Aucust Ztst, 188q.]

in some period. Xt wust be such that the faco and posture
sppear animated by the spirit of the man placed in o par-
ticular situation. In other words, the painting must pre-
serve the personality of the artist in thu presence of

pature or of the man, woman or child with whom tho artist
[ cnters into sympathy. Further, the lifo represented by
tho painting must be worthy. There is much in actual
life that is commonplace, much that is wearisome, which is
R a0t worth recalling, There ig, sgain, much in life that is
?unonl, that is degrading rather than elevating in its in.

uence. A painting has no oxcuse for existing which is
uot helpful, which douvs not enrich and ennoble our lives.
The only ground oun which the artist can stand is, not Art
| for Art's sake, but Art for righteounness’ sake. The
painting must, in & word, be a true and worthy example
of Fine Art.

What, then, is the value of such a painting to any one
of us? First of all, it is of value in the way of ciwlture,
A single picture would appear to have little educative
value, but, snmll as it is, it is real. It can indicate what
¥ is to be gaiued by familiavity with works of art, if they
were only numerous in our Province. Some may be sur
| prised to learn that a single picture induces observation, but
nuchisa fuct. Cowparatively spuaking, ordinary people are
blind to what is going on around them. They see little
more than what is necessary to carry through the business
l they are intent upon. The general rule is that o man sces
vhat he looks for. Hence the natural scientist can see in
a landscape ever 8o wuch more than an untrained observer,
smply because he knows what to look for. Said the artist,
B DBlake, ** A fool sees not the same treo that o wise wan
2 does.” Now, the artist wust, like the scientist, be keenly
| slive to the innumerable facts of life, though he differs
8 videly frow him in the use he wakes of then. And when
| for his own purpose, he isolates in a painting a certain
B number of these facts of life, he makes us see them as we
uever or very rarely saw them before. Take any picture,
for example, *The Waif,” by Sir John Millais, and say
whether or not you would have noticed on the street the
. litle gir} and her basket of flowers in the fulness of detail
» expressive of the life she lives; yes, if you had passed
her & dozen times in the day. Another value is the
coltivation of the imagination. ‘The artist not only closely
observes the facts of life around him ; he also gives them
an imaginative regrouping for the axpression of some
§ feeling. This compels us to do the same; for in looking
| 2L a picture, we do not confine ourselves to the forms and
colours on the canvay, but go back for the same facts of
life to our own experience and regroup thew in the way
the artist teaches us. In making us thus reweave the web
of our experience, the artist trains that one of our
powers that keeps life from becoming a monotonous here
ad now, But that for which we most value a picture
is the pleasure it affords. Were it only for the momentary

rill experienced while we look at it, we would vajue
g every fine painting, but in so doing it also cultivates our
i emotional susceptibilities. This means that our capacity
for .enjoyment is increased and refined. The picture
appeals to both our heart and intellect, thus helping to
heal that division of our emotional and intellectual natures
that so often creeps into our lives. Not only so, butat
§ links our pleasure with worthy objects, with beautiful
¥ scenery and virtuous action,  Surely the touch of feeling a
 picture gives us is & precious gift !

A picture is valuable, in the second place, for the cruth
of lifeit gives us. It has been already hinted that the
wientist and the artist roam together over the facts of
buman experience ; but they soon part company. The
wientist gathers his facts aud settles down laboriously to
smlyze and compare them. He submits them to the pro-
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t oesses of “abstraction and generalization, and gives us hus
¢ W trath of life in abstract ideas. The artist, on the other
" § tand, never passes buyond the suuple facts of hfe. His
T S urtis to represent them in their concrete reality. Is he
T m the presence of nature? Then, for hiw, the little
S BR fower that bhe plucks from some cranny is indissolubly
]

