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nomeo yetres inice, the adoption of a mensure
avowedly aimed nt the relief of those innumer-
able candidates for immortality, calied authors,
froin the press"ure of those atflicting ýcourgres
of their trible, and srnooth for Ilîcîr cager foot-
steps tho upwvard road to fame and honour ?
Tes! it certainly was one of the Il Smitils,"
and the idea wvas well wvorthy of flic braîn of a
bearer of that renowned surnaine. After ho-
wailing, in expressive and feeling ternis, thc
cnisis at which literary affair liait arrived, of
thec torms that tlireaîc'ncd, Uhe oceans that
gapcd to ingulf the Ship etf Authors (flot the
Ship or Pools, fair rd-tder,) the swarms of pi-
ratical critics croîzing against hcer, the shoals of
plagianisin, and the breakers ot' imitation, ho
proposed as the only relif-as the last resort
of n despaining tige, %&a gencral and un.?paring
conflagration of booZ-s!" of books! ar, of books.!
Start flot; the plan emanated nlot froin an At-
tila or a Blajazet, but from the respccted lips of
a IlSmith." Lot us no!, therefore, dcespair of'
îleeing the great conception carried ont, or for-
bear indîilging in swee, anticipation of the re-
ouits of so sweepiiîg a reiiîcdy.

Ains for the early ages of literature! for the
golden age of the prniîivai bards ofecartlî,%vlien
critics wcrc an tinhuiown race, and plagriarisni
flot even a name ; wvhen the bright and tic
lieautiful of ail %vorldly thingz-, and tic sli;idowy
visions that Fancy caîight of lIoaven, foiind
meet and willing interpreters in the undiseascdl
imaginations of the furst minstrels. Thoen -was
every thing freshi and fair: the wvaving of' the
green old wood-, the moaning of thc brceze
threugh the mountain liollows, thc deep son-
of the lonely ocean, badl not as Vet been dese-
crated by the daring impiely of the children of
mon. They had flot as yct been bcslavercd
anîd be.hyraed hy mavwkish enthusiasts, or fith:e,
unmanly sentimentalistq. .4ught that was glo-
nious yct stood forth in its undinimed beauty,
flot seen, as ini our degenerate age, through the
false and cioudy medium of ncver-cnding ver-
bosity of description, or through the tinselly
haze of spaxkling yet senseless epithot and fint-
tory, whicli the counties hicsts of oîîr authors
and authorlIngs have %vovon around it. And
the master spirits of old dran k deep of thetr
loveliness, and their mi, refiecting the image
of its Creator in its fresh and unndulterated
youth, inibibiag ideas and impressions through
logfitiniato channels alonc, aid formiîîg them,
when received, i.rulu the combinations iwl!cll
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Nature whispered wec tho images of ber own
worlzingq, produced those unforgottca, undying
wvorks whiclh the long lapse of year seorrs but
to encircle %vitli a yet g?ecnor chaplet of im-
inorv.ility.

But equally brief and glorioîis wvas that happy
age. Whouî the early fathers had passedl from
thecearth otiiers sprang int existence, ready if
possible to reap the sanie liarvest of faine. They
100 passed away in their turn, and their places
wverc filled cven te overflowing by a succeeding
generatioii. Even thon wvas perceptible tho
tirst davvil of the evii which now presses ivith
siîcl deadly wciglit on literary effort; but int
thxose pîrinmitive days its ravages were but tri-
llîng,. Even thon the world Nvas blessod %vith
soine sjîecimens of the critie brecd ; thon, cer-
Laîinlv, fe%%- in nuxaber and of questionable repu-
tationi. This race of animal would surely seem
tu have been crcated for the especial torment
of gonius,. gonerated froin the tinivholesomo
swanîps of literatur like tlic unclean reptiles
ivaninedi into lifo in the noisome slime (if thic
Nilo, and clinging as pcrtinaciously te it in al
its jotirneying as Uic sheli fish of the deep te
the timbors cf the gallant barque, tîli they have
coniplced their ignoble efforts for ber destruc-
tion. Necd ive further describe tbe IlCritics?'

Even 'the second and third generations of l
terary nien sccîiied insecure froin their attacks.
TIhe vcry high priost cf poetry, the august
Iloiiîer, %vas obnoxiotis te tlîoir port censuring.
Tlîcy callcdl his similes inapplicable, bis images
forcodl, lus ideas bcrrowved, ay, lborrowed. But
a cold swite cf contoînpt oan alone be accorded
te such alîcnIpts accompanied wvîtb a paqslg
wvish tlîat every reputbion had cbcaped as un-
scathecl froni the fiery ordeal of geýius. lei
those days, the mîschief cf criticisin could but
have been £Mpraw~ auai, au it mue hs'
been confîîied to smnall circles. Mhen ne means
cxistcd cf cheap and rapid transmission of sen-
timent and reflection, the autlior ns wcll as the
eniei could but communicate te a amali circie,
si:ch as a neighbourhood coîîid furaislî. But
lime rolcd on; author succecded author; and,
ains! %vith cqiiai rapidity eniei succeededcritic;
titlil lcngth thîngs have arrivedl at sucli a cen-
lition tnat the authors cf the clRojected Ad-
dresses" have been driven, by a sense cf the
de>perate condition cf literature, te propose the
n tess desp2rate reîncdy of a general "lconfia-

giat ion of books."
SA tcrribly bas Ille %wnmîin, mania overbprcld


