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Christns is Christinas all the world
wyer, It is a season of fostivity and o
doieing from ane end of the world o
the other; yet thiz faect does not ex-
clude the poadbility of conteast, There
i® a wonderfa! amount of difference be-
tweep st Canadian Christinas, with ji«
tsital accompmniment of <nown, jee, tem-
perature below zereo, nd general winter

aurpatindings:  and Christmas i the
Wast Indies, accompanied by bricht
warm sunshine, rolling green lields, gar-

dens in full Bleom, aud zeneral sununer
mivroninslings,

Among  many  other  cliaracteristios
that go to make up the represemtative
West Indian, the eapacity  for whoele-
sanled enjoyment stands prominent. Gen-
orally speaking,  he 9« a light hearled,
smriling, free-from-care individual, whe
in~tinctively® looks on the bright  shle,
and dosen’t see the foree of taking life
100 serionsly, living out his owa proverh,
“Feast  to-day,  famine toamorrow.”
When <uch a festive  <cason  comes
ronnd, he lots himself tree for the oceas
rion, and whether he lives in ease and
comfort, having the traditional turkey
and plumpudding Christns, or whether
he tives in an 8x10 thatched hut, with a
salt-fish and plantain Cheistmas dinper.
he will make his Christmas a time of
merry Makine and enjoyment,

‘I'he  weene of the Chrictiana T am
abant to try to deseribed, i< Iaid in the
island of Antigna, the seat of govern-
ment and eapital of the gronp of Wit
Indian Idands, known  as *“The YTe-
ward Tslande,”

Christmas  day  in the West  Tndiee
commences  very  onrly. About 4
o'clock aan., and while 1t as yet dark,
the peop’e are stirring, and the lighis
begin to flicker here and there, telling
that the peaple are abroad,

Probably about this hour a group of
enrol <ingers will assemble at the front
of the hainse and keep up the time-hon-
ar 1 cewstom of sinecing NXmas hymns
and earole, Tt i’ a atrangely interesting
zroup. and if one i< curious enough to
zot up to sce who these carly visitors
may be, e will probably find a dozen or
&0 hoys, variously dressed, with or with.
ont coate and choes and  <tockings,
(among the poorer  cliass, choes  and
stockings  are decidedly  “Sunday
elethes” and o luxury),

It youn are «ufliciently awake you will
find their singing well wonth lictening
to, for the West ITndian i< as full of
mixie a9 a pumpkin is full of ment —to
uee s own smile,

From 4.30 a.m. to 5, vou widl hear the

Church bells ringing, announcing  the
Leur for § o'clock service. Of all  the

distinetive features  that mark a West
Indian Christmas this, [ think., is the
most interesting and ingpiring: then. and
at the Watehwght service «n Old Year's
night, all the churches  are erowded.
whatever the congregations are during
the rast of the year.

The West Indian loves something un-
usual, and out of the ordinary; you can
always xet a better congregation at 5
wolock in the morning or 12 o'clack at
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X West ITndicn Xmag tnoraiine sersviee
i womrething never to he forsotien: the
lurge mosive brick chureh ig erowded,
Cloge on 2,000 people ave In attendance
waiting for the signal to arise and sing,
as only 4 Weet Indinn congregation ean
sing. Lot us first ke a glanee at the
eongregation,  Tu the body of the chureh
You wilil see come of the biest people
of the eity Im\m'llml«. Lawyere, editors:
i the boltler elavs of working peaple «
cvlerhs, estate sverseery, ete,, and in the
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Whereon the Savieur of mankind
born;
Rixe to adere the mystery of love
Which hosta of angels  chanted
above;
With them the joyrfad tidings first bhegun
Of God incarnate and the Viegin's Son”
Then the peaple rixe to theie feot and
sing-«ing with their whele soul.  You
will net find any membors of that econ-
gregation  standing  latlessly holding a
hymin book and sever uttering o gound,
The power of the music criries  eovery
one before it, aml even the few who
vantiot sing must needs dey. The influ.
riee 19 jrresistible and overpowering, 1t
fille e’ whole «ond and playa upon
the suseeptible nervew like nomaster mu-
seian upon the sympathetie stelugs  of
hig helaved fnstrument,  No Xmas morae
inee eorvice among Wedd Indian Metha.
dista wort'd be aceeaptable that Jdid net
bogin with that hymn, and it never secas
to be so full of meaning and power ax
it does sung just then, ns thik dag of
dagas in onee more breaking upon the
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walleriew and at the back of the church
the people are massed together. ‘They
are dressed neatly, but without any re-
sitrd for  fashion, 'The women wear
Joose cotton gowns and their Imir is tied
up in a large handkerchief in place of
hat or bonnet. ‘The men and boys may
have conts on, but collars and ties are
exceptional.  The people are sitting maost
quistly, walting for the minister to ape
pear and service to begin, At § o'clock,
Just as day is beginning to break, the
ministyr enters the puipit and announees
that zrand Xmas morning hymnn of Dr.
Byrom's:

<alnte  dhe  happy

“Christmas awike,

morn,

world of sorrow and strife, repeating
the God-sent message--"0On earth peace,
sond will toward men.”

The service zenerally kists foom 3 to
6, and after service there is the usual
hearty handshaking and exchange of
wood wishes, Everyone is glnd to-day,
and thorgh many of them have only the
very moanest and poorest of homes to
return to, they have caught the spirit of
cladness that is abroad, and with their
ienate faculty for abandoning themselves
to the influence of the hour, they are
enjoying XNmag morning to the full. Tt
wonld pay you, and interest  you, to
wingle amony that dispersing congrega-
tion: there ave many» characters, quaint,