[ icked with tho fecling of pleasure born with the thought
jofit. Ho shrinks from the abstraction of the one from
the other ss he would from the cold touch of death. From
these concrete facts of life, as has been said, he selects
wme and gives them an imaginstive regrouping. Butit
fisnot & blind selection or s merely fanciful regrouping.
W He is guided by the particular weotive or central ides
which he seeks to embody in: his picture. In this sense,
pinting, like poetry aud the other arts, is ¢ the applics-
jtion of idess to life.” The artizt clothes his abstiact
E motive or ides in concrete hving forms. - The philosopher
catorstes a code of natural and moral law, which scrves as
2 most valusble guide tous in life. But the artist teaches
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'y ‘Sl us what beauty and virtue is by representing beautifal
¢ Mtings and virtuous actions. He spesks to us of the
" M dignity of life with all its joys and sorrows by picturing
* Sthe worthy movements of worthy men and women. He
§ Sl belps us onward in the struggle of life, not by an argu.
¥ Sl ment, but by picturing & strong man who ever delights in
1! ‘Bl be beauty of the world'and in doing his duty. He teaches
4 by exampls, not by precept.

x These values of pictures in the way of culture and in
In - B the exemplification of the fundamental truths of life, are,
RF er all, only means to an end. By making us live less

owly in their presence, thoy should cmpower us to
liva better in théir absence. By making us look at lifo
lrom the artist's standpoint, they should fit us the better
% any lime to. view life artistically for .ourselves. As
Exerson would say, **.Away with your nonsenss of oil and:
asls, of suarble and chisels : exoept to open your oycs to
W witcheraft. of sternal art, they sre hypocritical rab-
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bigh.” They wust give us the power to reveal in the
beauty of tho earth, sea, and sky, to rend sywpathetitally
the struggle of life in the faces and actions of those about

us, to make the past and the distaut live before us, and"

often to create a vision of the fancy imparting to life * the
glory and tho freshness of a dream.” We all have this
power in a greator or less degree, but through our absorp-
tion in business we seldom exercise it. We impoverish
our lives by always caloulating economic values. Not
that we should give up these calculations—no sane man
would think of that—but that we should not allow them
to be the whole of life. It is our duty to seck that ful-
ness of experience our nature is capable of. Only in this
way can we come to beliave in the grandeur of life and
spurn the blasphemous question, Is life worth living?! In
this realization of our capabilities all worthy Art is a
most valuable xid—even a single good picture is appreci-
ably helpful. Ww. D

Toronto,

HARVEST SONNETS.

L—THR REAPERN

The fiolds are ripe, the golden garners teem,
‘The patient hind rejoices on his way ;
From upland furrow and by lowland stream,
‘The veapery gather all the live-long day.
Hourding tho master’s wealth with faithful hand,
‘Through noontide hours unwearied toil they on,
A smart and rough, yet honest-hearted band,
Hoping uo quiet till life’s task ig done;
When the last gleaner, Death, of every grain
Strewn in the trenches where Time is no more,
Shali bind his sheaves and bear them back again
To the great Sower, whance they came before
T'o bloow in tields eternal, where no care
Shall vex their long-sought rest with life’s despair.

1L —THR INGATHERING,

Giratoful and lovely, through the leafy glade,
When day is at its sultriest, harvest heat ;
*Vhen birds scarce twitter in the noontide shade,
And the slow herds seck out some cool retreat,
Comwes the rich mother of the harvest sheaves,
Bearing her firstlings on her ample breast ;
Speared barley, wheat, and fruits in tinted leaves,
‘fo lay on Nature’s altar, ripe and blest—
Thank-ofloring to the Bountiful, who gives
The fertile sunshine and the softening rain —
The Father, Lord, of everything thatlives,
Without whose blessiug men would sow i vain.
Look up, O Mother ! boly are thy tesrs,
Aud sweet thy hymn of praise in heavenly ears,

