
t66

lPastor anb PjeopIe.

GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE READING.

BY REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B. D.

GOD AND THE WICKED.
ttowclear and strong are the stasemonts made toucbing

God's relation:>a the wicked 1 Theso are ail intended ta
impress upan the hearts ai ovili'mon that God cannat look
upon sin. Ho bates sn, Ho abhors wickedness, and
whosoever is wicked an hlm must rest Gad's strang dis-
approbation. Just read these declarations :
The thoughis ai the wicked are an abomination ta God.

Prov. 15.26.
Sa is bis sacrifce, andhis way or Lue. Prov. 15.8-9The curseofa the Lard is in the house ai the wicked. Prov. 3.33.The lieht ai tbe wicked shahl be put out. job. 18.5.
On the wicked ho shahl ram snarcs, brimstone, etc. Ps. 11-6.Salvatian 15 bar from the wicked. Ps. 119,155.The Lord 15 far/from the wicked. Prov. 15.29.
The way of the wickedis as darkness. Prov. 4. 19.The jlafe af the wicked shall came ta noughs. Job. 8.22.The years ofithe wicked shahl be sbortened. Pra'v. 10. 27.God is angry with the wickod evory day. Ps. 7."1.The wicked shah ho sturned inta Heul. Ps. 9.17.Their only hote is in tumning from their wickedness ta the

Lord. Isai. 55 7. Ezek. 33.12.
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Early in the momning as soon as the birds wore awake the
fugitives ict the shore ta find the Isies ai the Blost. There
was no wind Vot the sea was rougb, although no rougber than
they had often found it af the Ass's Jaw Bane. But when
the sun was fuily up the canoe was like a littie bunaco. To
save fresh wator tbey dipped their woollen bonnets in the sca
from time ta time tiilsthoy were like cakes ai sait. Polydar
grumbled ail the way and even asked Lean in bis angry iolly
if, he had brought hlm there ta kilt him with heat and
starvatian. Sa Leon gave hlm some food and water, taking
far less himseli and sried ta cheer bis causin's beart with
pleasing fancy»pictures af the Biessed Isios. At, last came
the blessed night with a littie coalncss and a gentle breeze
but with a cicar sky and a sea almost' as calm 'and 'peaceful,
for tbe paddlcrs bad made gond headway and were now
beyond the reach ai the caast winds. Also about midnight
the land breezes began ta blow and theso belped the progress
ai theotiny crait. Palydor. slept again as .Leon':.wouîd Dot
quarrel with hlm, saying that ho had donc cnough slave's
work for one day, but Lcon,'staid awake and paddied alone
ssoering bis western course by the stars as ho had notel the
nigbs befaro. It was vcry loncly work out there an the great
acean witb nos a saul ta speak to, and Leon was often tempted
ta despair, but ho shougbt ai the greas God above the blue
sky averbead and trustcd that Ho wouid bring hlm safely
through. Ho stuck ta bis paddie and sang the brave battie
sangs of the Spartan poot Tyrtacus, whicb had sa aten cheered
bis cauntrymen in dark days and nerved tbem ta deeds ai
valour.

When it was day Leon saw cleariy what ho bad seen dimly
fromn the African coass the greas mauntain wbicb we cail
Teneriffe, witb its toty'sumii buried 1in the clouds. Ho
raused Polydor from his siumbers and pointed it out ta hlm
but the ungraseful Polydor grumble marc. than ever saylng
that be saw no Islands ai the Biest but only a great rock on
whicbho was sure no bumanibeing could live. Thon a few
hours laser the soa-breze:ebeganl, ta blow and with such
violence that it was ail the cousins could do ta keep their
ligbt craît'from being 'blawn back ta land again. Ail that
day tbey toilod ever ini sigbt ai the wishod for land yet nover
seeming able ta gos any'noarer, 'Before nigbtbe last ai their
provisions bai gone chiefly ta Polydor. Stili shoy held ta
the paddies hoping that aS midnigbs the wind would change.
Happiiy itsdid sa, veoring round andiblowing off the African
sbore. The sea was stili raugh but thea wind hepedP the boas'se

trees with many coloured 'flawrs' like the acacia in shape,
witb chesnuts and others that bore fruit. SprinkledRamong
them were laurels and'Indian fIgs,'and amongsthe grass grew
flowers like aur bluebelîs but the bouls were golden ychlow and
fçrns ai rare beausy. M*yibirds flew about among sbem and t
gaily dressed butte, files, while lizards ai brilliant hues darted

throuRh the biades of grass beneath. After refreshing thern-
seives witb fruit and wiid grapes which grew abundantiy the
cousins continuing theïr jouroey saw coming towards tbem a
man in a long dress with a tail bat on bis head. This was tbe
first persan tbey bad seen since they left the Canars on the
African coast. Polydor wbo carried tbe spear stood ready ta
defend himseif and whispered ta Leon to draw his knife.
But Leon toid bis cousin to put bis spear down and use it as
a staff, for tbe man tbey saw did flot look like ane wbo wouid
do tbem any barm. Polydor wouid flot advance sa Leon
went forward alone and bowed to tbe old man. Tben
remembering that tbe Canars told bim the inbabitants of tbe
Biessed Isies were af their race be addressed bim in tbe
Berber or Moorish language caiiing him dada% which means
fabher. Tbe aid man replied calling Leon bis yoos or son and
at once tbey entercd into conversation.

Leon found .tbat the aid man was a faycaig, or priest,
that tbe name of the isiand was Literaygotto, tbat the people
caiied tbemselves Acbimenceys and that there Mencey or
king named Achoron Iived some distance off in the city of
Teguisa. Aiea he learned tbat tbe king was a good and
wise man, kind ta -bis awn people and ta strangers. Tbe
favcaig asked who Polydor was and why be remained bebind
flourisbing bis foolisli spear. Sa Leon bad ta tell that bis
cousin was a littie suspiciaus af strangers and ta sbield him
added tbat it was no wonder aiter tbe bad treatment be had
met witb. Tbe aid priest then invited Leon ta came and
rest awbiie at bis bouse and Leon overcoming bis cousin's
suspicions and bringing bim with him, tbe three traveiied
along tbe road together.

The cousins spent a very pleasant hour at the faycaig's
bouse and enjQycd tbe cakes wbich be baked bot for tbem in
an aven under ground. Tben be advised them ta go and
take service with the Mencey at Teguisa for be said King
Acboron wishes ail strangers ta came and sec him. He told
tbem af a sbort road ta the capital wbich iay througb Lake
Herra in tbe midst ai wbich was an isiand where clothes an~d
provisions were kept for the use of thase who were on their
wav ta tbe Taigmogar or rayai palace at Teguisa. Before
coming ta tbe lake they wauld bear the talking birds and
must attend ta what tbcse said for tbat would make ali tbe
différence in their journey. Also they must swim over ta tbe
isiand for there was fia boat there and if thcy couid flot swim
tbey must wade, no matter how deep the water looked. He
alsa advised Polydor ta tbraw away bis useless spear and told
Leon he would do just as well wîtbout bis long kniic. Sa
Lean left bis knife as a present ta the priest but Polydor
said he was no féol and would keep bis spear. Tbe faycaig
blessed the youtbs and tbey went forward on their way. It
was a very pleasant way under sbady and fragrant trees, over
veivety grass studded witb many biossams and as they went
an great flocks of brawn and yellow canaries filled tbe air and
began ta sing. IlListen 1" said Leon ta bis campanian ;
IlThese are the talking birds, let us bear wbat tbey are say-
ing." Sa tbcy iistened and Leon plainly heard tbe wards of
their sang for be began ta dance along the flowery way, keep.
ing time ta tbe music wbiie Palydar stood stili and flaurisbed
bis spear. IlDon't yau bear wbat they say ? be cailed ta the'
happy Lean. "0f course i do " Leon answered ; " they sing
tbe same thing aver and over again with many changes. It
is Ilbope, peace, love, trust i trust, love, hope, peace 1 hope,
hope, hope, hope, peace, love, trust 1" IlDon't you bear it
taa ?" But Polydar scowied and said " Thcy sing nathing of
the kind. It is " Beware, take care 1 take care, bcware 1 ware,
ware, ware, bewarc, take care 1" And they are wise birds toa
for that is wbat people Must do in the world."

Thus the two cousins went on their way listening ta duf.
fcren t sangs fram tbe same birds. And as the sangs were
different sa were the ways ai the yaung men. Lean's beart
was full ai the biessed quartette 'lhope, peace, love and trust
tili it made him skip and dance on bis patb like a happy
child. Poiydor's was fullaf distrust and suspicion and be
marched like a soldier witb ready spear and eye on every side
iooking for enemies. At last they reached Lake Herro with.
out seeing a buman being. It was a beautiful sheet of water
but very dark because of tbe overhanging trees sa that fiaanc couidtel1b1w2eep-t wa. Leo- too offbis agge

Leon was much tempted ta go after bis cousin because be
loved bim in spite ai bis bard ways. But the birds flacked
ïound him with their sweet warbiings of hope, peace, love and
trust and the sun sbining down upon the isiet in the centre of
the lake made it now sa beautiful and so near tbat ho plunged

into the waters and swam tawards it neyer fcaring. Soafi e
found tbat he need flot take the trouble ai swimming unles!
bei, iked for as he rested for a marnent bis foot tnucbed the
bottom ai bard smootb land. Sa, ieisureiy be waded aver t0
the island. There he found many vines and fruit trocs 80d
in their midst a littie stane bouse like a summer bouse iO
rayai graunds. The door was open but nobody was therO
Bread and dried fruit were an a table in the centre and niGff
was in recesses in the waIi and ail around the raam n lg
cbanges af clathing for the use of those wha wcrc going tO
sec the Mencey. Leon ate same ai tbe bood, took a pitcher
and f lied it witb bresh water af tbe lake which he drank anid
the sangs ai tbe birds and then cboosing a plain dress put it
an. He aiso taok same ai the bread and fruit and anothcl
suit ai ciathes for bis causin and crossed over ta the otbCt
side ai the isiand. Here there was no need ta wadc for 0
bridge ai stane spanned the narraw strctcb ai water betwO
the isiand and the shore. When be reached the shore ho
iaund anather stane bouse tbere and iooking in at the doof-
way saw a man iying down upan the floor. Thinking it WaO
bis cousin be caicd out in Grcek "lChaire 1" or bail Paiy*
dor 1" and walked farward ta meet him, wondering that be
had faund bis way there Sa soati.

Before Lean camne up ta bim the man rase and scized Il
beavy club. Then Lean saw that he was a negro, vcry black
and very large, with a flerce, savage face and biaadsbot eYOS.
But as be bad neyer donc the negro any harm be stili ad'
vanced and saluted him in the Moorish tangue. Tbe negrO
beid up bis club for a moment tbcn loaking at Leon's kindIt
face and secing that he carried fia weapon he lot the stick fal
and asked the young Greek what he wanted there. Sa LeOO
told bis stary and offered the black man same brcad and fruit-
for he knew that if be ate witbhlhm he would not do bim alY
harm. Tbe negro sulleniy took the food for he was hungrY
and then feeling better toid Leon bow ho was an outlaw. ThO
king he said was far too good for bim. Ho liked freedom tO
do as be pleased and what be pieased had nat always bec"
what the Mencey. liked. He bad kiliod some people tbsg
stoad in bis way and enow be hated everybody because every'
body looked down upon him or.' feared him. If Leon bad
turned away irom bim it would have been bad for hlm but as
he trusted him he would sec that black as ho was he could be
trusted. Then al ai a sudden as if he had beard a noise ho,
jumped ta bis feet again and:ran off witb bis club into the
tbickets on tbe leit aide of the lake. I hope" thought TLeOn
ta himseli " that poar Polydor wiIl not meet tbat man." AI
saon as the negra was well out ai sight Leon began calling ta
bis cousin and cantinued doing sa tili night bell. Then as ho
could da nothing tili the marning ho wrapped birniscli in bis
robes and feil asieep ta dream ai swect-.scented flowers and
sweet-voiced birds singing ever ai hope, peace, love and trust.

In the marning soon abter be awoke ho heard a noise the
crackling sound'of some.onebreaking thraugbÏthe busbes 00
bis leit. IlIt is that negro again"» ho said. But it was not;
it was Polydor. And sucb a wrosched looking croature as hc
was I suppose you bave nover bebeld. His wooion cap was
gane, bis sandals lost, bis clathes tamn and stained and bis
much lovod spear nostat be seon. Ho wrftbed rathor shan
waikcd aiang as if ho werein'great pain. Aiter Leon bail
given hlm some refreshment ho told bis pitiful story., NO
sooner had ho bitf bis cousin at "the margin af the lake than
ho found himseli in a jungle, thon the jungle tumned ta a bag
and the bog ta a swamp. But for bis spear wish whicbhoh
tried overy stepping place ho could not have gos along. Asr
it was ho fell and sank into the mud many times. Thon
when he bad gos mare than bal way round ho saw a gigantic
black man coming tawards hirn wbereupon ho bid bobind 3.
troc. T ho negro calied ta hlm ta came out but ho would
fiat. Thon thero was was a chase but as the black manl
knew tho swamp well and was very active ho soon caugbs uP
with Polydar. A short flgbt ialbawed but the negro dashed
the spoar out ai bis apponent's'hand'then soa.beat*him with
bis club that the unhappy Polydor lay in the mud as dead.
Wbereupon the black man took the spear and went bis way.
Abtor a wbile Polydor came ta himself and crawied feebiY
onwards sbraugb shorns and slime and stingzing insects and

'If a man pray-as ho sbauld,'itiis the prayer ai faitb. If a
man abey as ho sbould, it is tho obodienceof faith. lifa man
war.in the Churcb militant, is is the fight ai faish. If a man
lives.as a Christian and holy«man, ho livesh by faith. If ho
die as ho ougbs, ho diesh by faitb. These ail die in faith
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