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Here the Collegiate work extends over a
course of four years, The student on entering
the freshman cla ~ is introduced to such studies
English Literature, Natural Philosophy,
Agriculture, Horticulwre, Book-heening and
English History. In his cophomore, or second
vear, he takes up Chemistry, Geometry, Rhe-
toric. Drawing, Physiology, Agriculture and
Butany.  The next year he beeomes a junior
and is duly instractedin Mechanies, Literature,
Geology, Horticulture, Veterinary Science and
Entomology.
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He is also vequired to prepare

and deliver before the student body three ad-

dresses on industriad and scientitic subjects,
During the senior, or final year, such subjects
as Political Eeonomy, Zooleugs, Mechanical
Drawning, Cheanstry, Physjological Botany,
Civil Engineering, Advanced Agriculture and

Constitutional Law, are each tiken up and .

studied in turn.
Upon carcful examination of the above

curricultun of studivs, it will be sceen that the

student must have obtained some little pro-
ficiency before entering even the freshman
class It is required that the student obtain at
least sixty (60) per cent. in each study through
the entire course, hefore he presents his ap-
plication for a diploma. It i~ then to our pre-
paratory departinent that we tuen for asupply
of voung men, well ground in the primary
branches that underlie the theory and practice
of Agricnltural Science. It is said of the
Eiffel tower that its base occupies many acres
of land, and if we carry out the simile and
compare this structure with man's own life,
we find that if we would rise high above our
fellow men, by reason of superior meutal

i faculties and sound judgment, we st st
thoronghly master the clementary branches
of scicnce and art, before attempting to hold a
light to our brothers still groping in darkness.
‘1o build high, our toundations must be broad
and substantial.

Since leaving the College and associating
with instructors and graduates of similar insti-
tutions, I see ~ome disadvantages in vour
presemt course of instruction.  On entering
the College for the first time all students are
thrown into the same line of work. The

- farmer's son, physically matured and several
' ~years out of school; the town or city boy just
in his teens, possibly having spent a vear or
two at a High School or Collegiate Institute,
well versed in English Grammar, Arithmetic,
Geograpl y, Etomology, English and Canadian
History, « ut unable 1o distinguish between a
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~ulhv rake and a <pring tooth harrow. You
have also a few older and more dignitied ap-
plicants, who have possibly obtained a teachers
certificate, and may even have taught scheol
fora yearor two in some rural district.  In
my class we had one man with an ants degree,
obtained in an American University. Could
anything be more absurd than 1o throw this
heterogeneous mass into one clissroom and to
eapect them all to come out at the end of one
or two vears scientific and practical farmers,
with a thorough knowledge of all the wnder-
lying principles of agricultural science?  In
order for a professor or instructor to get the
best possible returns from s imparted know-
ledue, he must have the members of his class
on 2 relatively equal footing.,  This can best
be accomplished by having the aspirants to a
college diploma or degree all educated togeth-
- er before entering the regular college classes,

At the Ao & M. College of Mississippi we
have a «preparatory department,” and I can-
not explain its workings better than by quoting
from our last Catalogue; = This Department
. i~ designed to furnish a thorough elementary
reducation to younyg men, particularly sons of
i farmers, who are deprived of the advadtages
,of a good high achool near home.  Also to

prepave for the freshmen cliss such as desire

to take the College Course.™
" Studvi-~The comse of study requires only
cone yvear for its completion. Those who fail
ito complete it in that time will not be pro-
j moted to the Freshman Class, but may if they
i choose, renew the course the next session.

T".¢ subjects taught are the foliowing:
Eunglish grammur and composition, penman-
ship, declamation, arithmetic, book-keeping,
algebra to equations of the first degree, geo-
graphy, United States history and agriculture.

Methods of Instruction:  Instruction in all
these branches is as thorough and as practical
-its the subjects will admit.  Special attention
1 is paid to composition writing by the students,
in order that thereby they may acquire a cor-
rect and ready use of the English language.”

«The result of such study, it is believed, can
hardly be other than the developmem of an
“intelligent, patriotic spirit, and proper prepara-
~tion for the active and responsible duties of
citizenship.”

During the first half of the fall term, ine
struction in agriculture is given by means of
an clementary test book, supplemented by
occasional lectures on the subject by the pro-
fessors of agriculture and chemistry, Through-
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