THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZ

having been made, and deeming that it wonld
Lo more satisfactory to the memboers of tho So

cicty to have a report presented, although in-
formnlly, than  that our meeting should pass
over without one, I have taken upon myself the
duty of framing the present, which 1 liope will
receive your npproval,

There cannot perkaps be a more faithlal in-
dex conceived or planhed to point out the true
and unmistnkeable charneter, condition and
fecling of the Chureh, its principles and its
poticy, than the annuatieports of its ¢« Parochial
Cliwrcht Committeey;” awl did time and the
occayion admit of 1t, it would bo no less pleasing
than interesting to analyze the great benefit
that results from theso annual reunions and re-
ports, not only to the Church in its collective
capacity, but to the individuals themselves who
compose tho Church.  They spread the truest
and minutest information coucerning her great
work, they stimulate the interest of her mem-
bers—thiey foster their affection for theirgpirit-
ual mather, and by necessary conscquence
ndsance the caunse of Christinn holiness—not in
onoe particular hranch or point, Lut in all
branchies and in all points, making men good,
not in part, but entirely; and that trom the
only wotive that can originnte trus groodness—
a grateful tove for Christ who saves them from
their sing, and conducts to itmmortality and bles.-
scduess amidst the dangers, the delusions, the
follics, and the madness of o fallen and a ruined
world.

The subject before us naturally leads to a
review, not only of the things which have trans.
pired within our own limits duving the past
year; but also of these things which, although
done at a distauce, yet affect our interosts as
Churchmen, and the interests of our offspring
Tine wall permit barely more than an allusion
to the most important, the spolintion of the
Chiurch, the taking foreibly from her that pro-
perty which she possessed, and was economizing
for tho srreice of God, to satisfy the cravings
of an imaginary political expediency. OQar
rulers have not so much robbed men as they
havoe robbed God, and yet they seem to ask in
the blind spirit of the ancient Jew: ¢ wherein
have we robbed thee.” ‘Ihe example of her
master, however, teaches tho Church the duty
of submission to tho powers that be. Having |
raisgd her voice in earnest remonstrance, and

cmpioyed every lawful means to avert so unjust |

an act, she leaves the issue in His bands who

has promised to be with her even unto the end !

of the world, und who, while infurming her that
trial and persccution is to bo her lot, holds out
the cheering assurance that He will be her pro
tector and hier guide.  The Church, however,
has, it must be confessed, received a great blow.
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them in return is to imitato the nct as far ns| divisions which unhappily too much prevail
lies in their power~not for nuother's, but for | among Christian communitics. Wo can truly
their own good, fur it is their good that the!say thatconcord and unanimity on all important
Chaurely secks the gaod of the ¢t lambs' nud tho' points prevail, making due allowanee, of course,
sssheep,” which ave entrusted to her pastoral| for those inevitable peeulinritics which are in-
chnrge by her Spiritunl Head,  This they can cident to human nature.  The members of the
do through the medium of tho Church Society, ' Church seem to feel their duties as such in tho
Cor this comes strictly within its objects. These ' ready practical recognition which they afford of
ohjeets are to promole in every way the Spirit-+ tho Cburch’s claimig upon them to aid with
ual advancement of nil those who come within ; their *worldly things™ him, whose duty it is to
the sphiere of her operations, and in order to minister to them in ** spivitunl things,” as well
cffect this she secks to place the Chinreh, which as to cantribute their means to those other pur-
is Christ's appointe.l means of bestowing his | poses, tie object of which is to promote tho ex-
grace upon his people, upon n sound and safe, tension of Christ’s Kingdom ou carth, But
footing in tempnral watters, that she may be:much remains yet to bu done,  The question ia,
tho better cnabled to propngate religions truth j not so much whnt have wo dune as what pro-
und ¢ffect tho great design of her Divine Lord. { portion does that which wo have done Lenr to

The Church Socicty is not a body of which ) what wo ought to have done, and what our
we hiear inuch but seo nothing ; but it is a body | meaus cnabled us to do.  Bramining ourselves
with which we aro acquainted intimately,  We{from this point of view, wo have little cause to
oursclves licro assembled constituto a true | feel satisfied.  The Church hag reason to expect
Church Socicty, though in subordir~*:an to the: much from her children in these highly favored
Parent Saciety—we are a branch. 1o Pm-em' townships,  Those who regard all the blessings
Socicty is the stem or trunk from which we! which they enjoy from uature as well as from
spring and by which wo nre upheld. It permits| grace as procecding from tho same divine
us not only to retain tho three-fourths of our|source, cannot bLe insensible to a sentiment of
contributions to it, for our own local purposes, | gratitade to the God of Providence, who lins
but it alse lends ug its nid when we require it,  cast their lot on so fertile n soil, and in tho
and its funds permit. During the past year, t midst of somany natural atteactions. Aunbun-
we have much renson to be thankful for the ! dant progperity has rewarded the toif of the la-
liheral grant by the Socicty of £4 worth of jborer. VPeaco and plenty nbound. The God of
hooks and tracts to us, although not of even !nature nrg been liberal of his favors to you.
twelve months existence ns o branch. These | Prove then that you apprecinto his goodness
books are at present in circulation throughout | nud his liberality, and that you are persuaded

