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Jo ACSMITH. L HE&J1L

’I‘HE SMITH-HEWITT CO.

MINING AND REAL ESTHTE
BRONERS.

—

The Red Building, Columbia Avenue,

ROSSLAND, B. C

[

WALTER C. ARCHER,

MINING AGENT,

NOTARY PUBLIC AND CONVEYANCER.

Full list of Mining Stocks.
letter or wire,
Telegraphic address:

P. O. Box 240.

Quotations given by

Archer, Rossland.
ROSSLAND, B.C.

E ARE PREPARED TO PURCHASE
any of the Standard Stocks at Market
Quotations, p'mng cash for same. Wire offerings.

SAWYER, MURPHEY & CO.,,
MINING BROKERS.
Canada Life Building, - TORONTO, ONT.

——

OFFICES:
KOSSLAND, B.C.. SPOKANE, WASH.. TORONTO. ONT
MONTREAL. QUE.

Contractors for the sale of Treasury Stocks of
Mining Corporations in the Trail Creek District.

S NORMAN & CO.

MINING AND STOCK
BROKERS.

Direct Telegraphic Connection with Rossland,
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SPORAXNE HOTEL. SPOKANE, \WASH.

G. J. REINER,

REDDY & REINER.

J. F. Reoppvy.

MINING BROKERS AND

REAL ESTATE.
Agents for Deer Paik Treasury Stock.

201 and 202 THE ROOKERY. SPOKANE, WASH.

’I‘HE LIFTCHILD-WILMOT C0,

INCORPORATED.

TRAIL AND SLOCAN STOCKS,

" AND. PROPERTIES.

Rooms 1 and 2 ZIEGLER BLOCK.  SPOKANE, WASE

Under this heading the following i-tta 1 apj cars in
the Victoria Thmes:

“Tothe Editor Your Toronto tcle gr.om announcing
that the Barnato people after taking sto-k of the nuves
of British Columbia and the Algoma region, have le.
eided to invest in the Ontario mines instead of those
of Trail Creek, is decidedlv dicagreeable reading.
The Rossland papers have so loudly and persistently
claimed ihat the Trail district has *the biggest imines
on carth’ that many people here and Jelsewliere who
know nothing of mining have believed it and put theic
<avings into it. It must be ashock to their credulity
to tind that English experts, representing many mil-
lions of capital for mining investinent, after « long and
careful examination of the camp cannot be made to
believe it.

“Perhaps the opinions expressed bv an expert, who
spent three months in West Kootenay and who in-
vested in the Slocan but bought nothing m Trail, may
show the reason why. Slocan, he stated, is a high
grade silver district, which, had it been developed a
few years ago when silver was over a dollar an ounce,
would haae equalled if not eclipsed Colorado in its
palmiest days, but even at its present price there is
more profit in one ton than in ten tons of the average
Trail Creek ore, which, as a whole, is low grade. In
some of the Trail Creck mines there are pay chutes

of good ore, but they have proven to be short, and

much costly work has to be done to find others, as the
formation is cut up by dykes and is badly faulted.
*All is not gold that glitters’ in Trail Creek, asmost of
the ore so far taken out carries less than 85 in gold a
ton.

“It is a pity that the Rossland papers do not publish
an ungarbled statement of facts, as boom talk and
romancing check the progress of the camp, for many
experts for mining capitalists have found upon ex-
amination things not as represented, and have gone
away disgusted and invested in Slocan and elsewhere.

“It is frankly acknowledged hy this month’s Mining
Record and other truthful: journals that the Trail dis-

trict output this year has not been half-what the Ross- |

land piess predlcted.lto would: be, andsthat thé divi-
dends declared ‘have buen*few and disappointing,
comparing unfavorably with.those of the Slocan dis-
trict, where the energies of the people are concen-
trated upon development work. There appear to be
far 100 many boomers and windbags at Rossland for
the healthy progress ot that camp.

“1 have been moved to speak plainly from the tone
of a letter from Rossland which appeared in your
issue of yesterday. Your correspondent condescend-
ingly remarks that the salmon industry s ‘not to be
despised,” but the Trail Creek mines are the ‘star of
first magnitude.” As we know that in about four
months salmon canning has produced_two and a half
million dollars, and that the output of the whole of
West Kootenay for the past six months has been only
about a mllhon and a half of dollars,it is evident.your
correspondent’is a great deal ‘too previous' in his
bragging.

“I do not wish to decry Kootenay mines, which un-
doubtedly have great possibilities, but to protest
against preposterous claims for superiority over every
other industry in British Columbia before facts justify
it. and to advise your correspondent to write with less
presumption.

