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that evurY oiîe of tie three lîundred godis of JBln.
duismn bave corne at one Limie or another ani
bathed, and ln so doing, bave left somne divine
virtuc; hience its exceeding poiver to cleanse
from sinî. It is said tîxat whosoe'.cr bathes in
this filthy well receives instanit and utiquaýlifled
remission of aIl sm'; even the Most diabolical
murderer îiay here flnd instant cleansing. It is
no -%onder that the pilgrinîs, whio for three thou-
sand years or more have frcqucntcd tlîis well,
have so done, but it is incoiiceivable how they
Cali believe bncb tÂiings.

The principal temple of Si va iii Benares is tic
Golden Temple. It is owxiied by a ricli woman
and farmed out to the priets. It isa handsorne
building, having twvo beautiful spires upon iL
with a central donie. The donie and one of the
spires are overlaid wvith gold plate, that. is, thixi
sheetings0f solid gold. This temple, lize ail tie
temples ia Benares, is characterized by the filthy
phaltic worship of this God.

Well, I had the honor of beiixg personally con-
ducted through tie Lucknow museuma by the
learnied and distinguished curat.-r, w-ho during
the past year lias been making extensive excava-
tions in the ancient city of Mutra, wvhich stands
next to Benares for lîoliness. Mu tra w-as one of
the chie£ cities of the J3uIdiiats in the days of
its early powYer aîîd glory, before the tinxe of
Christ.

Among tlîese excavations are a number of
beautifully carved gods and statues of Buddlia,
and remnains of what were the magnificent temn-
ples of J3uddha. To say that Uic carvings were
the foulest in design I bave ever seen, is to draiv
the case mrild. The indccent paintings; and carv-
ings found ini Pompeii are chaste beside some of
thoen. Mind, these were the carvings with
which their temples werc adorned. lIt is aIl the
more startling because Buddhism lias been sup-
posed. to bc a reforni from. the low and coarse
featurer, of Hinduismn, iii its ethies. It is als> re-
markable that these Lhings have just corne to
liglît within the past tivclve nîontlîs; that is,
this feature of Buddhism. Iad Sir Edwvard
Arnold hiad these things -%vith Nvbicli Lo illustrate
his Liglit of Asia, perhaps that miglît have taken
the edge off that -wonderful romnance of lus. If
that poein, beautiful as it niow stands, could be
stripped of the Chiristian ideas the autlior lias
saturated iL witli, and emhcbllished witli the re .1
Buddhistic facts -vhicî I ]lave reluctantly yeni-

some of their rites uîîtîl 1 tîîrîed sick, and had
to leave the building.

Froi litre we took our way to the famous
Monkey Temple. The monkcy, as you know, Is
a sacred animal. It is regard.ed as belongiiîg to
* superior race, texnporarily doomed Lo thi-i forni
of body, but stili capable of vast aîîd malignant
powver. Therefore tlîey are never under any
circuinstances killed, but always propitîated-
About this temple they ýsarrn, clinibing over
waIlls, anid up the posts and, pillars, and iii and
out of aIl crannies and nîiches, over the roofs anid
minarets and towcrs and dornes. Monkeys to
riglit of you, inonkeys to left of you. Tlîey are
daintily fed and cared for. Visitors are inîpor-
tuuied to buy grain and fruit for thîem anid
feed thîem, witli the assurance that by so doizng,>
blessiiig will corne to them. If the blessing does
liot corne to thein, it is Certain that the pice
(small coinîs) go into tlîe pockets of the Brahmins.
wlio selI thxe food to feed, and tlîe garlands to
deck, the bcasts wvitlî.

liere I liad quite a discussion with the chief
priest of the temple, a liandsomne young Brahmiin
wlho spokze English quite w-cIl. IL is not nece-
sary to repeat tlue, debate. It m as interesting,
Lhough, I assure you, and was listened Wo càgerly
by a crowd of pricsts and laymen, w-ho gathered
about us. The Bralimin finally adniîtted that lie
was not yet -veh acquainteC7 wiLli lus shasters,
and so could not answer aIl rny questions or
ineet my arguments. At the close I asked bim
if lie wouîd gaLber a few of his nxonkeys about
hlm, sit down on the temple ugteps and allow me
to i otograph hlm, as I thought the group would
be interesting as a study of Ilinduism. Hie did
not seemi W perceive the irony involved in the
composition of the group, but readily conseated
Wo have "luis pietur took."

In and about these temples, in tlîe cloisters,
sitting, standi z:g dressed, haîf dressed, and iiude,
are the fakirs, punnets, etc. One or two «vc-e
as iuiteresting asl disgusting. One quite uxude, a
gre-At, fat, hîulking-looking fellow, covered w-ith
ashles froin biead to foot, and inexpressihly dirty
in e-ecry w-ay. Hie lias been sitting lin that spot
day and niglîtfor 11ftLenyears. ie nover spealis,
but always holds out his hîauds for pice (mnoney>.
Others simply lie about and mumble prayers fox-
pice. Tliey are thought to, be very holy and
thîeir prayers very rigliteous.

AIl tUis is popular Ilinduism, and it is said that
tiret 5 set before you, the sentimentalismi car- w-e are nlot Wo look hîcre for Ililnduisni. Yet it is
rent in respect of Buddhism wvould uîxdergo a truc tIi-t the highest aniid 1 ot esoteri of the
change. great î;undits and pli.-losophiers encourage these

After visiting the Golden Temple -ve wexiL Wo things, and tell us tlîcy are xiccessary for the
the Cov Temple, wviere the sacred creatures arc conixnonipeople, thiougli not for the mcin of kuowl-
kept and atteîîded to %viUî ail thxe serupulous edge.
care that ouglît Wo be bestwved upon the gods- IL mus;t not be thouglît fora nmoment thiat this
The inside of thue temple wvbere the wvorshippers is ail thiere is Wo bc seen of religion axid l-linduismi
crowd is unspeakabîy vile and dirty. I watclîed in Benares. I could %vrite pages telling you of
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