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the apoities are laid, on the founadation, but which
lieth bv its own spontaneous act an the faunadation
jcsulb.hrist.1" Dr. Maie, of Glasgow, ane af the
ablest writers af Scotland, says an Ephtsians ii. 2o :
"The foundation of the aposties and prophets means
the foundation laid by thora. Such nîso is the exegesis
of Calvin and a hast of the most learned writcrs."1
Dr. Eadie says thc aposties and prophets of the New
Testamenlt Churcli laid the taunadation broad and
deep in their officiai labours. In speaking af the for-
matiDfl in allier epistlcs, the apostle never conceives
of hlmsclf as being thz foundation, but only as laying
il. He stands in lais awn idca as externat ta it. He
desiglatedhiimstlf.asa wise ister builder, andadds;
"iOther tounidation can nu man lay, than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ." jesus Christ wvas the chief
corner stonc upon which thc apasties and prophets
botb rested themsclvcs and built others by their
instructions iEphesians av. ii-13; Acts xix. 6j
Romans xii. 6 ; a Corinthians xii. toi. Tue chict cor-

ner Stone as that principal foundation iwhîch was cire-
fuliy laid a! the angle of the building and on which
the cannected wvalls rested. While the apostles and
praphets placcd the fouandation, the primary stone on
wbich the structure mainly restcd was; Jesus Christ
(c. Isaiah xxviii. rO ; l'Saint CXV11.22 ; MatthewXX1.42 ;
Acts av. i a etc.). The change tram the masculine ta
the femninne gender in the inspîred original is very
niarked, and was cvidentiy designed. The words
lire quite différent. Petras menas a stone, small an~d
mavable. Petra means a rock, stable and immov-
able. Had Christ meant tht Chiurch ta be buait on
Peter, the inspîred text wouid have been IlThou art
Pctras, and tapon tliis stone [petrosi 1 will bufld my
Church,» or " l'hou art Pcira and tapon thîs petra 1 will
baaîld my Church.» I3esidts the Vulgate, the Roman
Catholic standard versîon,gives ît just as in theaoriginal
Greek, " upra Petrum," aîot Il Supra, banc Petram,>
as it would axherwise have been. It wauld have been
a violation cf granimar, as weil as an obscuration af
the sense, as several writcrs have shown,.had Peter
been meant, ta alter tht word and use the temînine
gender. Jesus evidently meant ta liint a contras! be-
tween Peter the niovable stane and Hîmnself the am-
mavaL'e rock. WVe 'vere lately told by Rev. Charles
Daudiet, af Montreal, that the pupils at Pointe.aux-
Trembles School, when asked îvhat Petros, Peter,
meant, replîcd that i meant "la rolling -stone." And
is flot this a fit em-ilem of at Ieast the carlier ptriodf
of Peter's history? None of the disciples saoafien
affended the Master as Peter. In the cantext, we are
told that our Lord, after fully declaring Himself the
promised Messiah and Saviour, informs the apostîts
that in order ta save men. He must suifer and dit in
the room of his redeemcd. Peter, annnyed at this as
running counter ta bis ideas of the Messiah's work
and kingdom, had the presumption ta rebuke Our
Lord for this saying, imaginîng that it: arase froni des-
pondency, or tram a wrong conception of the naature
of(His kingdori. Our Lord instant!ï r,-cognizing the
approàch ai the tempter, wha wo~uld tain turn Him,
aside from tht grand purpase of Hîs mission, in-

Istantly says ta him : IGet hee behînd Me, Satan,~for thon art an offence unto Me, for Thon savourest flot
the things that be af God, but the things that are cf
men." It dots flot seem likely that such a ane
wbom our Lord counts an adversaryi as doing tht
devil's work, in seekir.g to turn hîm aside tram tht
very purpose af His mission, and who was soon ta
deny with oaths that lae knew his Uaster, would be
made the very foundatian an which Christ would
build His Church.

CANDID A TING.

MR. EDITOR,- It mnust otten have seemed.-ta yau
very strange that so many ministers of our Church
sbauld accupy their time in writing about tht evils
of the present systemt cf brirîging ministers and con-
gregatians tag-ether if no evils txist If candidating
is the bet and fairest way, the quick-est, the surest;
and, shortest way af securing a settiement, if tht
Probatianers' Scheme, under whicb sa many good
servants and truc loyers af the Presbyterian Church.
are allowed ta wiander up and dawn, ta and fro, in the
atten hôpeless search for steady, stttled, definite
wqrk is, aftr caretul and prayerful consideration,
admaowledgtd ta .bt tht best-in every senseothe.
best-or aur wanderiag nainisters and vacant carn-

gregations; ;if it is tht decided opinion, belie, con.
viction of the wisest, humblest and purest fathers af
aur muchtloved Chnrch, that no ather pla or scheine
or system or mode af seutlement can equal candidat-
ing or probatîoning, then how is it that you allow su
much; ai your valuable piper ta be taken up with
letters an evils that are anly imnginary ?

