IN NOVY SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

and Jobsters abound ; which the people catch
for the London niarket, but refuse to eat,
even when half starved. '

The John Dory is reckoned by epicures
one of the choicest of fish; but in Devon-
shire, where it sbounds, and also in Ireland,

it used to ‘be thrown awsy as unfit for food. |

T'here secms to be some superstition connect-
ed with this; as it is said .that a Devonshire
cook-muid flatly refused even to dress it
Brrs, which are abundant and of goed
quality, in Cumberland and Westmoreland,

and also in Scotland, are regavded by the,

people there with as much disgust as snukes.

SKATE, which is in high estimation in Eng
land, in Ireland is hardly ever eaten, except
by the fishermen.

ScaLrors. on the other hand, which are
reckoned a dainty in Ireland, are hardly ever
eaten in England ; and though they are abun
tant on many of the coasts, few of the Eng-
lish have any idea that they are eatable.

"I'he CorrLE-FIsH (that kind which produ-
tes the inky fluid), though found on our coasts
js not eaten by us; but at Naples it is highly
esteemed ; and travellers report that it tastes
like veal. Cock-chafers are, by the Italians,
tandied, and served up with other confection-

ery.

"Ihe ECHINAS, or Sea-egg, is also unknown
to us as food, butis reckoned a delicacy in
the West Indies.

‘I'he HEDGE-H0G no one in England thinks
bf eating (either “ a la sauce piquante,” or
therwise), except the gipsies, and some who
have joined them, and who report that it is
Better than rabbit.

‘the &ailor in the English and Duteh whale-
ships dd not eat the flesh of the whale. But
those in tHe French whalers (with their well-
known national skill in cookery, are said to
make a palatable disli of it.

By almost all the lower clagses in England
venison and game of all kinds are held in ab-
horrence ; and 30 are fresk figs.

By the Australian savages, frogr, snakes,
large moths, and grubs picked out of rotten
wood, all of which the Inglish settlers turn
from with disgust, are esteemed as dainties ;

ut they arc shocked at our eating oysters.

Ailk, as an articie of food (except for suck-
ing babies), it loathed Uy the South Sea Is-
Janders. Goatd have been intrdduced into
several of the islands; but the people deride,
the settlers for using their milk, and ask
them why they do not milk the sows. On
the other haud, dogs and rats aré favourite
article3 of food with them.

‘These last {as is well known) are often cat-
en by the Chinese ; who also eat salted carth-
worms, and a kind of sea~slug (Ilolothuria),
which most Europeans would turn from with
disgust.

In the narrative of Anson’s voyvage, is a
full account of the prejudice of the Suuth
Americans (both Creoles and Indians) against

"TURTLE, as poisonous. The prisorers cap-
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jtured in the prize ships warned our sailors

against eating it, and for some time lived on
bad ship-beel; but seeing that our wen

throve on the turtle, they began to eat it at
- first sparingly, and at length heartily, And
; when set ashore and liberated, they declared
that they blessed the day of their capture,
which had introduced them to a plentitul sup-
ply of wholesome and delicious food.

Iorse-flesh, which most Europeans would
refuse to eat except in.great extremity, is pre-
! ferred hy the Tartars to all other; and the
flesh of & wild ass’s colt was greatly esteemed
i by the ancient Romans.
| As for pork, it is on religious grounds that

Jewsand Mohammedans abstain trom it (asthe
Hindus do from beef;) but the Christians of
tae East seem tv have nearly an equal aver-
sion to it; and the like prevailed to a great
degree, till lately, in Scotland also. See
Waverly and 1'he Forlunes of Nigel.)

‘The Jarge shell-snail, cailed Escargot, was
a favourite dainty with the ancient Romaus,
and still is suin a great part of the south of
Europe, though most Englishmen would be
half-starved before they would eat it.

It is said that in Vienna tbe large wond-
ants are served up and eaten alive! Aad-
small land-crabs are eater alive-in China.

The Iguana, a large species of lizard, is
Zeckoned a great dainty in some of the West
India Islands. And the monkey and the alliv
gator are eaten both i Africa and in South .
America ; and some travellers who have over~
come their prejudices, have pronounced them
to be very good eating. A larye crocodile or’
allizator, indeed, is said to have a strong
musky flavour ; but a young one tastes much
iike a skate:

Even when the same substances are eaten
in different countries, there is often a strange .
difference in the mode of preparing them.
Both we and the Icelanders use butfer, but
they store it up without salt, till it is rancid
and sonr:

We agree wiih the Abyssinians in liking
beef'; but they would probauly objet as much
to the * Roast-beef of Old Lngland,” as we
should to the half-hving morsels of raw beef,
in which they delights

Maze has been jutroduced into New Zea-
land by the missionaries ; and the people cul-
tivate and highly esteem it. But their mode
of preparing it for food is to Europeans most
disgusting. 'They, steep it in water tillitis
putridy and then make it into a kind of por-
ridge, which emits a most intolerable stench.

HUMAN FLESH has been, and still is, eaten
in many parts of the world ; and that by peo-
ple considerably above the lowest rank of
savages; such as the Fiji Islanders, and an
Indian people called the Batta who are said
even 10 have a written language. ~

And evenin cannibalism there are great
diversities. Some nations eat their enemies;
and some theh: friends. Herodotus relates
that a Persian king asked the Indian soldiers




