u

estonishment and terror.  The silenco was g8 pro-
found as that of the tomb, and the-frail skiff was
whirled with fearfn velocity towards the yelling
dam. Thon a bolsterous exclamdtion af joy broke
from Montain : N

“Palonsby, there ix a chance for us. Down
yonder''where you sée that rock just above water,
tho depth is not more than four feet all tho way
across the river. Byntri}\)x)ing off coaty and voats,
and holding firmly to each'dther, wce'can gain the
chore by wading.”

« And would you abandou these holpless girly
to destruction without an effort to save them ?"
indignantly as'zed Darwin.

«“Sulf'preservation s tho first law of nature,
replied Mottain, dashing his coat, hat and vest
into the bottom of the rkiff.

“ +'We can only save oursclves,’ cried Fallonsby.
And down went his coat and Panama, along with
Montain’s,

% ¢ (b, then, cowardly wretches that you are!
exclaimed Darwin, contemptuously. It is scme
relief to know that 6ur ‘last dreath will not be
drawn fromm an atmoaphero tainted by the presence
of ruch poltroons.’

Thé boat reached the upper edge of the belt of
shallow water, and without reply to Darwin's
tann?, Montain and Raltonsby simultaneously Teay-
od overbaard and grasph%oeach other friply,
began ﬁ%hting their way laboriously towards’ the
shore. But an escape by fording was a fai more
difficalt feat to accomplish than they had imagin-
ed; and by the time they had reached 't ¢ rock
allnded to by Montdin, ard which lay at about one
third the distance from where they lesped from
the boat to the shore, Lh&y" ‘were both so entirely
exhausted that it was with considerable difficulty
they managed to drdg themselves out of the water
upon the flat surface, affording scarcely suffiaient
sitting room for two persons, aid in no place a foot
above the water. - . .

«Th the méad time Darwin had not effartless
resigned himself and ns to impending fate. You
would think that under tho circumsiances there
was nothing thdt human sgency could achieve tw
avert our doom, It wha thus that Mary and I ar-
gued st the time; but Darwin thought our lives
wo.tn a desperate effort, ..ad ho made it.

-« A n.oment after Mon*ain and Fallonsby left us,
hs was overboard alsc, striving like a very Heorcu-
les for cur salvation. First he endeavored to sus-
tain the boat against the curremt by setting his
shoulder against the downstream side, and seeking
to force it gradusily endwise towards the rock,
against the upper gidg of which, if he could but
@sin it, he quaetly informed us he could seeuroly
lodgo the skiff until somse of the other beats shonld
come to our rescue. Fipding biraself afled in
this attompt by the force of the current, he dex-
torously whirled the bow of the .skifl up atream,
afid planting his fpet rmly against thpprojections
of the ledgy bottom, he sought first to force the
bost diagemally acrosd the stream towards the
shere. In this he for a liitlg time made some
progress; but the sirength of the current was too
powerfyl for human endurapce, sod our brave
champion was fast bewmm%z exhausted. Whle
wo-—poor helpless thipgs—all we could do was 4o
git there and pray God to spare =0 gencrous and
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ECHO.

“ Darwin glanced towards the two men cower-
ing there on’ the rock, and exelrimed in a tone
eloquent in its very bitterness .

“+ 0, if those wretches had but remained and
coupled their strength with mine, how easily we
might have sustained the boat nod saved you?’

“Then finding that he could no longer foree the
skiff another atom against the surging current, ho
rosolutely set himself ugainst the lower gunwale,
and said very quietly :

“¢Louvise and Mary, I will battle agaiust our
fate whilo my strength lasts.  Perhaps relief may
reach us before I am quite conquered.’

“ At that moment u cled®, ringiny shout reached
onr ears from the water a little distance abovre us,
and looking in the direction whente the shout
came, we discovered 8 man fighting his way to-
wards us with superhuman efforts. in part support-
od by a branch of some light wood. "A- he Srow
near, we recognized Charley Cheever, who, as we
subsequently learned, had been quietly rambling
slone about the foot of the island, and observing
the accident of the oar breaking st the moment it
occurred, had instanily cast aside his boots, coat
and hat, and plunged into the stream, hoping to
overtake ns before we resached the dam, and aid
us as he might by his cuperior knowledge of
water craft.

“On reaching us, Charley was quite as much
exhauated as Jarwin himeself. and his firat 'word
was a declaration that it was sheer fully for them
to attcmpt to sustsin the boat there until they
became uterly helpless, and finally be forced over
the dam like an old sawleg.

“‘(iive me a hand nere—both of you girls.
Now—a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull all
together.’ Allg by the united efforta of Mary,
mypelf and Charley, that young gentieman was
in the skiff directiy, and not many seconds later
he had Darwin in also, and the boat was drifting
swiftly onward again towards tho dam.

« Charley Choover was a diacarded suitor of
Mury's, while Fallonsby, who had so basely
abandoned her in the momonts of extreme perif
rumor said was her accepted lover.

Queer arrangement, wasn't it. girl~? There we
wero, two foulish girls, drifting to destruction
with our rejectod suitors, while onr sccepted ones
were perched on a rock away up there in the
middle of the river, like see-iions, only there was
very little of any sort of fen about them.

«i Now then, Denton, mon brave,” raid Charley,
gaily but earnestly, ‘let us to work and wrock
this eraft & irifle more. that we may have some-
uming to save her with. Wrench out that thwart
on which you are sitting, while I help myself to
this one.  SBo—we are supplied with tolerable

addles—now you take the bow. and I'll go aft;
eep one eve on my mnotions and aesist my navi-
-g:;ian with all the might that is in you. T've
n-three times over that dam, with more water
Taling ovar than there is this evening. Help me
all you can, Denton; and you girls keep quiet,
and if 1.don’t pilot you down that channel without
rafthng s feather, I'll agree 0 swim vp stroam
over the d~m.

‘1 can never describe to you that fearfui plunge.
for overy rense was merged in that of concen- _
trated wision, and that & upon the stera, reso-
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brave 2 here, evell Wege . we oursclves dogmed tojlute fesktiren of the two heroes w Ao were so gon-

perich.

erously perilling their lives frr our salvation