“There is another coast industry ‘not to be des-
pised.’ I refer to the coal mines of Vancouver island.
It may surprise your correspondent to learn that they
have this year so far paid out more in wages and pro-
duced a more valuable output than all the Kootenay
mines put together. Another fact which maybe news
to him, as he refers to the new mining plant installed
in the Trail camp is, that one firm has expended moére
this yearina coking plant near Comox than have.all
the Trail Creek mining’campanies in mining ma-
chinery. E 3

“One great drawback to-the satisfactory progress of
the Trail Creek district is the method being adopted
in.the formation of-mining. .companics. On this im-
portant matter  Mr.]..P. K{nball, 2 prominent geolo-
gist and’minefalogist of New York thus expresses
himselfin-the Mining Recard; %I have but one criti-
cism to make and that is in regard to the overstock-
ing of prospects and mineral claims as- they are doing.
Tt'simply- hinders.'the -dével Gpment: of the ‘country,

.

preotin che hand ol oorcior who stocks it and sells
the ~wen for wlar b qa pan \Vith the small
amount of worey thus coiuned a ttle development
1« done. | the varous « saeis of a large group of
thams wouid corchine and sevk to attract capital in
Jarge lots .t would be ever so much better for the
vountry.”

In the opinton of wany practical people this is ad-
vice “not to bede-pised, " if followed probably ere long
instead o1 & thic kenng Iight Trail canp may shine as
brightly and s teahily o~ a0 “star of hirst magmtude,

BRITISH COLUMBIAN,

However great a shock to our credulity the appal-
ling news that Mr. Laraato had overlooked Trail
Creek and mvested in Ontano might be, 1t is certain
that nothing could shock the credulity of the author
of this letter when he bases an ndictment of Trail
Creek upon a telegram which from first to last is pure
unatlulterated buncombe,

Itis just about tine this Barnato bogey was killed.
There have been at least seventcen thousand three
hundred and sixty-four_agents of Barney Barnato in
Trail Creek this summer, in fact a stranger has only
to appear on Columbia avenue wearing riding breech-
esand a diamond pin and heis an agent of Barney
Barnato. South Africa made Barney Barnato ; Trail
Creek will make her own Barnatos and her own Bar-
natos will make Trail Creek,

This Victoria scribe goes on to say that the method
of promoting companies in Trail Creek bhas retarded
the healthy growth of the camp. It 1s a remarkable
thing that more mining development has been done
in ‘I'rail Creek by means of this method thanin all the
other mining camps in Canada put together by means
of any other. .

Why should friends of the Slocan consider it nec-
essary to run down Trail Creek. The Slocan is what
is known as a “poor man's country;” Trail Creek re-
quires big capital to develop it, not big cdpitalists ob-
serve butbig capital. Consequently the conditions
under which the two districts have. been developed
are entirely dxﬁegen:. ~Trail Creckos-&gre&a mining
camp, ‘Slozanis“alsoa gtut-mmmg camp. Both are
producing « large amount wofzwealth; both wili yet
produce much more. It may beill nature but it is
only human nature to hope that none of that wealth
will find.its way into the pockets of those jealous in-
dividuals who must decry the one to magnify the
other.

PETROGRAPLLY,

Chemical analysis and microscopic examination
unquestionably furnished the bagis of the modern sci-
ence of petrography ; and it is equally unquestionable
that the ;2velations they have made cannot be ignored
by the ficld observer. But the question still remains,
whether he must, in all cases, wait until samples have
been analyzed, and micsoscopic slides have been pre-
pared and examined. by specnhsts, before he can
venture even a provisional opinion upon the racks he
encounters, .

The science of petrography is passing through a
period of trapsition, like that which charactcnzcd ti-
ology, prior to Darwin—a period in which observation
is inore important than generalization; in which re-
corded species and varieties are multiplied ; in which
differences, rather than similarities, and specific vari-
ations rather than genctic relations, are emphasized
But this period is the indispensable preliminary to the
inductive establishment of co-ordinating and jllumi-
nating gencral laws;.and, while it lasts, nothing is
more important than iniclligcnce and accuracy onthe
part of the innumerable individual obscrvers who are
furnishing the materials for scientific induction.
Vague, ignotant or careless descriptions of observed
facts are so many obstacles to the desired scientific
interpretation of facts, This ¢onsideration vitiates
many of the “practical” reports of experts; but: it js
equally. applicable. to the work of many professional
investigators.

A peculiar and amusing feature of. this subject is
prcsented in the eager adoption, by miners and “min-
ing experts,” of new names, picked. up from geologi-
cal rcporxs, and supposed.to -have -significance in
cconomic gco]ogy ‘This ignorant use of precise

‘names.is gveén worse, for acientific purposes, than the
old.use of general names.



