
%vhat lie bas to, huy dccrcastzs iu a grenter ratio thin wVhat lie
hias ta beli, then i s conditionminust bie inîprovcd. Amîd this il;
te\actly wliat is happenuing in Canada to-day.

We state, withotit fear of contradiction, tlîat tiiere sies'er sias
.a period iii the history of this country wîhcn a bhtel of wleat
wntild purcliasc more manuifactured goods than at presemit. If
n hecat lias gomîc (10w1 in value, imîiiuf.tcturcd gonds have
lt'sscucd imi value also, and in otîr op)inion, at a very nîucli
grcatcr ratio thami the farniers staple produet.

Esery jcwcler who lias been co!ned with tIse business for
over twemîty ycars kîîoNs that the same watclî that inl 1869 cost
tlîe fariner 50 1bushels of whcat, cati now be bought b>' hinu for
35 bushels, and the clock tlîat lie tlien lîad to give go busiiels of
whleait for, he cai iiow, low as lie thinks the prit-e is, purcliase
m tl the proceeds of eighit or nine busliels.

And as it is with these articles, so it is with nearly es'ery-
tliing tlîat tlîe jeweler or the niercliant lias to selI. 'l'lie falloLn'- -

ng estract will show just howv înuch this différence anîgouîîus ta
during the last scventy-tlîrce years on sornie linc:; of staple
goods

IIi 18 16 it îook, just one bushiel of corn t0 bu>' one pouînd
of nails, now one bushel of corn wil bu>' ten pourids of mails.
*Jlihen it requircd sixty-four bushels or barley ta huy one yard of
liracluth, naw the saine aniourit of barlcy ivili pa)' for twenty
yards of broadclatli. It thien required the price of anc busliel
of whezit ta pa>' for amie yard aof calico, now anc bushel of wheat

Mli buv twenty yards of calico."
But wliile wlicat (and perhaps harle>-) bas gonc down in

lîrice, it is an undoubted fiact, that alniost everytliing cisc that
die fariner has ta seli has advanced very iaterial>' durîng the
hast twenty years. Compare the present prices of nicat, milk,
buitter, s'egetables, and everything cisc that people cat, with
those of twemity years ago, and >'ou will find thiat such produce
lias advanced fromn 5o to 100o per cent. Sa thiat if tie farmter
lias to seil his wheat for iess monge> that formneriy, he slîouid bc
ablle ta recouî bimself for tliis depreciation b>' the advance lie
gets on the rcst of his produce, to sa>' nothing of the saving lic
effects on the gaads lie bias to purchase.

1 t is bard ta persuade aur agriculturai friends that the>' have
nu just cause for grumbiing, but if one looks at the style in
which aur farmiers live, and the cornforts, not ta sa>' luxuries,
1%hich the>' ia" enjo>', which we-r. flot thought ivithin their
rmach tveent>'five years ago, iu mnust be canfessed that their
grievances are iot s0 weii fouinded as songe people ssould trv. to
niake theni believe.

Os'er-prducuioi is just as prevalent amnongst maniuf.-cture:rs
as mt is aniongst the farniers -canipetition is ceruainly as kcen
mu trade as it is in agriculture, and takimg tbc percentage of
taîlures as a criterion, it is safé to sa>', that altlîough fiarrning
uiay nat present tic exceptional but clusive prizes ss-lich teîîîpt
,,0 many nien to rush mbt business, îieither does it, on the con -
trary, have to have charged against it uhose disnîal records of
failure ta whicli ninety-scven out of evcr * humîdrcd mien cuigagcd
min busifless have ta confess. Wlilc farming înay flot be the
i înst pirofitable business in the count-y, it is certainiyon oflaI
i i least rsky and offers few chances aof filure.

This continuai gnumbling of Free '[rade jot.rnals lias begun
î<> nakc our farming friends believe that thcy are reail>' sa liard
up) that the>' should nat pay their horgcst debts. We have
trmt-d tri show that tîsese assertiomns are miot well I'oumited, aîîd as

they lime a l>ad effeet un1 btis1ucs'., %t nrust T. r .,ter-, NOIl
Iset thieir foot " n surh comuplmmnts %% lieues% cr thec.oni1)1e to

their notice. Self reiiauce and flith Ili (lt! future 1-, one great
factor of sIlccess, ani those %%ho tani seCv andî tmlk of noîhmng
ahlead but dîqs;stcr, airc not oi>' hutrting tileir mutmi chances of'
prosprmty. hut those of everYhody el:e wmith whoni thu>' coin
in conitact.

CORRESPONIDENGE.
THE JEWELERS' LEAGUE

»AVING rend in 'I*iii. 'lRADE1R in article re!ative to

a miember of such, kiiudly give mie sonij particulars

and information of said Leagume, as 1, being a jcw-
eler, nmay also becomie a memiber of-it, if satisfactory.
A reply will mucli oblige.

Dcc. 5, '89.
Y ours, etc.,

THAN KS.

* difor 'r'RADrn-S-ir:

'Isen yau, b>' mail to (1 , .1 plîntograjîl ut fil%- -Ore

iv~k'~. sat baset. -Vt miself, I presumîie s-ou are miat
persoial>' acquainted, but1 with the -ent witli. the Christ) ami, I
think yotî ssill bie better acquaintcd, as liu is a wvesterni mîan
wvho is quite amiadvertiser witlî yuu. Wisliimig ynutr sp(y jotirmial
aIl prasperit>', wluch it richly deserves, antI yourself and stafi a
Nlerry C'hristmas, 1 remain, v.ours rempectfumls,

Hamiltomn, lec. i9, 1889.

TOO MANY JOF3BERS.

- Editor TRADEi-Slr:

Rt REPLYING to your kind invmtation ta the trade ta
give their s'iews as to whoni the jobber should
seil bis goods, you ma>- put mie down as a kicker.

S I think this is the oni>' real grievance the trade
< has to fight against to day. Wh'ile >'ou part>'

admit in yomr editorial tlit tbere sliould be a
v une drawn somîîewsherc ta confine the jobber in

disurihutimîg bis goods, you do flot secmîî to draw amie >-arsclf.
But no doubt you vicw the question mîore frouu a jobber's point
of view han froni a rctailcr's. 1 don'u knou liowjewelers in
other towns suffer, but 1 will give you ra>' own cxperience, and
fia doubt it is a fair criterian ta go b>'. 1'ic place ini wlîmch I
do business bas a population of about Soo, thîcre arc two regu.
lar jewciers that carry about as much stock as thc business of
tue place denuands, in additionî to this there are two drug stores
and uwo gecral stores handlmng watcbes, je%çelry and silver-

platcd içare. In fact when samne jobbers strike bere tluey cail
on neari>' every mian in towmi except a waggunniaker and a
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