Waoodsiule, Berlin, Joux Kin,

MAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

We ourselves, in the sphere of relations—in the related
world —can speak of God’s manifestations only in broken,
diverse, incomplete phrases. Far beyond us God is, yet
He is near o us in all that is—in our owa selfhood, in
power, in cause, in truth, goodness and beauty, in all high
ends which we can seek ; He is at our door, even dimly in
our hearts. But this Being can never be grasped in one
conception, or treated as if He were the term or beginning
of a mathematical demonstration. He is, no doubt, one
and supreme. But He bas endless relations—endless, just
because He 18 God. He is the ground of all, in all, throngh
all, yot somehow not there--not in His supreme essence,
not in His selfhood, not as Gud. But in looking up to
Him as the ground of all relations, we cannot formulate
God in one conception, in one idea of the so-called reason.
‘The only philosophy and the only religion worthy of the
name is that which looks beyond pure formule of the
mere intelligence or thought, and finds God in the breadth
of experience, history, human life, yet, in Himself, utterly
transcendent of all that in these we can know, feel, or
name. Not the definitely Known God, not the Unknown
God is our last word, far less the Unknowable God, but
the everto-be-known God. We are not God. and when
we form, or attempt to form, an idea of Him, we do not
create Him. As Bosszet well said: “Si Phowmme avait
pu ouvertement se déclarer Dieu, son orgueil se serait
emport€ jusqu'a cet excls ; wais se dire Dieu et so sentir
mortel, 'arrogance la plus avevgle en aurait honte.”—
“ Knowing and Being,” by Jokn Pestck, L L. Ds  Blackoood).

As residuary legatees, along with otber institutions, of the

. late Mr. Kedslie, Momingside, the Foreign Mission Commit-

see have received $6,610 ; the Aged and lnfirm Mnisters’
;«’und, $1,990, and Lauriston Place Church, for its poor, about
1,990.

THE Rev. John Thomson, of Prestonkirk, one of the oldest
of the Disruplion minister, who was ordained assistant and
successor to his father in 1831, has died in his 86th year. He
dontinued to thelast to keep togethera strong church and to
take an active part in many public affairs. il within a few
weeks of his death he performed the daties of chairman of the
school board, an office which be had filled for many years.

AT a general meeting in South Wales it has been resolved
as the government insists upon its Tithe Bill being passed, to
raise the standard through the whole Principality of no tithes.
An wndemnity fond is to be raised and the warfare will be
carried on without compromise. The Bishop of Bangor de-
nouncesthe movement as one “striking. at.the.root.of civili-
sation,” and predicts that it will lead to effacts not perhaps
anticipated by the original sgitators.
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THE three largest wholesale bookselling firms in london
are amalgarmhating,

MRs. BARBOUR ot Bonskeid is providing the salary of a
second missionary to assist Mr. Cook at Singapore.

DR. SOMERVILLE preached 1 the church at lnverary re-
cently to an overflowlng congregation.

THE Rev. P. T, sanford 6f Hope Street Bapuist Chmeh,
Birmingham, is a coloured gentleman.

PROFESSOR FLINT will be asked to conduct the opening
service at the meeting of the Art Congress in Edmburgh.

IN one day the 50,000 shares in the M*Ewan brewery were
subscribed for five tunes over—twice over  Edinburgh and
three times in London.

DR. MATHEWS, secretary of the Presbyterian Alhiance, has
been attending the jubilee synod of the Evangehcal Uniou
Church of Belgium.

IN 1856 Britain consumed thirty-two and a half imilhon
pounds of tobacce and cigars ; last year the consumption had

* increased to fifty-six millions.

STONEHAVEN Free Church congregation have appomted
commissioners to oppose the translation ot Mr. Robertson to
the M'Crie-Roxburgh Church.

‘THE Belgian Parliament has passed the Bill providing for
the subscription by the State of 10 000,000 francs towards the
construction of the Congo Railway.

Dk, CAbI'A.R RENE GREGORY, a young American scholar,
has been appointed professor eatraordinary in Leipsig Univer-
sity—an honour without a parallel.

THE chief daily newspaper at Rome warns the Pope that
once he leaves that city return will be impossible. Italy, nt
adds, is perfectly indifferent about his departure.

_CRUGGLETON chapel, a small pre-Reformation build:ng
Wigtown Bay, the churchof an ancient parish now united
with Sorbie, is being restored by the Marquis of Bute.

