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REPORT OF THE TRADE AND COMMERCE OF
MONTREAL FOR 1885.

IMe WM 3 PATERRNY Seervtary oand of Trade and C ro
hicbange Asrociation )

S its title signifies, tho main object of this report
which bas been compiled with a great deal of care-

ful pawnstaking, s to set forth the trade of this city for
tho year 1865, comparing it with that of 1564 But in ud-
dition to this.it furnishesus with some facts and figures
which at prezent aro of apecial fmportance, and of
more general interest to our readers thiroughout the
pProvineca  Under the heading of ** Preliminary
eporte.’* we find a rapld survey of the extent, popu-
lation and resourers of Canada  The actual area of
( anada i2 now underatand ta be nearly 400,000 equars
miles though lafd down tn the British Board of Trade
returns as only 331 230 square miles  The estimated
papulation in 1545 {3 eet down at 2,581 000, the actual
numbers by the census of 1851, having been 2,607,667,
Theee igures, many will be surprized to learn, exhibit
s greater per centage of increase ascompared with the
census returns of 151, thau do those of the United
Qrates for 1960, as compared with those of 1850. The
mereace of populntion in New York city from 1859 to
.0 was 574 per cont ; fn Boston, during same period
17 per cont ; while in Montreal from 1851 to 1861, the
wwerease was 73 per cent A number of tables are
qiven made up from the census returns of 1351 and
1831 showing the increwsein the decado butween those
Hates of the agricuttural resources of Canada, the Jand
under cultivation belng in 1801, 10,§55,8+4 acres, an
wpereate of 438 per cent  while theincrease in thocash
value of farms i3 still more marked, being 77 per cent.
ta erops af all kinds there {3 a great increase—iu some
srticles, 2 most astonishing one In wheat, the increase
wTgpercent  in earn, 2525, in puas, 1393, in beans,
=t in barley 391 inrye, 2015, in oats, 105 1-5. and
in buckwheat, 1833 In root crops, wo ind stili higher
ner centages of increase  Potatues wero nearly tripled;
in turnips, the increase {s 4544 per cent., i carrots,
55741 and in Mangel Wurzel 339. The growth of flax
and hemp had increased 76 prr ceut , au increase of
negrly 2000 por cent. having occurred in Upper Cana-
41 while in Lower Canada there was a decreased nro-
duction of 18 per cent  In wool, the percentage of in.
crease is about the same 1n both Provinces, and {8 in
the aggregato 39 per cent.  Butter shews an increase
of 663 per cent , cheese only 104, and maplo suzar 674,
the production in188], having been ovor sixteen mat-
hous of pounds.

The following statement shows the quantitios of
flour, wheat and corn, imported jnto Canada during
ten years, and the exports for same years:

IMPORTED.

Flour | Wheat Comn

brla. bus. bLus.
15865 | 140,167 ) 1,479,631 | 1,669 923
187 214,642 | 2,414.366 | 1,095,703
1558 195.263 | 2210,614 | 699,229
T vieer] 405,003 1073963 | 568 63t
184+ 168,483 | 2.234,543 | 1.047.677
1561 60,335 | 4.450,986 | 2.692.868
182 242,140 | 4290,689 | 4,318,957
163 ..., ... 229,793 4.211.656 | 1.72 142
4 @monthey ® . | 50090 1055186 238032
1805 58,347 | 3,023,2491 1.1 6,774

EITORTED.

Flour | Wheat Corn

brls, bus. bus.
1556 81877 4997 656 ' 164 495
N7 743,93t 27624581 65 312
158 coeed] 03157 ) 2421.619) 21647
1559 .| 41561 1934571 8149
I . a54,7¢:| 4357358+ 161,838
i} 1.263.29) 7028.232¢ 742 47C
B2 L., L2000 5.741.479‘2,371.214
B8 . Lieee.. 1095691 3,030,407 83,317
1561 16 mouths) * 3T12n| 844200 4,123
NS 76431 ] 1628127 43913

From the foregoing tables. it will be seen that while
in the articles of flour and wheat, our exports kept
pace with, and sometimes exceeded our imports, of
cornwe imported in the ten years, over cleven millions
and 1 half of bushie!s more than we exported,

The quantities of peas exported in 1565, were £96,232
bushiels; of oats, 4,022,080 bus., atd of barley and ryo
3,792,014 bus,

Tho report draws partioular attention to the great

* Up 10 1%e tnd 0f 1869, tho roocrde were ke
ar yoars. but & chango was made in 164, the oar belag made
!'Sﬂn O‘wxllxmmacuon u{. Q {a's‘o thas t‘-ho {vlumn tatr dnt‘ al fre {g

