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This affair, too, led to the Americans
throwing off the mask, and, after all the
vituperations so freely lavished on the British,
making usc of the same “ savage arm of the
service” which they had so bitterly and un-
ceasingly condemned.

In describing the British retreat to their
boats, we purposely italicised, in our enume-
ration of the attacking bodics, the words
some Indians, in order to direct the reader's
attention to the fact that the American
Government had called in to their assist-
ance, along the shores of the Niagara,
* the ruthless ferocity of the merciless sava-

ges,” (for this expression see History of the’

United States, vol. 8, page 228.) The plea
for this was the invasion of the United
States territory, (** the pollution of a free
s0it by tyrant governed slaves,”) but it did not
perhaps strike Mr. O’Connor that this admis-
sion must sanction on the part of the British
au alliance with Indians, also—inasmuch as
General Hull had set the example of inva-
sion. The Americans appeared certainly as
liberators, but, then, the Canadians were so

blind to theirinterests as not to perceive the
blessings of freedom which Huls proclama-

tion held out ; hence the Indian alliance.

When the public journalists of one nation
Indian alliance. Rea- 1AVE bf:en collectively
fgm éssigucd forform- descanting on & particu-

lar enormity observable
in the course of action pursued by another,
should that particular course be adopted by
the party previously condemning it? It then
becomes the duty of the historian to seek into
the reasons for the change, and to ascertain
either the causeor the apology.

We have already shown that, from the ruth-
less character of the border warfure which
had so long been waged between the Ameri-
cans and Indians, it was hopeless to expect
that they would at once bury the hatchet, and,
along with it, the recollection of all the wrongs
and crucltics inflicted on them. It became,
therefore, the policy of the Government, see-
ing that their own past, “ruthless ferocity
precluded any hope of alliance, to prevent the
British from secking that co-operation and
friendship denied to themselves. Hence
Hull's first proclamation, and the subsequent
tirades against “savage warfare,” &c.

We have, also, already shown that, inas-
much as Hull's invasion of Western Canada
preceded the occupation of, ot incursionsinto,

the American territory, Mr. O’Connor’s ples,
*

reply. Shortly after a sentry challenged sharply ;
Lieut. Danford and the leading section rushed
forward and killed him with their bayonets; his
bleeding corpse was cast aside and we moved on
with breathless caution. A second challenge—
who comes there?—another rush and the poor
sentinel is transfixed, but his agonized dying
groans alarmed a third who stood near the watch-
fire ; he challenged, and immediately fired and
fled. We all rushed forward upon the sleeping
guard ; few escaped; many awoke in another
world. The excitcment now became intense;
the few who had escaped fired as they ran and
aroused thesleeping army. All fled precipitately
beyord the Creck, leaving therr blankets and
knapsacks behind.

Qur troops deployed into line, and halted in
the midst of the camp fires, and immeédiately
began to replace their flints.  This, though nota
very lengthy operation, wis one of intense
anxicty, for the enemy now opened a most
terrific fire, and many a brave fellow was laid
low. We could only see the flash of the enemy’s
firelocks, while we were perfectly visible to them,
standing, as we did, in the midst of their camp
fires. It was a grand and beautiful sight. No
one who has not witnessed a night engagement
can form any idea of the awful sublimity of the
ssene. The first volley-from thé enemy coming
frora & 8pot as ** dark a8 Erebus™ seemed Jikethe
bursting forth of a volcano. Then agrin‘all was

dark and still. save the noans of the wounded,
the confused click! click! noise made by our
nien in adjusting their flints, and the ring of the
enemy’s ramrods in re-loading. Again the flash
and roar of the musketry, the whistling of the
bullets and the crash of the cannon—* Chaos has
come again.” The anxious moments (hours ir
imagination) have passed; thetremblingly ex-
cited hands of our men have atlast fastened their
flints; the comparatively merry sound of the

ramrod tells that the charge i driven homej,
soon the fire is returncd with animation; the sky”

is illumined with continued flashes ; after a sharp
contest and some changes of position, our men
advance in a body and the enemy’s troops retire,
There were many mistakes made in this action,
the two greatest were removing the men’s flints
and halting in the mnidst of the camp fires, this is
the reason why the loss of the enemy was less
than ours, their wounds were mostly made by
our bayonets. The changes of position by differ-
ent portions of each army, in the dark, accounts
for the fact of prizoners having been made by
both partics. I must give the enemy’s troops
great cred's for having recovered from their
confusion, and for having shewn a bold front so
very soon after their having been 8o suddeniy
and completely surprised. ’

ours,
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