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) I nd r bIis licadinîg the folo îni tt r a pi ç.tr'. in
î.ii %Victoria Tinnes.

Vu tue dio\ur Tloronto fic- gr «y, inrou tic îaî

il àt the B., raiato peuple after taking toc k of t1 lie i à
t-f B)ritisît Columbia and the Algonia region,hael-
cided ta invcst ini the O>ntario mines instv.ud of ihiose
of Traîl Crc:k, is decided Iv arcil readarag.
'Thle ROSSlatîd paper% have $0 lotîclý anîd persistently

ok-l.xia, W-. clainieci îilit the TVrait district bias *th%: bîeet mmnes
ont',, ()!i. on earth' that niany people here and elelîr whu

know nothing of aîîinhig ha% e believe it îd u lîî
t. ti -avings into it. t muiîst be a '.hock tci their credîîlitv

t0 tinul that Engtislî experts, representing inany su-t
1']' CG.lions of capital for miiiiný invesîmnent, afier a long and

caretul ex.amiînation of the camp cannot bc anade to
believe il.

'L L T. E "Perlîaps the opinions expressecl bv an expert. ivhoc
suent tlîrce months iii West Kootenay and who in-
vested in the Siocan but bought nothîing an Trait, inay
show the renson whiv. Slocan, lie stated, is a high

la Avenue, grade silver district. whiclt, liad i been developed a
few years ago when sili'cr wvas over a dollar an ounice,

C. wotild haae equalled if not eclipsed Colorado in its
paîniiest davs, but even at ils presenit price there is

, ER, more profit in ane ton than in ten tons of the average
Trait Crcek are, which. as a wlîole. is low grade. In
sai-ne cf the Trait Creek mines thcre are pay chutes

NVT, of good are, but tlîey have proven ta be short, and
mnuch costly work lias ta bc clone ta find ailiers, as the

NVEYAINÇER. formation is cut up by dykes and is badly faulted.
«Ait is nat gold that glitters 1 in Trait Creek, as nlost o!

mations given by the ore so lar taken out cardes less than $5 ina gold a
ton.

.ossland. "hI is a puty that the Rossland papers do not publish
an ungarbled statement o! facts, as boom talk and

ISSLAND, B. C. romancing check the progress o! the camp, for niany
experts for nîining capitalists have found upon ex-

TO PURCHASE aminatian things not as represented, and have gone
tocks ai Market away disgusted and invcsted in Slocan and elsewhere.
WVire offerings. "it is frankiy acknowledged hy this xnonth's Mining

Y-,'& Cà. Po Record andother trutul- jatarnals that the Trait dis-
trict output tItis year bas not been half -what the Roszs-

*R.land piess predicted. it- vouId, bt, anfd'thaf thc divi-
rORONTO, ONT. dends declaàred have buen- few and disappointing,

comparing unfavorably wiîhthose of bhc Slocan dis-
.. TOR ON TO. ONT trici, where the energies of the people are cancen-

trated upon developinent work. There appear to be
far toa many boomers and windbags ai Rossland for

reasury Stocks of the healthy pragress i that camp.
reck District. -11 have been nioved te speak plainly tram the tone

et a letter tram Rosstand whi 'ch appeared in your
issue af yesterday. Your correspondent condescend-
ingly remarks that the salmon industry in 'not to be
despised,' but the Trait Crcek mines arc the 'star of

TOCZ< first magnitude.! As we knov that in about fouir
months salmon canning bas produced. two and a hait
million dollars, and that the output cf the whote o!
West Kaotenay for the pasi six naonths bas been onty
about a mitlion and a hal! o! dollarsait. is evident.your

wvith Rossland. correspondentis a great deal 'too previous' in bis
bragging.

SPOKANR, WASH. ".1 do net wish ta decry Kootenay mines, wvhich un-
doubtedly have great possibilities, but ta protekt
augainst preposterous dlaims for superiority over every

J. F. REDr. other industry in British Columbia before facts justity
it. and la advise your correspondent te write wiîh less
presumption.

"There is another cèast industry Inot te, be des-
?SAND pised.' 1 reter ta the coal mines of Vancouver island.

It may surprise your correspondent to learn that they
7'E. have this year se far paid eut more in wages and pro-

duccd a more valuable output than ail tbc Kootenay
,ury Stock, mines put together. Another tact which may be news

t0 him, as hie refers te the new mining plant installed
SPOxANE, WAsH. in the Trait camp is, that one firra bas expended more

this.yeur in a coking plant near Comox than haveaIl
[LMOT CI), the Trail Creek mining'tampanies in rnining ra

- chinery. &
"One great drawback toihé satisfactoryprogress of

the Trait- Cree], district is the method being adopted
l'.S'TOCAS, in. thel formation cf mining7,companics. On tItis im-

portat malter Mr.,J..P. lÇihxba1t, a.prominent geolo-
gis: and>mineit»ogist o! New York thus expresses

1'IS.hitniselLin -heeiniing Recqrd; ~Ihave but one criti-
ci.m. to malte and that is in regard ta the overstock-
img of ýprospects and inerai, daims as -thev are doing.