*ixsoonthe only, and Ggures oz are for twelva mou!
waing June 30th of thay yoar, %

roconding o calen-

| contiguoua ta the Saguenas includes an arca of 8400

economic valuo of the water power of Canada, ftbeing
computed that in tha scinity of Montreal, the fall in
the St Lawrence—43 feet within two miles—would
furnish a motor cqual to 4,600,000 lorse-power, and
equivalent to the consumption of an envrmousamount
of coalannually. Iho actual amount of power fur.
nishied by the st Lawrence Canale is stated at 83,803
horse-puwer,

Concerning the lumber regions, the following sum.
mary is given:

First in order may be montioned & region etretching
eastward from the Saguenay known as the Tadousae
Terntury, with an arca of 656 000 square miles. which
contains a large yurutity of tumber availablo for shap.
buflding bealdes bireli” magde, ash, vk, and elm of
the best kinda  The Vallev of the Sagucnay has an
areq of about 27,000 squaro miles, and is rich In white
and red pine, spruce, Lirch, and tnmarac. A region

.n(vlnro inflez, and produces white and red pine, birch,
white cedar, spruce and tamarac. The St. Maurice
territory has an extent of 21,000 square miles, and con.
1ains large quantities of wlite, red, and yellow ptue,
#pruce, birch, maple.oim, ash aund tamarac.  Between
the 5t Maurice region and the Valley of thie Ottawa
there Jies a valiey of 8,600 square miles, fu which white
and red plne, spruce, tamarac, aud ash are found,
Ihe Ottawa River Valloy, comprising an area of 87,761
square nules, {8 the chiet reat of Canada’s lumber trade,
and har been g0 fur sisty vears; during which time
hut little more than 20000 syuare miles have been
disvested of merchantable timber  The products of
this region ure white and red pine of the best quality;
also, tamarnc, spruce, ash, white oak of a superior
kind, el birch, and all vaneties of Maple. The

Trent Vallev, and a sialler contiguous district, include
about 8 550 square miles, and furnisle white and red
pine. ash, oak, birch, and tamarac. [ho rivers in the |
above-mentioned regiung empty into thost. Lawrenco |
and Lako Ontario, and the rum of the arcas is 225,911

square miles.  There are, lowes °r other lumber lauds {
strolchtn§ westward as far as Lr ke Superior, co\-orin;i |
a space of 60,500 square miles, which contain whiteand |

Another correspondent eays, that there {8 no doubt
in bis mind of the feaslbllity of tho project, and that
‘“from the ocean to Ble Harbourat all times in winter
thero is fos danger to a steamer navigating tho Gulf
than after tho first of April whon tho bottom feo fs
becuming detached, and tho ico from rivers and oste.
aries §s filling the Gulf to repletion, and, in fact, o
that date there i3 nothing but the extremo cold and
thie danger of snow stortns to prevent navigation from
being as free as in the smnmor geason I wiil explain.
supposing a vessol entering when tho wind is biowling
from the east, south-cast, sonth, or south.west, sho
would then tind the wholo of the south eh.ire free from
ice, and an unlmcrruytml passage. until the wind
should shift to either of the other quarters, when, ns
evory per<on having any experienco of tco navigation
is well aware, the {eo will start before the wind on n
crufso across tho Guif, and the different masaes becuim-
fng scattered will separate from each othier ns n natu.
ral cancequenco (from the different dranghts or othor
causes) and leave, as it wern thousands of easily navie
g'atcd ctianncls through the whols mass to tho north
shore.”

Lle cousiders that, unlike the spring feebergs, thero
is no danger to be apprehended in passing through
thig detached and comparatively thin floating ico to
again reach open water. A steamer might in this
way, for very many passagea, navigate to Bic, without
ever onco being obliged to eross through the fco, as I
have been at Blo for the spaco of ten days during ex-
treme cold weather, aud hiave not scen detached icoto
tho size of tho winter cap of tho Soliciter General
East.’* e, however, is not satised with reaching
Bic in eafcty, but is preparcd to continue the trip
right up to Quebee.  Were that pasabile, we might bo
led to inquire where i3 the neceseit; for a harbour at
Bicat all.  owever, without erterfng into any dis.
cussion on this point, there wruld bo no difiiculty jn
sccuring raflway communicati»n to Bie by the exten.
sion of the Grand Trunk from River du Loup, and

red pine of cholco quality —besdes birch, maple, vak, { without any very materia! outlay.

elm, spruce, tamarac. ash, and white cedar  Accord
ing to thexe figures the total area of the lumber torri-
tories of Canada is equal to 257,711 square miles. The
manufacture of sawes lumber in Canada employs
over 2000 millz, many of them having cost £30,000 to
£40,000. some as muclh a8 $3%0,000. According to the
~ensne tor 1801 the quantity of iamber produced e
the Province was 982 (\}0.{45 feet board measure
{excluave of square timbery, the value being 92,621,149,
the cu-t of the raw material being 83,516 095.”