WURTEMBERG, amid all the States of Germany, enioys
the enviable distinction of pre-enunence 1n every enterprise,
whether domestic or foreign, of a charitable or missionary
nature.

“ EasT Lothian ;Studies ” is the title of a volume in the
press, the second part of which is from the pen of Rev. Win.
Whitfield, M.A,, formerly of Dunbar, now of Marlette,
Michigan.

EDINBURGH U. P. Presbytery has sustained the call from
Newington Church to Mr. Watsen, of Dumbarton ; it has
been signed by 514 members out ofa total of 645, and also by
192 adherents.

MR. ANDERSON, of Kilsyth, 1s retinng after forty yews
service, and Falkirk Presbytery have sanctioned an arrange-
ment whereby his congregation gives a lump sum to provide
him with an annuity.

A COMMITTEE of the English Presbyterian Church s con-
sidering the -question of compiling a catechism for the Sun
day schools simpler than the Shorter Catechism and introduc-
tory to that compendium.

T Sunday School Union of Otago numbers 770 teachers
and 7,000 scholars. These are but part of the non-Episcopal
members, for the union is but young and has hardly covered
the whole province as yet.

Dx » CARMICHAEL of Montreal, who is officiating at
present in his brother’s pulpit in Dublin, is attracting great
congregations, he is described as the most impressive preacher
heard in the Irish capital for many years.

LoRD WELLWOOD has decided, in the case of Mr. Bailie,
of Catrine, against the parochial board, that guoad sacra min-
isters are exempted from poor ratesin respect of their manses.
This is the first time the question has been tried.

AN open-air meeting at Inverary, to further disestablish
ment, was addressed by Mr. Denham of Edinburgh and Mr.
Battersby of Glasgow. These gentlemen have also held
similar meetings in other towns and villages of Argylishire.

PrINCIPAL RAINY and Mr. Lind, of Beliast, are to visit
Dunedin about the middle of August, and the Presbytenans
of that city and its neighbourhood have made arrangements
for a public welcome, which is sure to be characterized by
great enthusiasm.

IN several cases of late, kirk-sessions have resolved to -
troduce instrumental music: and a correspdndent of the
Scotsman draws attention 10 the fact that such a resolution is
mcompetent, everything that enters intc the performance of
public worship appertaining to the Presbytery.

THE Rev. J. K. Hewicon, of Rothesay, who is preparing
the second volume of Winzet’s *“ Certain Tractatis ” for the
Scottish Tract Society, bas returned from wisiting the chief
libraries on the Continent, inclyding that of the Vaucan,
whither he went in search of the lost writings of the Abbot of
Ratisbon.

MR. GEORGE H. FAIRWEATHER, M.A., who was licensed
by last Assembly, died lately in his mother’s house, Dundee.
Brought up as a stone-mason, heentered Aberdeen University
in 1880, and maintained himself during his college course by
working at his trade in the summer. e did so even alter
taking his degrec,

LORD BUTE, in a letter in which he expresses strong sym
patlﬁ with home rulz for Scotland, says he wishes that when
people abolish the sacramental fast days they would substitute
holidays with some meaning, such as St. Andrew’s Day,
November 30, in winter, and the anniversary of Bannockburn,

* June 23, in summer.

MR. G. G. A. MURRAY, who succeeds Professor Jebb in
the Greek chair.at Glasgow, is only in his twenty-fifth year.
He has had a brilliant career at Oxford where he was elected
to an open fellowship in New College last year. His father
was for some years Speaker of the New South Wales Legisia-
ture and is one of the colonial kaights.

THE death of Mr. Alexander Reanie at cighty vears of
age has removed another of the old settlers in Otage. He
was a good type of the exrly colonists in Dunedin, touk great
interest in public affairs,.and was at one time Speaker of the
Provincial Council ; he was of late years intimately concerned
in the benevolent institution for the poor; but all. along he
wa$ one of the most strendous and able promoters of the
cause of temperance. :



