding at the Whaite House
than bas she. Tos worth a4 owney o Wasiungton
tosee o mple and uncemventional a lady atthe very
head ot the Mirencan soaety, Her  por.
tadts do her scant justice, Her fwe s wone
derfully mobile .t constantly expresses her own
penume enjoviient in the ensovient of her guests,
Her Lagh is contagious . and it would be as im-
pos-ible i phutograph or even a por'rait to
pretare the Dfe that spakles i her face as for a
pretine to portiay the sunsline that dances on the
dumpled suttace of ke which ever and anon breaks
out it et nppled laghter,  Her socal victory
15 complete, and has boeen won after a hard battle.
The stuty has been told hefore, but it 15 worth re-
teiling.  She came to Wasthungton deternuned not to
offer wine to her guests - tus was the determination
of a hfeume, and she would ot and could not aban-
donit. To gne a Stae dinner without wine was
declared be ampossible, all Washington was
opposed to her, | believe it even became a Cabinet
(question. For ayear she was atarget for the sort of
wrrows which itis so hard for any woman to bear un-
dinclungly.  But she bore 1t all 5 by her pauent per-
sistence and ker tact cined the day @ and conquered
Mis, Goundy i her own neld. She never has offered
wine . Washuegton follows her lead . and | doubnt
whether any State capatal, ot excluding the capital of
Mame, 15 o more thotaughly temperance aty than
Washington today. The v lusicn of wines and
Lquurs frum the Capitol daes from the days of Sena-
tor Wilsun, but I dge that public senument has
grown stranger, and that the exclusion 1« more com-
plete now than ever before A< you go to Capitol
Hill.dorg Pean-yhuania Avenue you come to a hquor
shop with a sign eatending cut over the sidewatk. On
iware the words . * The Lasc Chance.”  On the reverse
side, seen as you come back from the Capatol, are the
words “The First Chance”  Possably a man who
understinds the appropriate wignals can find a chance
for a drink at the House or Senate restaurant; but
notl. g stronger thar lager s drunk pubhcly.”
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WHAT TO AFFORD.

Phere isme etd of Lypocnisy and wnorance coucealed in
the comtm spresse, ** We can't affondd 3™ and we al-
ways svinpathized with that eheeiful philosopher fuend of
ours whoforbade aits use i us home, By the allotments
of e be was necessaniy an cceuenist 3 bat he aught hos
famiy to sy We prcfon somcdnng JaG”  Wedo ot
chovsg g, o We can o without 1. Used 1n a
taeh, manly or womanly fashion, and honestiy, the expres-
ston s Bonourabie @ but it v o associated with a disgene
tenicde complatimyg spoits watls sunginess or alack of true
siscnmiiaten, that it has come v Le the cant of econamy,
— and cant ot all lands ss detestable.

Whetha one can aftord a tang ot not depends upon some-
thing besdes tie tncome The outgoes i other directions
should cnter 1nto the calevivtion, Maost of the serious ninor
nustahes of hife e f0omo fulane crectly to understand
what we carnot aftund todeca naitodo. Tobegin with, one
cannot alfond te dive teyona Lasimcome ;and the ignonmg of
this tote o bungs debt wathits endioss traun of worres
and tout I Batath e wisdow and waimung from Soloman's
tume to thas have o satticed to mahe men bive within thei
mcames, chd we do gt parpose to waste words abiout it.
Lhete v acrance, howaver, 1o doad men and women to see
that thae s wdiaand choce as to what they shall get for
the money they spod, Lot e onices. The soual phals
ssophar o poliicaseconomist wha shall cause people 1o see
vinedly and undor-tand cioandy the wadely difienmg possital-
ies that e waian ten twenty —a hunared  tive hundred
dodivrs - wi T bea Bondledton io s vadds S0 many men see
weoasiolha eniy the pennirs st will carn at mterest ' So
wany think oniy of what it waii send down their throats, or

Cput upon thest backs, o aad 1o ther power to advettise its
Spessssons Hie eagaaty o use money wisely s 50 much
praer than the alaliy o accumulate it.

Aned this suggests the iflcction tha there s o0 much
dufting, and not wnough planming, m the world, It
seems sometimes as thouh the mapanty of men have plans
Hovevenydang butwy. Anyidung e an sicllgent and
vy etimate of e 1l value of the facts, experiences
fand possessions that we mect with here, s left to a few

advologiaas.™  Toas a paty that the appranals of wen who
use the true <tandards of measureen, and hnow the real
valuc o7l Cannol b e geneally acepted, But while
every man s his own appaaiser, what he <hall get or make
out of hfe wail depend upon the vicws he ho'ds and.the hab-
s he forms. We have always thought there was quite as
wiuchy plislosopiy as wic m die ramare of Madisy, ** Give me
the Tununies of Lfe and T will dispense with the necessities.”
st hoth the seuse and the wit lie m the interpretation of
the termis Tt s a0 hnowing what to afford that the art of
sprading money consists. — Goldenn Auele.




