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Recently a large party of Norwegian wood

an extensive firm of Minncapolis to work among | grouud to a razorlike edge.

tho forests of Minnesota,

awarded, tays the Star, to DMessrs. Hendorson, | sco turned off here with tho regularity and per- ! nf the elements that dotormines the saluv of m the expemditure.

who get 210 per thoutand feet for deal, as
agsinnt 337 last year, and 11 cents per foot as
agsingt 11 contx last yoor for tamarac.

Itis stated from Berlin, under date April 13,
that tho Committes of the German Parliament
$0 which the bill for raising the wood duties
war roferred has read the Government proposals
afirst tims by 11 against 10 votes, after agree.
ingto a motion for reducing the tax on timber
used in mines and rejecting a proposed decrease
in the duty on cask staves,

Tug Toronto Mail says that about 800,000
feet of gquare timber will como down the Mid.
jand Railway to Toronto this spring, and be
rafted in the bay. A large number of cedar
piles are being brought down this .oad, and
beinp cut on 1and that has never been cut over
before, are of a superior quality. These
will bo used at the new breakwater at tho
Teland,

COSTLY CABINET W(ODS.

“The demand for fine wood,” said one of tho
membgrs of & well.known Centre strcet firm,
is “incrersing overy year. The fineat and
coslliest is Fronch walaut, which, by the way,
is oot French at all, but is s product of Oriental
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No printing press or weaving machino is ihade ’ fined entiroly to theso curious, tough, and con  highly prized. Burls in ash and maple, are
choppers arrived on tho steamship Illinois at | with greater nicety. Tho ‘knifo that shaves off | torted bumps that grow upon it. The trunk plentiful and cheap, selhing for two to four
Philadelphia. Thoy are under a contract with | tho sheets of wood is rigidly immovable, and!itself is of little or no value. You hase often cents a pound.  Black walnut burls command »
noticed tho singular grain that Trench walnut higher price- -ton to twelve cents a pound—but
has, if grain you can callit. The fibresand | thoy are getting searee. Yes, the demand for
tissues seem to botwisted inta the must susgular | choice cabinet wouds s constantly increasing.

The contract for supplying lumber to the|Tho alightest tremor in the beam or knifo | and complicated figures, Tho intricacy of these  In the houses that tho wealthy are now putting
Montreal Water Works' Dopartment has been | would break and twist the thin sheets that yon ! figures, combined with their Aympuetry, 15 oo up, the fine wl wurk constitutes n large item

The heavy beam

that revolves svith its great load of timber is‘
| firmness itself, and ia regulated like clockwork. |

| fection of mowspapers turned out by the print-
ing press.  These sheets are about 1120 of an
inch in thickness, but frequently wo shave off
vencers as thin as 175 to the inch.”

He lifted a corner of ono of the long sheets,
and it scemed to bo about tho thickness of
ordinary writing paper. The wood was warm
and pliable.

‘It is only in this condition that this shaving
process is possible. When fresh from the steam
pit the knife slips easily through it. Were the
woad cold and hard, the process would be im-
possible. Even if tho knife could do tho work,
the sheets would be too britle, and would crum.
ble into small fragments.”

“Tor what purposo are theso extremely thin
sheets used ¥

““The vencers used upon furniture are,
as arule somewhat thicker than theso that we
are now turning off. Tho thinnest vencers are
used on picture frames They are as thin as tho
finest tissue paper, and must be backed with
ordinary paper attached with paste to provent
tho glue by which thoy are fastoned to the body
of the frames from showing through. These
vencers are also used to a largo oxtent in the

gamo way that wall paper is used—for covering
the walls of roomx  Besndes this, thero are|
many other and novel uses to which they aray

the Frouch walnut burl,  Color snd suunduess
are other clomenta of valuo.”

““Does the burl play the same important part
in mahogany and other valuablo woods that it
does in tho Fronch walnut

*“'There aro rosowood and mahogany buils,

Touk at theso vencers for
. table cuvers. Theso handsomo desigus aud thix
. artistic ornamentation aro all moasaic work.
. made Ly piercing together small fragments of
“woods of difforent colors, or mserting thom irt
the budy of nlarge sheet that constitutes the
, background.  T'o one not nequainted with this

but, unlike thoso of tho French walnut, they , work it wonld look like a drawing on wood ;

are of little or no value.
the trunk of tho tree thnt is prized, the knita
are discarded.”