*I'h pr.pL..ui ii" iaatd Ltrh places his pro-.
p t ,. i. ln i .- 1. ri .r % ;iî t(tcks il, an:d seib

ttiQ -- t r.fo %%t 1x..' L i .~' . \% ith the ýaualI
auriut rit iowy t iiiwil i1 :ttie dev'elopitient

zc done. If the V.trou 'f not- ut .1 large group of
. l.tiins t' tou'd )jt am..bu vtid w t atract caphtal in
latre>e lots .1 uid be vic >o àu &ih hetter for the
t-ountrv."

In te opinion of si, tri% praetil ai people titis Îs ld-
via e "flot t) I>e (h. i>s- if follttowc probably cre lotig
in'ýtead( oi .- ftu keritig liglit Trait ~n ay sitiine as
bria-hîly aid ý,tv.di> .:' .-- a~ of hrbt miagnitude.

I-lowever gre;t.a . 'Juktwonur crclulity the appal-
lirng newb that NIr. I;arnato h.îd overlooked Trait
Creek and xnvested n inntatria aniagh: be, at is certain
that nothing, could shock the tredulhty of the author
oft iis ltner wlien lie hbes an ndictiment of Trait
Creek upon aî telesrain wivih f rom tirst to last is pure
unadulteratcd buncombe.

It is ' itst about lne titis Barnuro bogey was killed.
There hlave been i teast seventeen thousand three
hundred and sixty-four.agents of Barney Barnato in
Trait Creek tbis summier, ini fact a stranger bas only
to appear on Columbia avenue wearing, ridingbrecch.
es and1 a diamond pin and hie is an agent of Barney
Ilarnato. South Atrica made Baratey Barnato ;Trat
Creek wvill inake her own Barnatos and hier own Bar-
natos wvi1l make Trait Creek.

This Victoria scribe gaes on ta say that the method
of promoting companies ini Trait Creek bas retarded
the healthy growth of the camp. It is a remarkable
thing that more mining developiiient bas been done
in Trait Creek by means of this method than in ail the
other mining camps in Canada put together by ineans
of any other.

Why should friends of the Siocan consider it nec-
essary tai rn down Trait Creek. The Siocan is what
is known as a 11poor man's country;" Trait Creek, re-
quires big cap- tal to develop it, not big càpi talists ob-
serve but big capital. Consequentty the conditions
under which the two districts have, been developed
are entirelyvdiffeýen1. -TàlCejsýýia. minixig
camp, 'SI ài'aIsoita grcat-niining camp. Both are
producing n large arnaunt 'cf --wealth; both will yet
produce much more. Itimay be iii nature but it is
only human nature te hope tbat noce of that wealth
will rind.its way mbt the pockcts of those jealous in-
<lividuals who must decry the one te magnifv the
cher.

Chcmical analysis and mlicroscopie examination
unquestionablY furnislied the basis of the modem sci-
ence of petrography , and it is equally unquesîjonable
that the ievelati>ns they have made cannot be ignored
byý the field observer. But the question still remains,
whether hie must, in aIl cases, wait until samples have
been analyzed, an&~ microscopic slides havei5eèen pre-
pared and examnined, by specialists, beffo". >e can
venture even a provisional opinion uplon the r-J, lie
encouniters.

The science of pctrography is passing throtigh a
perio'l ef trausition, like that which characterized i -
ology, prior to Dar-.vln-.% period in which observation
is mnore important than generalization; in which re-
corded species and varicties are multiplied; in which
differences, rather than sirnilarities, and specific vari-
ations rather than genctic relations, are emphasized.
But tbis periodI is the indispensable pretiminary to the
inductive establishiment'o! co-ordinating and illumi-
nating general 'àws ;,and, white it lasts, nothing is
more important, than inielligence and accuracy on the
part of the innumerable ineIividutal bbservers who arc
furnishing the inateriails for' scientific induction.
VTague, ignor-ant or careless descriptions cf observed
tacts arc so many obstacles te the desired scientifle
interpiretation of facts. This consideration vitiates
xnany ofthe "Ipractilcal" rierorts of experts; but il is
equafly..aýpplicable .jo the work o! many protessional
investigator.

SA peculiar and amusint fecature of, ihis subject is
presented in the eager adoption, by -miners and "min-
ing experts," cf new cames, picked- uap fromn geologi-
cal repoits, zand stipposed to havèezsinificance in
çconomnie geology. Thtis ignýornt use of precise
,namesis evén worse, for acientific purposes, than the


