
United States Congz'ess, signed by forty-six American pro-
ressors.

Prof. Max Müiller is an enthiusiastie advocate of reforru. H1e
cails our present, system "<the unhistorical, unsystematic, un-
intelligrible, unteachable, and by no mneans unamendable spelling
nowv current in Einland." Whlen none of our eclucated men are
perfect in speiliicg and pronunciation, whben no Engclishmiian
can tell how to speli a word lie hias neyer seen, nor how
to pronounce a word hie lias neyer heard, whien in Civil
Service Examinations out of 1,972 failures 1,861 were Que to
bad spelling, it is no wonder lie asks, " Can this unsystematie
systemi or spelling Engtlishi be allowed to, go on forever? Is
every Engrlish cbild, as compared with other children, to be
mulcted in two or three years of bis lire in order to, learn it ?
Are the lowver classes to go through school Nvithout learning to,
read and write their own langyuagre intelligently ? And is the
country to, pay mnillions every year for this utter failuire of
national education ?" The period, in which children learn to,
read and spell, is the period in which, some o£ the most, vivid
and lasting mental impressions are received, yet this period is
worse than wasted. The child is led through a labyrinthi of
confusion, wvhich not only staggers and benumbs the young
intellect, but shýuts out a large amount of useful knowlcdge and
healthful, intellectual stimulation, which. mighit make these
years of incalculable educational value. While the English chiild
is learningy to read, '<the Germian child studies mathematies,
classies and literatuire." The great problemn of educating the
nmasses dcmands this, reform for its solution. If education is
to remain an aristocratie, luxury, let things remain as they aire,
but if the richi are debtors to the poor, and the highly favored
to the unblest, let those wvho have this greatest earthly boon,
the ability to, read, put it within the reach of the hum blest
clay capable of intelleetual illutiination. Open the way for
the millions.

To dling to our present method is as absurd as clinging to the
eluxnsy £ s. d. instead of the decimal system. No one thinks of
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