'rhere must be Ilsomething ratten in the suite or
Dcnmark " wlien snch things art pcrxnittcd. Ves,
truly, there is rotcnness samcwhierc . but ccho an-
swcers, Where? It cannet be witb the tr.nsters wlîo
complain af evils connecteid with the l'robationcrs'
Schcîne or with candidatiqg ; for 1 find that they
write of things whichi they thcmselvcs have seen and
fêlt. The evils are said to be huiit'tà.itng, injurious,
grievous, ruinons, etc., and arc describeà by anen who
have had a pr.ai.tii-al acquaiman,.. ivitli theîn. I amn
satisfied lait the " rottenness " is not tu bc fuund %villa
tht çandidate, pro4ationea or minister withaut -h.,rge ,
for 1 here soleinnly declare that iitnc out of cety ten
aftour candidates waald accepî allUs ta marra w, or
settîrd, definite, steady work. 1 know many of these
men, and they are weary-he.trted, loncly, di.appoint-
cd, sad, soured men. They are men, nottwathstand.
ing, whom mare than twenty vacancies have dc6i..rsbed
ta me as "«excellent preachers , " the het! %wc ever
had ;" "we have no tant %villa the supply , "any
ont of them would be good enaugh for ns , "w«'tv
have had some splendid nr, but aur people cannat
agrec."

These are oniy a ew of the exprcssionsuscd by va-
cant cangregations regarding tht probatianers of our
Church. No, in aIl seriausness, and as ane of the
most prafound truths, the "'rattenness'" dots iot
belon5 ta our probationers. Vet there as " raîtcnncss,"
and again echo answers, WVhere ? Dots it bclong ta
tht vacancy? Wcil, tram a year's experience with
vacant charges,; fram an intimate acquaintan-.c with
tht internai condition of a large number , tram con-
sîderable thought on tht question, " Why arc congre-
gations so long vacant?" 1 have arrived at thc con-
clusion that one-third of tht " rauenness " belongs
ta the vacancy. No more cemmon expression can
bt heard tromn members of vacant churches than
this. "Tht mînisters we have bail were excellent
men, and any ont of them would have suitcd us, but
unhappily aur people have gat divided up, and we
are as far tram a settîemnent as wc were twelve manths
aga."l

Then we ask for tht canse ai this incrcasingly in-
jurions condition ai vacancies? and tht answer usu.
ally is : "' Weil, you know, tht Presbytery is ver>'
good ta us, and gives us ail tht time we want whercin
ta make a chaice, but this unlimited time is injuring,
scattcring, killing our congregatian. WVe want, if
passible, ta give, when we calI, a unanimous one, and
sa we put off and put off in the hope af securing the
desired unanimity, but aur experience is liait thîs un-
limitcd time dots us mare harm than goad. If we
knew we had ta came ta a decîsion irn four or six
rnanths there would be no difficnlty in doing sa ; but
tht mare ministers we hear tht mare fumerons be-
coin 'e tht divisions, wranglings and disorders."

1 could men;ion cangregatians-intelligent at that
-sa torn up %villa internat dissensions that tht seule-.
ment of a pastor badl ta be placed in the hands ai tht
Presbytery. Somectimes one meets with a vacancy
decid 'cd ta remain so for somne time tili a certain debt
is wiped aff Or a vacancy has ils "eye» upan a
spring graduate, and quietly ivaits for hum, mean-
while makcng the time as pleasant as they can for tht
mirnisters who preach tathem. But tht large niajori-
tics af vacancies wauld rejaice were a definite time,
reasonable time, granted them in which they must
caîl, or tht Prtsbytery will take the matter in hand.
*Tht majority mean business, and are anxious for a
settlement. No ; ail tht 'lrotttantss " is nat found
with the vacancy. With regard ta tht remaining
two.thi:ds ecîto answers, WVhere? Well, tht second
third belongs by right ta aur Presbyteries.

