..
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od wnistc'.ant, then his wnistuand, next Lis shirt, until tbere
was noth{ng on him above the waist Lut his undershirt,
and from}under his arm-pit he drew out with great Je-
liberation! a dirty, sweat-begrimed leather case, which he
laid slowly on & table, Dresently tho case was opened,
and in an instant the eyes of the expert were dazzled with
that peculiar soft, yellow sheen which only antique gold
gives forth. It was, indeed, & prizo. One glance alone
was suflicient to show that it was a grand ncdallion, a
unique coin, the chiefest, the rarest in the world. It has
taken years of study on the part of the numismatic, a
tiansmitted instinet, in fact, through some gencrations, for
this expert to appreciate a raro coin at a single lock.

Kuowing that in denling with Orientals an intended pur-
chaser must exhibit o anxiety, the expert did not aliow 2
muscle of his face to move,

It was the Bokhura mau vho took the gold coin end
placed it in the numismatist’s hand. If the recipient’s hand
had trembled in the least with excitement, the wily Oricutal
would have made ¢ hard bargain, It was a supreme effort,
for when the picce was touched only by the numismatist’s
fingcr something like an electrie shock tore np his arm

Said the Bokhara man. through the interpreter, ** That
coin cost me dear. It has been sweated in man’s bleod—
his heart’s blood. Seven of us found that picee of gold.
We quarrelled over it. That was natural. It was worth
a fight. We fell on one another with kuives and daggers

(Z'o be Continued.)

THE LANGUAGE OF POSTAGE STAMPS.

We have befureus a pretty complete collection of stamps,
over 3.500 varietiey, and in glancing through its pages are
reminded of many historical fncts and events. But wo will
1ot do more than indicate the kiud of changes which young
collectors may usefully study. The mere acquisition of
~tamps, so as to fe.1 pride, or make boast of a large collec-
tion, isa poor and pitiful thing. A long purse, without
much industry orintehigence, can secure a large collection.
But to have a judicious selection, and to be alle to obfain
amasement and instruction fiom the various devices in
certein countries, at different times, is a far worthier object.
It Italy, for instanc , the displac. ment of the Papal stamps
by those of the Italian kingdom tells of the progress of
national unity and freedoin.  The disappearance of the
Confoderate stamps from eirealation . Amerien, is the
memorinl of the doom of slavery, and the wmivance of free
laboraud equal rights a1l over the wortd. Qr, in later
years, the handsome stamps, with Lage, plain figures for
Alsace aud Lorraive, tell of the 1esult of the great war by
which tie French were driven from the: Rbine provinees. TL
recent rise and rapid progress of Japun, in mmitalwm of
westorn improvement, is notified Ly the presence of these
series i staunps engraved by pative artists, and printed on
paper of native manufacture. The changes in the Spanish
Governmment are marked by the various deviees employed:
the Republic of 1870, by a head of Liberty, with mural
crown ; the accession of King Amadveo, by « fine series of
stameps bearing his portrait, his abdication, Ly the issue of
a setwith a seated figure, representing the Xepeblic of Spain.
‘Lhe stamps issued by Do n Carlos, with his portrait, will
become only curiosities for the vollector, ulthough during
the inswrrection they were decidedly interesing to Spanish
correspondents.  Alt letters found in Post Offices by the

Carlists not stamped with the Don Caries stamps were -

speedily reduced to ashes—whilst if only so prepaid the
Government would not recognize them.  Tietters were fre-
queutly found bearing buth kinds of stamps, such letters
being duly respected by both parties.

(Z'o be Continued.)

Having bought out many of the Stamp Dealers in the
Dominion. and much enlarged our stock, we purpose to
publish our paper regularly. Tho busivess bas received a
fresh impetus, by recent arrangement with o well known
Coin Dealer who will attend to the Coin Departinent in
future. Al oid suvseribiers will get copies mailed regularly,
and those pwchasing from us $1 40 worth of goods, orpro-
curing 4 subscribers, will be eniitled to & ycars subscription
and vne exchange advertisement—free.

