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4 Ti's weli to bce far"ous for sornething ;su
my friends often told me, and then they
added that 1 was famnous for rny papier
knifé. rhis gave rise wo a question wliich
produced consideral)le con troversy a t the
tie: " Is a fact lîke that conclusive proof
of the paper knifv l>eing extraordînary, or
iuiay it mean that the owncr is iiîsigiîifi-
canit ?" 1 hope 1 took the hanter in good

art. Bowmari said it was capital fun, and Swtepstone said

profession, and he referred tw Swec1îstotie as a mercantile
Bohemian. Sweepstone returnctd the compliment by sa> ing
that lawyers e'cistcd on a repuitiitt which they won wii
ignorance prevailed ainong pwople iii geiieral, but that stock
and shiarc brokers wtre ii Il the foremuost files of tiie ; they
reprelented the sciemîtific spirit applied to the regiun of
commerce. But thev never ra iled aglinst each other long if
the>' could find a third person to tornent.

Tlhe paptr knife was a marvelotis jiroduc lion, 1 mnust
confess-oîly fit for a millioniaîre," said Ilownan. "Or a
lunatic," respoiided Sweep)stoîil, stattng the laughtcr s<iii
followed. liecause of rernarks like thesNe 1 îiersistetitly
rcfused wo say hoy it carne into miy possession.

Let mie descrihe it. The blade vas rune inches long, aîîd
it consisted of richly tinted agate. 'l'ie stone had lîcen
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it ',îliig would produce marth if properly trcatcd, and others
mnade !îrnîlar remarks as they cnjoyed the laughter which vas
îroduccd. The men who were most thîn skinned were
tc.sdîest with their jokes., so 1 loolccd upon it as a compensa-
ton, and tried not to hegrudge thern their amusement.

liowman would have it that 1 h2d stolen the paper knife,
*î:d Svceî>stone hinted sorncthing abo)ut a stîl mort serious

îu<* Ille îng connccted with it. *Ihen thtre were moars of
..Iuïlîrer which votild have put a light hcart into a
::ý l'dchondriac.

1 rnay tcmark at this stage that Bowman and Sweepstonc
%%cre tva hachelor fricnds of m.nen, both good fellows, and

Sas a solicitor, and Sweepstone vrais a stock and share broker.
owman alva)s spoke about himself as a member of a learned

Worked unltil St vas tlî ICîîougl for the iltirIK)sC tq) % hidi it
was devottd. ANgate is excecdîngly liard aîîd lîrittie, su tlîat
great care must have becen exercîscd hy the lij>îdary who
grouîid and p<îlîshed it. On the blade vas engraved the
motto, - owhing but lxas'es." The bandIt val; silve:r- a
good, substantial liand!r, whîch niîght have îîet on a dagger
or a liovie knife. lit vas richly chascd, anîd tic ornanieîîîatîon
vas very hîcautîful. On cach sîde of the hiandle, in the
thickest part, there was an oai framnework, rcîircsttig coral
and scacerd. Inside the frame vas a dolphîn, which sc;ed
to bic swîmming in %rater and l>earîng a chîld on its hack. It
vas indeed a vrondcrful paper kniîfe ,urs nly lault xas thuat nu
ordinary mortal would ever have used ît for cutting ilt leaves
of a book or magazine.

ILend me that stolen paper knifc,*' Iowman vas f.,nd of