Tho valuo of the timber and lumber exported in
1845 to Great Britalu was §7,971 99), and to the United
States, £4,753.633

We e not space at present for further considora-
tion of tlus report, but we purpose returning to the
subject in & future impression.

A WINTER HARBOUR AT BIC.

\V’ E have received letters from soveral correspon.

dents, showing the importance of our having a
winter harbour on the Lower St. Lawrence, that will
render us independent of tho United States during the
season of closed navigation, and advocating the per-
fect practicability of estabhishiug such a harbour at
Bie In one letter, the writer, whilo ackuowledging
the possible dangers attending the navigation of the
Lower St Lawrenco ata timoof the year when storms
are of constant occurrence, when the ¢ sld sometimes
reachies 30° below zero, and when mudi: flosting ico
passes down the channel of tho great niver, still thinks
the dificulties not insuperadle. He says:

«* Nevertheless there are many persons familiar with
tho navigation of the St. Lawrence atall scasons of the
year, who tnaintain that tho project is not impracti-
cable, Fervy boats run between Lachine and Caugh-
nawaga, aud between Quebec and Point Lovi during
tho winter, and it is asked why i3 this not feasible fure
ther down the stream?  Whea it was tirst propnsed to
ertablish ferey commumcation with the opporito sido
of the St Lawrence, the iden was ridiculed as absurd,
and the prn jectors were regarded by many as little
better thun crazy.  But they succeeded neverthieless,
and at mught be found, it a determined effort were
made by our Government to establish a winter port,
that the datliculties are not of an jusurmountable Kind,
The polnt deveined most favourable -or rather most

iracticab e—it an experiment were to Lo undertaken,
1s tho isiand of Bic. By takingz up & map ot the Pro.
vinee, it wall bo secu *hat this island is situated ashort
distance below Paer du Loup.—somewhere about
tiurty miles, Itissad that during January, February,
and March, tue St. Lawience 13 open for navigation
as farupas thispoaint - Thisis the opinion of the pilots,
fur duttug tho tune that Great Britain sent out troops
in 1853, no jiss than nincieen ot 1them siened @ doce-
ment to this etfeet.  Men su tamusar with the St. Law.
1euce as tho pilots, ought to be the best judges in a
matter ot this kind.”

Qur csteemed coarcspondent thinks the importance
of tho eubject is such that at least the experiment
shauld boe tried, and that, 1s the season is nuw too far
gore to furnish a fair test this year, Parliament, at its
uext meeting, might have arrangements made to test
the matter next winter.

The Quebee Roard of Trade §s taking action in the
matter also At a meeting held last Monday, it was
resolved,

“That it is of the utmost importance to the interests
of Canads that the practicabibity of cstablishing a
winter port on the lower St Lawrence be accertained;
and that & memorial be addressed to the Provinciat
Government, urging that one or more vesscls bo pre-
pared to make the experiment next eesson.”

Were there no other courso open to Canada to par-
sno, it might be worth while for our Goverumeont to
make overy cffort, even to expending large sums of
monoy, in order to sccure & winter port, and all diffi.
culties should be mado to yield to the supreme neces-
gitles of the caro, but we are of opinion that tho true
policy—tho ono most conductvo, not only to Canadian
but to British American Colonial intcrests generally—
is {by building the Intercoloninl Railway to some com-
modious port, possessing the advantage of open water
the year round, to St. John, St. Audrews, or clse-
where in thie Maritime Provinces, as might be consid-
ered most desirable,) to havo winter communication
unimpeded by real or possiblo dangers. and by the ex-
penditure of a large sum {interest on which alone would
have to be paid by Canadaj at the present timo, savo,
in all probability, much yearly lossboth of hfe and pro-
perty in tho wintry reglons of tho Lower St. Law-
rence To tho opisions of our currespondent from.
New Brunswick, (extracts from whoso letter we pub-
lished in a late issue) pointing to St. John as the
most desirable terminus of the Intercolonial Railway,
wo attach much welght, but there is ample time for
discussion on this point.

Communications with the West Indies,

At a public dinner given to the B N. A. Commis.
sloners, in Barbadoes, the Hon 3Mr McDougall, at the
conclusion of his specch, made the following announce-
ment:—

' The immediate practical result thus far attained
“was an agreement to join in the establishment of 8

“ gemi-monthly postal servico between the British
* Provinces and the West Indies.”

North Shore Line,

We learn that the 3ontreal and Shediac Lino of
Steamers will receive from the Canadian, Now Brung-
wick and Nova Scotja Goveranments, respectively, in
tho shapo of subsidics, tho sums of €15,000, $11,000
aud £5,000.

~The Northern Ratlway Company hasconcluded
arrangements cecuring steam navigation tiwice a week
between Collingwood and Sault Ste. Marie. Hitherto,
stcam communication between these ports has been
congfiucd {0 one boat a week.



