
8 leROUGE Et NOIk. ____

LEAVES FROIN A PROPHET'S NOTE-BOOK.

(1)
Fcw ernotiens of the human mind are more envi-

able than those wvhich attend the young prophet sitting
doxvn to wvrite i1 flrst prophecy. If the scîxool of the
prophets whicb bore him bas systematically ignored the
subjcct of composition and tcnderly kept its disciples in
the dark as to %vhat possibilities herein iay before them,
ther. thc condition of his miid borders simply upon
ecstacy. Let us take a case froin perience - On a
certain day of the îv':ck, if not of the month, after a
substantial breakfast.-calculatcd to fbr4ify him in bis
onslaught on Tartarus-he brings te the confiict ail
tlxîngs that lie dcems necful, whiclb are as follows:
Several dozen of %veli-seiected pens, hard and soft,
broaci andi fine ; inks of ail colors of the rainbow and
several intermediate shades, rcinforccd by the pint bottle
,)f black in the cupbo.trd ; blotting paper sufficient to
counteract a deluge; cotton spools and a packet of
needies, by wbich to conncct bis thoughts when rL-g-
istereci, and a goodly store of white foolsrap, with reserve
forces in stacks on the floor, in sight and ready for in-
stant use. His table is broaci andi flat, like that whichi
wvas conducive to the inspiration of Dickens (and %wbich,
probably, the great rman usecd to expanci his feet upon),
bis paper of the brnest and most enticing quality-lîke
that of Dumas, wbien tcnxpting himsclf to write. %vhile
by bis side lies a packet of chocolate cremes-as used
by somne other warrier of the quill te repel physical euc-
haustion. Having thus marshalled bis forces, and nov;
baing at liberty to consider thr situation, our hero, witb
a silent invocation to the ghosts of ail great preachers-
lights bis pipe.

A good bcginning, ccrtainly; favorable te tbe dcvclop-
ment of the imagination andi reasoning powers, if not
pre-supposing them both!1 Then hie pronounices tbat
ali is ready.

Presently the solemn reverie dissolves. lie returris
ta Ilthe natural wvorld," and ponders for a subject upon
wvhich to relieve himsclf of the bursting pressure of
brilliant ideas tbat by this time threatens to ovcrwhclm
bis soul. A thousand present thumselvs-at Icast by
name-ecach clamoring for treatmnent ; but se tempting
are thcy ail that bie cannot decide upon any, until sud-
deniy ho recollects, IlAss that 1 arn !-a blue per.cil!1
For notes, ideas andi rough copy, how~ could I expeet te
do anything without a blue pencil P" Accordingly
having despatched oea of bis six-footed (pardon, six/ýot)
young stalwarts (for we presume lie has, ages aigo, found
it is not gooci te bc lonciy) to purchase, at any cost, a
truc blue lead pencil, from the most reliabie bouse in
towvn, lie re-fils blis pipa, dispels frivolous thoughts and
returns once more to Ilthe spiritual ivorici." He is wait-
ing for bis JlCcessary "ecnvironnmcnt " te become corn-
pîcte.

At last the truc bitte arrives, with a most carnaI-
looking sinall bill &ttached for costs, and once more, like
thc historie British tar, he cicclares that lie is "ready,
aye rcady.>

Reaier, at such a moment the inexpressible virtues
of tobacco appear. Picture the scene : The self-con-
trol that'is necessary tu keep such forces back, to hold
docm in check! Those itcbing fingers ! That rcsolute
grasp upon the literary poniard i That heaving bosom
andi surging brain 1 7£hat burning pen, -mightier than
the sword," icveled to attack the extended reans 1 The
manicolorcd ink-the broad table-the chocolate!1
Wliereforc this dciay ? There is Ilsilence deup as deatx."
Then, metaphoricalIy, the trumpet sounds. Hinc illi
fiiiiii-tliat is the mecaning of these fumes, dear friend.

By the wvay, speaking of tobacce as an article af %var-
fare-" It wili prove, I fecar, another instance of disrc-
gardeci wamning," says the Commissariat-General to the
Britk;h forces in bis late report> "lbut nearly a month
ago, in view of the impending hostilities with Russia, 1
prayeci the Government to take the precaution of ship-
ping te the seat of %var s<e z.al milikn of miiitary pipes
(ciay, of course, though corn-cobs for the officer:s), for use
in the hour of battie-in fact un the occasion of a possil-le
sccond Balak-lava. 1. urged it to impress, by prccla-
ination, upon the non-smokcrs the inconsistency o' their
considering the %,,elfare of their owNn stoiachs rather
than that of their country, and even %vent so fer as to
urge the authorities to enforce coxûpliance, at least upon
the fieldi, on pain of death. My letter, howcver, brought
ne reply." It must have miscarried.

But to return to our hero What is his position now
that scvcral hours have elapsed -,ince last we met him?
H-e is ready to corn,;zne. The more wve observe bis
bearing the more convinced of this do we become-from
the 5ame sourc - of observation it is diffacuit to believe
more. The fc..ts stili confront one another. From differ-
cnt stancipoints hie vievcd his spiritual enemy-e. g. from
the sofa, from the arm-chair, from the table, wvhence ho
finaiiy manoeuvred to the floor. He has donc more:
He has tried the effect of thrcc different braris of nar-
cotic ammunition upon hie spiritual constitution ; and
thrce chapters; of a novel have been expended with no
more effect than so much blank cartridge. He feis
dispirited. What is to ba donc ?

'Let us flot despaîr, hovcver, for sc, like the great
sea-serpent, hae moves 1 He iS NOT an Isiandi. And sec
now how, grimly rising, cerulcan-hued pencil in hand,
despite ail obstacles in his path, ho nubers his first

page i (A wvail cornes up from thc foc).
Bravo, brother ; this is a real stop forward'! Stay, it

is flot ail!I By a supernatural effort and a mastcrly
stroke of intuition (for he has not yat the faintcst notion
what thc subjeet wlvi bc), le nanzeshiî serinon; (A second
%vail) in boid and flowing hand, and Io, procunibit Immi,
lic falîs from the chair exbaustcd. Verily, Ilthe pcn is
mighticr than the sword."


