
îhing litto education to his offispring. Even
gratuitous instruction in parish schiools can be
but briefly taken advantage of; the poverty of
the parents coînpelling the children, at a very
early age. to cxercise their feeble povers in
earning- a triflin.- contribution towards their
otvn support. Deprived, thus, of useful tuition,
thcy grow up in rustio ignorance and clown-
ishne.qs; and their colloquial language is gcner-
elly a barbarotis corruption of their native
tongue, peculiarly distinguishecd in pronun-
ciatton and idiom, by the local dialecis
which ancien t usage and cusiomt have cstab-
lished ia their particular district. Thius it is,
that the Yorkshire, the West Country, the
Eastern counties and other rural districts of
England so widely differ from each other in
colloquial expression, and the di-iccts of ail
of thein are nearly unintelligible to an unprac-
tsed Cockney, or gennuine native of London.
On the other hand, the natives of this Province,
even among the hum-bler clsehave niostly
been born in mnore comfortable circunistances;
the samte imperative necessity lias not existed,
for doominz tue eirliest yp'ars of children to
exhatîst!ng toi]l; ilhey hlave enjoycd the benefit
of a -ood common educatian, in the pirochial
sehools of Provincial establishment ; there bas
been no diversity of local dinlects to foster dis-
tîncttve vrrieties of colloquial expression ; and
conise-qucndy thte lanetuagé' of the population
has becomec more uniform, and correct. Stili,
therc -are xtîttnerous vîtîgarities and corruptions
of speech. which, require correction amnong us;
our Praximily 10 our spreclative Aincrican
neiclîbours. wlîio arc ever resîles-sly sîrikingv
ot, nagt on!v neiv mereatîtile enterprises and
niodtes ofi traffic. but also novel ortîtographical
compouit(!k and distorted forms of speechi, suf-
ficienxlv accoumnîs for Ille introduction of therse

baîainsamonz us; btît docs flot justify
our adop.-ion or usage, of thcm.

Evcry nation, as quch, haq an undoubtcd
righit to ni)difv or alîer its own languange atl ,
ownl nîa ,re but slicil moiain musi i..
efficted 1w î.eni-ril cns-n t of the hiliest
sehiolastie aît;honri-", atd on a.rliitntd prin-
ciphùs of conitrti-tinn nnd ctvmnolog-y. A na-
lion lhats alLririi!!tI innovations in iis own
pecuiliar i'-tibum et' commutnication, lias yet no
richt tu nss tiîat Quri innovations shahni bc
irîtroflurcl in thei la-ifuagr of a co'întry,
front whlichi its nwn w-is originally dcrivcd;
nor are thie ~nancof surlh a coun try jiusti-
fi-il in doa ili, h'ir oni languagr injuring
ils clhiartfrtr Qiiri' vnd construction,
andi violating ihr integrity of its geniuis, by

atlopting" the corruptions of a people who h
takcen licentious liberties with their borro
form of speech. In titis position do Nwe
some degree stand, wvith regard to the ne
bouritîg tRepublic. We consider ourselves.
Colonists,) as integral members of the
British Empire; wve g!ory in the naine of E
iîshmcen, aîîd w-e universally speaki thte
gvage of our greatmother country. The E
lishi langilage, then, is our language, oui
tive birthright, our national tongue; and
are bound, therefore, to use it and to pre
it in its establislhed purity and perfection.
Atnerican natiotn, having renounced their
nection wvith their -vncient parent stock,
becoine an independent people, have obia:
for ilbemselvcs national Privileges and ri,,,
they have, indeed, reiained the Englisbil
and languae, as the basis of their own
under their influence and accustormtd to i-
use and exceýllence, the founiders of thte Rep
lic could do no othier thoan preserve thetil
thecir country and descendants; httt subjec
thcy thus becane, to tlie modifications
innovations of a nens cotuntry, no longer c
ncîcd with or coîîtrotîlled by the parent nat
those laws and that language, inAmerica, r
cease to be denomitated intrinsically Etg,
and should rather bc distinctively styled Al
riran. Wiîlî regard 10 iaws, froen the nle
sity o! the case, ibis nonmenclatture lias 1
been establislted; and as the samne natie
rigldt to altcr, mlodify and transmute, app
as wvell to language as to laws, (althotigu
the one case tîtat right is exercised more:
quzently, and in accordoncc wvith the urce.
of circumstances ; wliile in thte othier iî
chiefly the restult of tcctdcnt, caprice or i
custoni,>thcidcsignation of " Aincrica'ýhý
also lio Livcn to [ie laugutage of tlle Rep-l
It fullovs, theti, that tlieAmerican peopletz
an inhercrnt right, t0 inake what c'.anges t:
ph(ase in thecir national language, as weil zi
thc:r laws; but arc. hiave no iiighî. 1 adopt iii

chaznges in our use ofour naitive£iEugtli ton.
wlint arc Mi tlîei nmcicly nat.onal pliililrà
becomoe iiilus i nadinissible corruptions;
catjuqc cîîr standlard of coirectîîess is the
*-lisk and flot the Aitcrican langtîage; an:
Is t) ctallflihd rudes of En-hîsh, etymoi
and construction thazt ve mnust rcfcr our dic
and our ltlcrairy conmposition. Tîte Sa
language is chieily foutidcd on the Latin,
mtich so, tlat it is easy for a Latin scholai
acquire proflcicncy In the Sptenish .theclin .
and modifications resulting froîn tîme nDd
cumstonces arc indeed nunierous% yet tho