Postmasters are «specially requested to act as Agents for
this paper, and all goods or buriness advertised in it or sup-
plemcot, good commission.

Lady and gentlemen students will find our agencies
plossant and profitable.

No. 1, 2,3, 4, 5. Ewmopean..)\.......
50 non duplicate stAmps in each package.
6, 250 varieties, No.1to5................. 3
7. 25 " U.8s. Oﬁ'xcit\l ............... ..250
8. 30 “ Colonial ...o.oviiiiniinnnnn... 25¢
9. 50 o "
10. &G o
11, 20 o
12, 20 o
13. 100 o
14. 300 .
15, §90 o
s, 200 o BYC..euue tevasonracnsannnes $5.00
7. 50 s Very Rare $10.00
18. 12 . Unused Colonial............. ..25¢
19. 10 o . Envelope.............. 25¢
20. 50 “ “ Common....""*",..... 50c
21. 69 . o Good............. ...51L00
22, 50 “ “ ...82.50
23. 140 s ¢ ...82.50
24. U.S. and Hambug Local Reprints.... ....$2.50
Rlevenue Stamps. -
No.1l. 25 Varieties....2jc | Nc. 3. 60 Varieties...$1.00
2. 40 " ...ale 4, 100 o L.$2.00
Post Cards.
No. 1. 12Varieties.....%5c | No. 2. 25 Varieties...$1.00

Canadian Law, Bill, Tobacco, Cigar. Gas, Weight and
Mesnsure Stamps.  Special List for stamp.

Avpuys, &c.—All standard publieations supplied prompt.
The Dominion Stamp Album in preparation on a new
principie.

N.B.—A large collection of over 3,500 Stawpe recently
placed in our bands for sale. Stampsin first-class condition.

A few words concerning the collection of Revenue Stamps
may not be out of place tv those thinking of commencing
their study.  Among the advantages revenue possess over
postage stamps, may be mentioned the following: First,
Revenue stamp collecting is quite new, thus offering to

those who commence immediately the same adv_mg_t_ages i

reaped by postal amatews who ubtained copies of the BN
issues of British Guiana, Sandwich Iles, Reunion, etc.,
ete., some ddzen years ago, which Jater comers have found
it impossible to procure except at enormous cost. Second,
The very high facial value of Revenue Stamps. preclude the
probability of their ever being collected uncancelled thus
placing all collectors on an equality. Third, The low prices
at which nearly all revenue stamps may be purchased.
Perhaps the greatest chana in collecting revenuc s 1mps
consistg in the uncertainty and romance connected wi hit;
neariy every amateur having specimens in hig :Ilbum
which are totally unknown to his brother collectors, and
there being no definite value or degrees of value yet es-
tablished ; but, of conrse, this state of things is rapidly
passing away, and ere many years, or even nionths have
clapsed, collectors will awale to tne Lnowledge that they
have some priceless varivties amongst their revenue stamps,
which, perhaps, have only cost them a trifle.

Intelligent, tractable little girl wanted, ebout 10 years of
age, fer our sheet and packet depmtment, permanent, to
1uise preferred, wounld be taught Franch and Germau ; also
smart boy to write addresses, &e.  Apply in own hand-
writing in first instance, D. B, P.0. Box %98, Toronts, Ont.

URITED "TATES- A NEW POSTAGE STAMP.

A Washingtou despatch to the Boston Herald says; The
Post-office Department has ordered a new postage stamp to
be used on letters not prepaid. Heretofore, a letier being
posted, and wanting a stamp, hiis been held in the office at
wbich it was mailed. The Post-master at this office then
writes to the individual addressed, saying that such aletter
has been held in that office for him, the postage not baving
been prepaid. The new stamp which has just been order-
ed under the new regulation is pat on tl's letter not pre-
paid and sent tn the Postmaster at the office of its desti-
pation, who is charged with the amrount due, 2nd to colleet
the same from the person addressed on the delivery of the
letter. A new stamp has also been ordered to put on the
letter after it passes the hands of the carrier, who then
becomes responsible for the collection of the postage. This
new stamp is intended as a check upon the carvier, who is
therchy provented from pocketing bis collections.
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