1 behieve th ere is a law passedl by ont of aur Gen-
cral Asseniblies ta the effect that vacancies are ta bt
visited by their Pi-byteries should thcy not caîl with-
in six manths. i hese Preshyteries, through their
deputations, are ta ascertain the causes of delay as
well as ta assis! thtra ont of, their diffice.lties. Do
Presbyteries do this? Is this law flot, ta ail intents
and purposes, .a dead .letter ? 1 would like ta hear
the name of tht Presbytery wtst afi Montreal that
dots it. 'Un thé at her hand, 1 can naine Presbyteries

that have grnnted time unlimited ta vacancies on tht
most trivial excuses. They have alsaorefused ta sup-
ply self.sustaining vacancies with minillers, and sent,
for six, cilht and twelve months, first, second and
third.ycar students, on rcceipt of the most puerile rea-
sons. rîîus the tvirc-pulling, favouritisni, partiality
inel othet mean things exerciscd by those in bni
authority in the Churcli oi God, tvhere brotherly
,kindncss is taughit and supposedl ta mule, witli other
things which have been and could be înentioned, make
tht proof as strang as it is possible tbat tht second
third ai tht "rattcnness" belongs ta Otur Prcsby-
teries.

Notv, Mr. Editor, anc third remains. WVhcre shail
wc trtîthfuhty and justly place it and once mort echo
answers, WVherc ?.

Ilas candidating really receîved from the wisest,
hmnrest mindcd and clcarcst hcadcd et tht fathers
and scholars of the Chumch that thaught and consid-
eration which it certainly deînands and requires?
WVho are tht men that bave really intcrestcd them-
selves in this question' àWho arc the wrlters af tht
letters that appear at almost evemy issue of your
piper, pointing ont, cemplaining cf and dejuloring
the evils connected with tht prescrit mode of scttling
mniasters, and congregations? Certainly not tht Fa.
thers af tht Church. Certainly net aur city minais-
ters, and certainly not those who say that candidat-
ing and the Probatianers' Scheme are tht very best
for aur Church and for its ministers. Tht third part
et tht rottenness certainaly lies at the door of these
men, What a stirring ai tht dry bancs theme wanld
be were tht coming Assembly te meques! the
views af say twenty probationers on candidating and
tht Schtme for Probatianers ! It scmns ta me that
tht Assembly could not do a wisem act than ta ap-
point a commissien having this abject in view. Who
as able ta describe tht peculiar Sensations caused by
toothache if flot the man wha bas had it ? Is not tht
prool af tht pudding tested by tht persan who par-
takes ofil i? Sa, in like manner, tht anly persans
capable ai inteltigcntly and truthfutty emplaining and
describing tht evils inseparably connected with tht
present system ai settling ministers without charge,
and cengregations without pastors are our ministers
'vhose names have been and are on tht Prabatianers'
List.

In my personal judgment, Orangeville Prcsbytery is
moving in the right directian, and thîough it be smahl
it is warthy of ait praise. Witl our tathers and larger
Presbytreies take hold ai this most important ques-
tion ? ALIQUORI.

JELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PU(BLIC
SCROOL&.

MR. Erarro,-In reply ta Mr. Houstona, whose
letter in Vour issue ai tht 29th uIt. bas just been re.
ceived, permit me briefly ta say that I am nfot aware
af anyîhing ina my former position, as exprcssedl in
yaur issue ai December 28, tram, which, I need ta
shrink. 1 have declined ta tollow up ail tht unwar-
rantable influences and taise constructions Mr. Hous-
ton may have put, however unwittingly, on my utter.
ances, becanse ta do so would make this discussion
necessarily degenerate inta one more cf a persanal
nature than ai public interest. I havt no right ta, ask
tht use of yanr columns except for the goad of your
readers.

Il à1r. Houston will refer ta my letter of December
28 again, and point aut what I have said there that
tgsrnacks ai a persecntiag spirit," I shall deal with it
ar îvithdraw it.

WVith regard ta withdrawal et Goverrnment grant, 1
said nothîng. Dots Mr. Houston understand that
Gavernment grant is ta be withdrawn where the pres-
ent mandatary megulations art na! carried eut front
any cause?

As ta require tht Bible ta be taught by agnastics,
wvill Mr. Houston quate tram rny letter where I said se?

Hîs corrections ai my quotations af tht Scbol
Regulations anent tht Selectians are not naw nacces-
sary. Ht migbt have known tha! 1 referred ta- the
Education Repart ofi 88s, and that when I wraôtei
the report af 1887 was flot belote tht public. As a,
matter ai fact thé first book of Selections was ardexed
ta be read ta the exclusion af tht Bible. We are quites
ready ta acknowledge and appreciate the. change.

As ta, tht new Selections, they will -stand or fail an
their merits-nat because af tht naînes ai Rev. .Prin.ý


