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tendency to gloss over mnan's faults b3'
giving them honorable namnes, or at least
names wvhich rob themi of their iniquity.
The use of ugly naines for ugly actions
aind habits inay be considere 'coarse, even
impl)oite, but it wvere better far to designate
vice, in every formi, by naines whichi bring
out its ioathsomieness and viieness than to
pailiate or excuse it by coined termis iviiich
poison the spring fromi which ail mist
drink. Such devices, are decoys, cloaks
for sin, the devil's vocabulary. \Ve cannot
estirnate the injury done to society by
robbing wvords of this kind of their
nattiral sting.

Men neyer get driink iu our day. Oh,
no !this word is too severe. TIhey niay
be figlif- or I.-psy,, or tob-Item'>', or CvCii
.ý/IOriozts, but neyer drunk. They stili re-
main -enflevie;î. Oh, to what depthis hias
this grand old wvord failen !Webster imii-
self %vere hie w'ith us now. wouid be puzzAed
to defmne ir, sù indiscrimiinately is it used.
The most contemptible wvretcb that ever
belied the human formn divine, is styled in
our good-iatured age a geniirernan. WVe
have no such heinigs as cebels or traitors to
frighten u, they are oniy secessionists. The
miost daring bank robbers are nucre de-
faii!Iers. Those w~ho have read D)ickens
cannat forget Samuel Weller's definition
of tbefr. " \\'hlen a poor fellowv takes a piece
of goods from a shop, it is calli t/te/t, but,
if a wealthy lady does the saine thing it is
calied ;Iottomlaiiia." Even the Romans
with their soft.fiu? like naie for himi w~ho
steals, could not surpass this., But why
miulti ply exampnlles? Oir language abounds
with softened, varnithed expressions for
sinful deeds. Nor du we stand alone iin
this respect. Does the absence froin the
French language of any precise terni %ith
wbich to express our word /bribe, prove that
as a nation they are above ariything 50 hein-
ous as bribery? Is their "celui qui écoute"
a proper equivaient for our word listelier?
As well mighit we say that the Greeks, the
most arrogant and insolent of nations, were
righit in bonstîng that their language con-
tained no such %vord, as humility, while
they feir no shaine in possessing a wvord,
wvhich desig-nated the pleabure that one
mfan takes in the mnisfortunes and calain,
ties of another. he practical concIusio i
to, be drawn from ail this is, that wvherm
vice exists 've niust bave distinct and de-

funite w~ords by which it miay be known,
and the greaý,er the disgust and horror
whichi such %v'ords excite %vithin lis the
greater is the hope of avoiding the evîls
they represeht. So far wve have treated of
the history and morality often bouind ut)
in the words of evcry day use. Let us
niow turn for a fewv moments to what
Mathews 'vouid cati common wvords with
curious deriviations ;" and the flrst we
shall notice is I'ankruipt. This Nve have
reccived fromi tro Italian wvords, banco
rotto, wvhich mneans broken-bench, the
custom being, at onec time among the Loi-
bard inerchants, wvho exposed their wares
on benches, placed iii the mnarket, to seize
ipon and break the benches of their

fclow-vendors w~ho throughi mishap or
nligience had failed. Fromn the same
source the French derive boîtquerozde.
Samtierelrs froin "la Sainte Terre," re.
minds uis of thc pilgrimiages, so frequently
made in former days tu the Holy Land.
Qizandry is a corrupted forni of the French
phrase " qu'en dirai (je)" or ivhat shalh 1
say of it. Jifelter ske/ter- a colloquialismi is
fromn the Latn hilariter et celeriter-gaily
and (quickly. A4bomtinabe is not derived,
as its present mieaning wouid iead us tu
suppose, from ab and homo, but from ab
and ometn. The origin of bumiiper is stili
disputed, though inust probably wce receive
it fronm the French le bon pèVre, the custoni
being on former feast-days to drink the
irst toast to the H-oly Father. JfUiiibiga
word %vhich long remained on the dires-
hold of our lanquage 1)cfore gaining ad-
mission, is miost probably of Scotch origin,
fromn Humne of the i3og, a laird (if other
days celebratred for blis înatchless skill in
spiniing out long yarnis. &dlary fromn the
Latin sal mciatiing sait, accounits for a
very common expression " lie is not wortb
his sit." Neè'otiate is a cornpouind from
ne eno otior or I ami not idle. By-/czws is
a hybrid, partly Danish and partly Anglo
Saxon, which at first were the laws of
tuwns or villages as distinguished froun
nat.-nat law. Quis is derived from no
languiuge living or dead. It originated
manv years ago in D)ublin, wvhere a certain
M:. Daly, manager of a theatre, la>' a
wager, in true Irish fashion, with some of
lus friends, that before a certain hour next
day, Sunda', lie 'vould bave haîf the
p)eople of Dublin speaking a word neyer
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