overy part of this extensive mission; and 1
have been much gratified with the many assur.
ances T have received of the pleasure with which

that all you possess you owe to Him, by gen-
crously contributing for the promotion of 1Ilis
glory us well as your own spiritual benefit a

they havo been read, and of the profit derived | portion of that which he hias, unasked, given to
from them by *ho members of the Church. The tyou. None of us can say that wo are worthy
Socicty hns reason to be gratified with the re- | of what wo have received.  The language of our
sponso which this mission hns made to its first ) haarts ought to bo.—+*I am not worthy of tho
appeal. 1 find on veferring to its Inst annual | least of all the mercies and of all the truth that
report, that £87 53. 0d, has been raised for the | thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with
Society. of which £10 6s. 0d, was forwarded to { my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now 1
the Secretary, and the balance expended in tho | am become two bands.”

mission. With n portion of this sum, tho! This mission isa most extensive one, and tho
Church in Pakenham has been enclosed with o members of the Church in it very numecrous,
substantial fence, and serviceableadditions made numbering in the Township of Fitzroy alone in
to the furniture of iho interior; while Fitzrey  the year 1852, 1172, Taking these fucts, in
Harbour has applied one portion of its share to | connection with their prosperous circumstances,
the increase of the fund collected for the erec. . it is not unreasonable to expect a proportion-
tion of n handsome stone Church in thatlocality, | ato expenditure upon religious objects. It will
and the other to the purchnse of a Sunday | then be interesting to know what lias beendone
Schoo! Library, Thear are visible, substantin), ' during the preceding year.  We will first give
and permancnt benefits which we have nlrcx\dycthe flgurcs, and then procced to dotail thoso
derived from n gingle collection.  What futurp - projects in contemplation, and }vhich are neces-
results may we not then anticipato from this t sary for the more c.ﬂ'lcicnt ministrations of the
Socicty, when its objeets being more fully kaowp + Church in the mission. ) .

and appreciated by the members of the Church The entire sum_contributed by the mission
amongst us, their contributions will increase, 1 during the year 1864—that is, from the 8lst of

Let it be our care to moderate its injurious ef- and grow more in propottion to these objects ;
fects—let it be the means of rousing into nctive and, it is to be hoped, to their own means?
life all our hitherto sleeping affections and pow- With regard to the amount above stated as the
ers—let the hour of need exhibit to our enemics ! contribution of this mission for the Jast year to
the reality of our faith, the sincerity of our pro- the Socicty, it must be said that it was consider-
fesvions and the substantial churacter of tle nbly swelled by the addition of the pew rents
Church. Let us, in fine, turn n sceming cvil of the Pakenham Church. Members holding
into a positive good, convert an intended injury pews, handed in ns their subscriptions the
into an actual benefit.  The clergy have already |, amount of their year's rent.  This was not
done their part, they have handed the principal ‘ strictly correct, beenuse in the first place, pew
from the intercst of which they had hitherto rents should be appropriated by the vestry;
derived their incumes, over into the hands of and 2ndly, It gives a false estimate of the
the Church for the benefit of her members and | strength of the Society in the mission, which
their posterity.  No loud sounding trumpet of should rathor be tested by the direct contribu-

December, 1854, to the 1st of January, 1856,
exclusive of the salary of the incumbent and
sundry sums subscribed towards the erection of
the Church in Fitzroy IHarbour—amount to
£7510s. 1d. Of this sum, £13 1563, 0d., way
contributed to defray the expenses of threo
delegates to attend the meeting of the Synod
lately held in Toronto. As however, this
amount was not sufficient, the mission was rep-
resented in the person of the incumbent only,
thus leaviug the entire amount subscribed by
Fitzroy larbour, £4 6s. 3d. still on hand, to be
applied to the same purpose whenever the
Synod meets again, which, there is reason to

self-adulation has gone before to proclaim their ' tions of its members, than by the application of + suppose will be sowme timne during the ensuing

intended sacrifice—no pious cfforts to stimulate * funds derived from other sources to swell its in-
a temporary cnthrgiaym in bebalf of an act of, come.

duty, and 28 a kind of compensation for it, have! Thereis much reason for congratulation in re-
Leen resorted to.  The thing was done beeanse gard to the fecling which prevails amongst us,
it was right that it should be done. It was'as well ns the -¢material guarantees” afforded
done with the pure and single inteution of bene. jof it.  We have every reason to vejoice over the
fiting Christ’s people; all that is vequired of|stato of freedom we enjoy from those strifes and

summer. The offertory colfectious in the seya
eral stations stand thus:
Fitzroy llarbour, .ccevsiensins £10 14 §3

St. Mark's, Pakenham, . 7T 6 2%
Ninth Line Church, cvvevenicies 3 5 0%

The sums collected for the special objects of
the Church Socicty arc as follow:




