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NORTH AMERICAN YLIPE ASSURANCE COV-
PA NY.

Tht annuai meeting of tis Conpanv was heM ai its liead
office, Taronto, an Tuesday, the 28tb ai january, î8go.
There was a large attu.ndnnce of those interested in tht insti.

< tution. The Directors' report showed that tht new business
for tht past year was the larg' st i tht istary cf the Com-
pany ; also that large incr',ases had been made in every
brandli af tht Campany . usiness, tending ta its continued
pragress and prosperity. It ivas also pointed out that the
greater part af the Company's business was an tht semi-ton-
tint investnient plon, and further, tbat nearly ail the home
camipanies were naw issuing palicies an this plan under ane
name or anather, clearly indicating that tht insuing public
prefer this farm of insurance. î!- financial statement, ta.
gether witb tht auditors' report thereon, was duly submitted
ta tht meeting.
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WVe bave examined tht bocks, documents and vouchers
representing the foregoing revenue accaunt, and aIso each cf
tht secuirities for tbe praperty in tht balance bheet, and certify
ta their correctness.

JA.NEFS CARLYL, N.D.,
W. G. CASSn' s, AUos

ToRoNl«o, january 14, i890.
We concur in the foregoing certificate, and have personally

madIe an independent examination ni said books, quatterly,
and also cf each cf the securities reprcsenting said praperty.

E. A. MFREDITI<, LLD.,
B. 1B. Hrn

Audiling Comnifflee (?/ the Board.

Mr. John L. Blaikie, Vice-President cf tht Company, tookc
tht chair iu tht absence cf tht President, Hon. A. Mackenzie,
M.P., who was attending ta bis duties ai Ottawa. Tht han-
curable gentlemnan, however, dîd flot forget tht company witb
whicb he bad been cannected since its inception, and addressed
a letter ta tht policy-boiders andi guarantors, which ivas read
ai tht mr-eting. R-e expressed is regret at net bting ptesent,
and especiaily so as tht year 188c) was tht most succes fui
in. tht hstory af tht Com~pany, and tht statement sbowed tht
greaest advance of any year. Ht also dwelt an, the fact
thai the assets had in every instance been brought down to a
ïcash baits, thereby continuing In tht same.caur>e thai had
been adapted at tht outset, viz., ta builc thtéChmpany up on
a solid foundatian.

Tht letter fram thte1resident was received witb louci ap-
spiause.i

Mr. Blaikie, the Vice-President, toto addressed tht meet-
ing and deait very fuliy îvith tht main features of tht report.
Ht aise referred in feeling terms ta tht lass sustained by tht
death of tht lat Vice'residtnt, Hçn. Alexander 'Morris,
which bad occurred since the iast atin i'aLmeeting cf tht coin-
pany. 1W comparisons with 64ïTer leading companits, he
demonstrated ta tht satisfaction ofi aQ present tha; îirc secur-
ity offered to pahicy hoiders b# tht N9 rî.h Amnericon co truiy
be said ta be Ilunsurpassel'aI ths oninent."'

in referring ta the ce dhtt n expiced from tht large
American campanies, he sbwe&J vr clear manner, tak-
ing tht figures from ;an a1iai\entaement publisheà in tht
United States, that tht perdçnt a surplus ta assets cf tht
iargest companies was much le . ~n those cf many of tht
smaller campanies. Dweling ' tl is point, and also on tht
low motaliiy that the companeM-oing ýusiness in Canada
had so far experienced, and further on the higher raie cf in-
teresi obtainabie in Canada as comparedfwith other countries
for safe investmnents, he showed very clearly ihat it was
certainly to tht advantage cf Canadian insurers ta paîronize
their own companies. Ht stated that tht company's solid in-
vestments in mortgages and debentures constituted a relative
security f .or pclicy hoiders neyer before attained by any Can-
adian lift insurance company ai tht same period of it- history.

Tht agents expressed great satisfaction with tht rtýerence
made to îbem by Vice-Presîdent Biaikie. Ht comme.zded
them for tht good îvark îhey had been doing, and illustrateci
in glowng termns the acvantage ta many îidows and crphans
ihat haci accrued through life insurance, which, however,
wauld neyer have reached tbem but for tht work cf tht agent.

Tht motion to adopi tht report was seconded by tht Hon.
Frank Smith, who expresseci bis opinion that the report ivas
a:s=odi one, and further, that be should say that it would
beams impossible ta beat iis campany's record in any
part cf tht worid.

Tht usual vc'.es ;fthanks were then passed. Tht follow-
ing gentlemen were electeci as directors . Hon. Alexander
Mackenzie, M.P., John L. Blaikit, Hon. G. W. Allant Hon.
D. A. Macdonald, H-ugh McLennan, Dr. L. W. Smith, J.
K. Kerr, Q.C., John Morison, E. A. Meredith, LL.D., A. H.
Campbell, D. Marat, E. Gurney, Hon. Edwatd lake.
John N. Lake, Edward GalIey, Hon. O. Mowat, B. B.
Hughes, lames Tharburn, N.D., James Scott, William Gor-
don, H. H. Cook, M.P . Robert Jaffray, Edward F. Clarke,
Hoa. Frank Smith, and William McCabe, tht addition ta
tht directorate for ibis year being tht Han. Edward Blakre,
Q.C., M.P., tht Hon, Frank Smith and Hon. Oliver Mowat,
Q.C.. M.P.P.

Subsequently the new Baard met and unanimousiy re-
elected Hon. A. Mackenzie, M.P., President, and John L.

>Blaikie and the Hon. G. W. Alian, Vice- Presidents, and the
usuai standing cammittees with the addition cf tht Hon. Ed-
ward Blake, Q.C., ta the company's most important cmmittet,
viz.: thai an insurance.

HoN. A. ÏMACKENZI, M.P.,
President.

J. L BLAIKIE,
HON. G. W. ALLAN,

Vice-Preside nis.
WILLIAM MCCABE,

Managng Direclor.

THE* CANADA PREsI3v'ERJAN,

IPVN1 I WAS A GIRL.

'sVhen I was a rtirl," said grandmaranma,
%Vbo stocpee witb her weght ai jea:s,
NIy scp was as I.ght as your steps are,
My futrm was ai straight, rny dears 1

tVith laughter andi song my youth %vas gay,
1 hati more bright days than sat,

And sol, utile maitis, ta you b say,
And bear i n nd-Ile glad 1t

When b was a girl "-she sweetly snileti
On ecd fair young face upturned,
1 ikept the love and faith of a chilti,
AntI in aili hings God i dscerned 1

Iis constant bles-ing my spirit knew,
lIlis guidance 1 understood;

And q0, cny chiltiren, 1 say to you,
And lay ilta heat-be rooti 1 I

* TEN VEARS OLD.

To be ten Vears aId bas always seemed tai me a very ser-
ious thing ever since the day when 1 became sa. If was a
Sabbath day, îny tenth birthday. 1 think that I hadt about
as good a mather as any boy cver had--very laving very
wise, and very faitbful. She did net warry me with toe many
talks and lectures, thaugh she kept ber kind, watcbfui eye
on me always, and she had a firm as well as gentle hand.
Wben she did sit dawn ta have a regular talk with me she
was apt ta say things worth remembering-things wbicli b
couid net forget. On thai Sabbath day, my tenth birtbday
she said, Il My son, if yau live as mucb longer as you have,
lived now-ten years-you wilI be a man, as tail and large as
yau are ever gaing ta be. Then you will flot be taken care of
and guided by Vour father and me. You must Icarn how te
govern and guide yourseîf before that lime."

She made me ste that it was a great thing wo get ready ta
be a man, and ta do a man's part. and bear a man's responsi-
bilities in this world. She made me feel that il would make
a great difference to, me, and that it might make a great dii-
ference ta aothers, what kind cf a man b should bc. She had
net waitd tilti hen te îeach me thetlesson which King David
taught to Soloman . Il My son, know thau tht Gad ai thy
father, and serve him with a perfect beart and witb a willing
mind. . . . if thou seek Him Ht will bc found of thetj
but if thoti forsake Him He wîli cast thet off forever." She
was always teaching me that-she and my father-even mare
by their bcnest, godly, kind lives than by their wise dnci faith-
fui kind words. But 1 remember no cnt day in which that
gcod tessen sunk deeper ino my heart than an that Sabbatb
day ivhich was my îenth birthday.

Wben tht next ten years bad gant and my lwentieth birîh-
day hati came, sure enough, 1 had gant thrcugb coliege ard
ivas teacbing a school, in wicb 'rere some schclars as aId as
b was. I remembered that lalk witb my mother, and wrote
ta ber about if an that day. Ten more years and b was a
father and a pastor. And so tht end of each ten years bas
found me wtb sericus responsibilities, in wbîch at ail1 limes
it bas helped me ta recaiiect wbat my mother taugbt me wben
b sat an ber lad, andi how she advised me wbtn b was taller
than she. b do flot rememrber ever being sorry fer having
donc as I îhought my mother weuid wish. This was sa, quite
as much afier she had gant frara ibis world as when 1 coua
write letters ta ber and gel letters from ber.

A good many littie readers cf Ihese pages are about ten
years oId, 1 suspect. Somne have had their tenîh birtbday,
and sonne wilI have il scon- Do not wait for ibat particular
day ta came before you seek tht Lord. IlIl thcu seek himn
îiow, ha %ili be found ai thez." But still 1 cannot help îbink-
ing i is a very sericus tbing ta bec en vears aId ; and there is
cnly one way ta make it a happy and safe îhing ta be more
than ten years aid. Hasn fot wbat b have been saying make
il pretty plain, v-bat that way is ? Think it aver, my litile
Presbyterians, and talk it over wth ycur mathers on any
Sabbatb day, wbether il is your birthday or flot.

LITTLE THLVGS A GAIN.

\'ou will be almost tired of hearing about everyday
'trilles," 1 arn afraid, but I do want ta repeat (,ne mort anec-

dote in that uine. Here is a litile ccnfession taken from tht
lips of a schaol-girl, andset down in ber own words.

I'Ive begun ta flnd such fintie mean streaks in myself
tliai I'm quite frightened. Guess wbat 1 was tempîed ta do
tht other day 1 I was wasbing tht dishes for mamma,
and whon 1 gaIteo tht tins and ketts1 was dîsccuraged, îhey
licoked so greasy and black, and I've always been a luttle vain
cf my hands.

I 'm going ta, Kiîty Merrili's parîy to-night, and I want ta
keep my bandis nice for that. l'Il leave this for mamma ; it
won't make any difference with ber bandis, because she can't
keep thcrn nice, aayway.'

IlThen somnething seenied ta say to me:. 'Oh, you coward!
oh, yau sneak i To bc wiling ta have whiter hands thaxi
your moiher 1 Aren't you ashamned ?'

I was ashamned, and 1 washed the ketîles preiîy humbly,
b cao tell you. 1 feit as if îhey wtren'î half as black as 1.
Since then IVve watched ail my thoughîs, fer fear I shail grow
so wicked mamma wcn't know mne. 've leai-ned pretly
thoroughly what tht tninister means when he taiks about tht
1 littie foxes that spoil the grapes of a fine characte.' 

YOUTH CALLEL> TO PURITIY.

The young are the strength of the present and the inheri-
tors of the future ; theirs is the accumulatcd wisdom cf the
ages which are ended andi the endicss hapes of the ages which
are toecarne. Tbey bring the vigour of undiminished energy
ino the struggle where oldcr men are wxery, and are the
perpetual reserve force whicb Nature marches up ta reinforce
the bafled armies of to-day. *î ..tt which iged heurts have
ionged ini vain to sec they wilI behaid , the broken promises
ai the pastit il vl) be theirs to possess and redeemi. The nid
man catches at his few remaining years of lité as a miser ai
bis iessensing gold, but the Young man bas a sense of infinite
weath in the unsquandered future îvhich is bis. To be Young
is to be a miliionaire in hope, ta ledl yoting is very bliss. A
nation's future is with ber Young men ter what the mani af
twenty tbinks the nation wili soon tbink. 1 address you, then,
as the oniy tiuiy wcaltby people in the world *-rich in strengtb,
in resolve, in ambition, in time, in opportursity ; you, Who
stand in the golden gaîeways of the dawn, and sec the ycars
belote yau like a fruitful country at your feet ripe for con.
quest.; and with ne nobter word cati t satute Yeu, as Yeu go
down ta your hate andi your inheritance, than this word ai
laus1%ta Timatby : IlKeep thysei pure." Ve want that
virile, nianiy purity whicb keeps itseif unspotted from the
world, even amid its worst debasements, just as the Ily lifts
its siender chalice of white and gold ta heaven, untainted by
the souiti which it graws, thotigb that soit he the reservair
af Putrefactian and dtcay.

TREASURE A T ROTI ENI>S.

A Wesern paper relates the follawing suggestive incident-
When the late Dr. Hocige was drawing necar the close of bis
life he spent two or three days at my bouse. He discovered
in my study a piece of furniture be greatly admired and asked
me ta buy for himi, if 1 could, a duphicate. Upon recemvng it
from my band he pulled out of bis pocket a purse n order te
reimburse me, but there was notbing in it. 1 playfully re-
marked that bis treasures were ail laid up in heaven. He
bade me pause ta sec if be did not sutlh ave ail he needed
for taith. Ht soon found tht change hbc vas in seaïch ni andI
handed it ta pay for the furniture, sayng . " 1 bave from
bayboad taken the precautian ta bave some treasuire at bath
ends af tbe journey.Y This simple expression contains tbe
sum and substance af bis rnasterly tomes on didactic. îbeology.

TO BREAK OFF BAD) HABITS.

Understand the reasons, and ail tbe reasons, why the habit
is injuriaus. Study tht subject until there is no lingering
doubt in your minci. Avoici tht places, the persans and the
thoughts that lead ta tht temptation. Frequent the places,
assaciate witb the persans, indulge the thoughts that iead
away from temptatian. Keep busy ; idleness is the strength
of bad habits. Do flot give up tht struggle when you bave
broken your resolution one, twice, or a tbousand times. That
anly shows how much ceed there is for Yeu ta stuive. Xhen
yau bave broken yaur resolution, just think the matter over,
and codeavour ta understand why it was you faiied, se that
ycu may be an your guard against a recurrence af the samne
circumstances. Do n"tt think it an easy thing that Yeu ihavt
undertaken. It is foily to expect ta break off a habit in a
day wbîch may have been gatbering strength in yau for
Yeats.

DO VOL/R IEST.

There is a fable told about a king's garden, in wbich the
trees and ail tht flowers began tu make compiaint. The aak
was saci because it did not bear flowers ; tht rose-bush was
sad because it could nat bear fruit ; the vine was sad because
it bad ta dling ta tht wall andi coulci cast no shadow. II am
net tht Icast use in the warid," said the aak. I might as
weil dit, since 1 yield no fruit," saîd the rose-bush. IlWhat
goond can 1 do?"» said the vine.

'hen tht king saw a littie pansy, which held up its glaci,
fresh face, white ail tht rest were sad. And tht king said:
1, Vhat makes Yeu se glad, when ail tht rest pîne and are se
sad? " Il I thougbt," said tht pansy, I that Yeu %wanted me
bere, because here yau planted me, andI sa I made up my
mind that 1 would try and be tht best luttle pansy that could
bc."

Let us ail îry ta do aur best in the littie spot where God
bas placed us.

A BIG NURSE FOR BABY.

In India, where tht tiephant is treated by bis mahout
almast as ont of tht family, tht grateful animal makes a re-
turn for tht kindness sbown it by a voluntary taking care of
the baby. It will pa:iently permit itself ta be mauled by ils
little charge, and wiil show great solicitude wben tht chiid
cies. Sometimes tht elephant will become se attached t1 its
baby-friend as ta insisit upon ils constant presence. A case is
knawn where tht elephant went se far as ta refuse ta eat ex-
cept in tht presence af ils 11111e friend. ts attachment was
sa genuine that tht child's parents wauld flot hes.tate ta leave
the baby in tht elepbant's care, knawing that it couldha-eno
more iaithful nurse. And the kindly monster neyer beiied
tht trust repased in him.


