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Tc, the Rditor, of the Montaiy Record
of the Church of Scotlsnd.

I wish to direct your attention to the
report of the Colonial Committe
of the Church of Scotland, publisbt:d in
.the November No. of the M(,NTIILY
]RiooRiD of that Church, whicli contains
,these wordls. "The Union of the 1'res-
byterinns in the Dominion of Ciiiad&î lias
at length taken place. A very rg
inajority have con curred in it but a fewv
of the brethren tonnected witli the
Church of Scotland have declined 10

Join the Union. " The first question tlbat
wil occur to the readers o' (lie above
quot'éd passage, is to ask:- Is il really
true, that only a few of the former ad-
herents of the Churcli of Scotlaud iii the
Dominion of Canada have declined to
join in the Union, and the second ques-
tion naturally la : WÀence does the
colonial committee derive ils inf'ormation?
I t a matter of such vast importance to
the adherents of the Church of Scotland,
*both Iay and clerical in the Dominion of
Canada surely there ought to be an
authoritalive source somewhere, through
whicb the colonial commitlee should con-
stantly b@ apprised, of the real and true
state of things here, with respect to the
laie Union. The Presbytery of Pictou
if they only avait themselves of it, have
abundance of materlal lu their bands to
_' ho riw tue Cuolonial Committee that the
Aatemient ln the report is ::ot correct,
especially with regard to, the Maritime
Provinces. It ia flot the "few" but the
"miany" not the rnlnority, but t' e large
inajority wbo, have declined to join the
Unic.a. To show that this L~ true I bec.
ti direct attgntion to, the followmng un-
deniable facts.

Take Nova Scotia propr.-Ând it
ought to be borne in mimd in this con-
moetion, that the first synod formed. in

Sonnection with the Churcli o? Scotland
in~ Briish~ North America was tbat of
Nova Scotia and J2. B. Island, the rest
followed.-In 'Nova Seota proper, before
the late Union took. place, there were
eigliteen congregations in connection
iwith the Chuircli of Scotland, o? these
six only have joincd the Union, twelve
decliiuing, to do so, and assuming, if you
like, dluit ail the niembership in these
six çongr'vgations %vere heartly for the
Union -an assumnption which is far

froti being truc, for we have the signi-
lirliUt fnct, that although the Union
lias been consummated lwo, years ago,
and mu net of the Legisiature bas been
paýs:,ecl, to enable congregations wishing
to join in flic Union, hy a vote of' two-
thirdls of' the pew owncrs, le, carry the
teunporuulities o? the congregation wvitb.
:hiem-ye. to this day not one of the
secvedlimg congregations bas ventured to,
bring; the question beforeýj their people.
A decisive proof the leaders know that
the congyregations arc far from. being
unanimous in the mnatter of Union.
]$ut adniitting they were unanimous
and that aIl the membership had heart-
ly joined ,it -what thien ? Just tbis!1
That one third of the congregations
enlered mbto the Union, two, thirds de-
dlined 10, join, and if the population con-
necledl with the eighteen congregations
be counted, which eau easily bci done,
it shall then be found that more than,
three-fourths of tbe p,ýople in Nova
Scotia proper, have dccbnied 10 join in

... e tthcfew, uttlù ïûny.
Not the miuority but an overwhelming,
majority. In the liai'd of Cape Breton
aithougli the Ohurch of Scotland hadTno,
clergyman setlled, there at the time the
union question had been agitated, neyer-
theless, the adherenls of the Churcli of
Scotland'there, have alinost to a maxi,
deelined, joining lu the Union, and do
'dedline. True, the Halifax Witness
,"a notoribusly unreliable aulhority lu
8ucli maltera," says that the congregation,
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