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EXPERTS INV HAN]) WBITINa.

Regina v. Silverlock, already referred to with respect to, the
formn of an indictmnent for false pretences, raised another point of
more interest. To prove the handwriting of the accused were
called a p)olice officer, who produced a letter and envelope written
by the accuscd in bis presence, and the solicitor for the prosecu-
tioni, who had given considerable attention and study to, hand-
writing, and had on several occasions professionally compatred
handwriting for purposes of evidence. The solicitor's right to
speak as an expert was challenged, but his testimony was ad-
mitted, subject to reservation of a case on the point. For the
defence it was argued that the solicitor was not an expert but a
mere amateur, and an attempt wvas made to suggest that a man
cannot be called as a witncss to handwriting,who bias not made a
profession of studying handwriting, which led the Lord Cheof
Justice to observe that there were two classes of experts, those
who made a tborough study of handwriting and those who made
a business of testifying in the witness box as to their expertness;
and in the end the Court had no difficulty in coming to the con-
clusion that a witness on a matter of opinion must be skilled in
the sub ject on which hie is called to give an opinion, but need not
be in a particular business or profession, nor have passed any
examination in thc subject; or«, to, adopt the words of iMr. Justice
Williams, 'it is necessary to show that the witness, cither by bi's
profession or by his habits and studies, is more competent than
others to give bis opinion." The weight of testimony given as
to opinion is a very different tbing froni the question of' its ad-
missibility. A man may know enough about thc subject to assist
the jury somewbiat, but not enougb to bc of mach assistance to
them.-Law Journal.

D UELLING AT THEF IRISH1 BAR.

The late 31r. John Edward Walsh, who was Attorney-CGener-aî for
Ireland in 1866, and subsequently Mlaster of the Ilolis in Ireland
tili bis death in 1869, wrote and publi,-hed in 1840 a littie book
entitled "Ireland Sixty Years Ago," in wbich hie directs attention
to the practice of duelling at the Irisb Bar towards the close of
the last century.

Many men at the Bar, Ali». Walsh says, practising fifty (one
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