‘* How do other wood. compare in value with
the Irench walnut$”

“Noxt to Fronch walnut ebony is probably
the most valuable. Occasionally a fino piece ix
found that brings oven a better prico than the
Fronch walnut. Not long ago 1 saw somo that
sold for S350 a ton. For a particularly largoe
piece, ¢ven $5 a pound might be paid. In obony
the . in thing is gize. It is difticult to gt
largo picces that can bo used without cuttng.
Rosewood and mahogany are always in domand.
Tho best mahogany is that of San Domingo,
Next come the mahoganies of Cuba, Hondur-
as, Moxico and Africa. Thero is much less
differonco in valuo between different mahoganies
and rosowoods than between different specimens
of ebony and French walnut. Fair msewaod
will scll in the log for 53 to 7 cents per pound,
French walnut can occasionally, if poor, be

countries. It grows in Persia, Circassia, and ) put. A short titno ago semebody concerved tho ’ bought as low as threo cents per paund, but tho
AsiaAlinor. You havestenit in veneering upon j1dea of having business cards printed upon | finor burls will sell for hundreds of dellars
costly furniture, but you probably have no them, thinking that the nosclty of the matenal | Burls worth from £300 to a 81,000 cach are not

potita how oxpensive it is, nor Low caroful we

ud' to'provent wasto in itsuse. Come into our i

workrooms and X will lot you sco it in process
of culting.”

would causc people to preserve the carde.” i
Do you over saw logs in such sheets 3" '
“ Sowmctimes, but rarely, with tho 1nore ex-

{ ensive woods,  Sawing involves a good deal of |

raro. I recently bought one myself far 81,200,
and I think I shall make it pan out £3,000.
Wo must bo very careful, however in buying
these Lurls. Their value is oftan greatly lessen.

Ha ]@d"t:he Wway into sowne extensive roomns, | waste. For the cheaper woods it is sometunes 1 «d by tho existence of hollows, sometimes in
wkhers ponderous machinery was rovolving and ,tworo desirable, as it is not necessary to go|the very heart of thoe woud, the result of decay
hesvy chains rattling. In one room ateam rosc , thraugh the steamiug procoss when we use the ; or malformation.  Thesohollow placesarc filled
; 8aw, but thero is a great difference in the num- 1 up by fradulent dealers with a substanco that is

“Doyens there,” 52id tho gentleman, **isa pit | ber of sheets that are turned outin that way. 1mado to resemblo tho gonuine wood, and they
whatt we lay Inrgo and valuable logs and sub. | The must that wo can get by sewing 18 twenty: i will then mell tho-burls as sound. Manure,

fromeracks in the floor.

ject them 6 tho action of ateam until they be-
comsalmost ay e0ft ag butter. Then wo take
them out, fasten them to aa iron beam (here ho

same length as tho log, *

12,200 pounds.”
With each rovolution, a strip of wood was| * Whatisaburl?”

i five to the mnch.”

teampressed to the requisito degree of handness,

. **What1s the valuc of the French walnut?”ijs much used for this purpase.  Warse even
. “IThase acen 3t sell as lugh as $2a pound. t than this is the practico to which such kuaies
led the way into another room), and this beawn , At tho Parzs Expostion for 1578 one burl was * gomatimas resort of placing stones in thohollons | that it has cost a dullar o thousand feet more
revolvey around a finely tempored knife, of the ,#old. for §5,000, and its weight did not exceed | to increaso the weight, for tho burls, ax T have | than it did Jast winter to get the spruce to tho

! already intimated, are sold by the pound. This | mills.
ifraud is liable to causc serious dnamage to factured luinber are lower, if auything, thon

In thoso woodsa it is | but turn the sheet over and you see tho lines

ran through, You can get thesn voneers for
fine tables at mostuny cost.  You can get one
as low as $25, and you can havo designs
put togothor at as high price as you may care to
pay.”

“ Are there nany dealers in such woods in
the United States ¥

**The nuwmnbor i vory small, but tho business
Iaigo and tho cowpetition keon, One of our
firm mnkes frequent trips to Central Americs
and clsewhere to look for raro specimens of
cabinet wood. Theso trips have their attract.
ionx, but they are not infrequently accompanied
by hardships and danger.” =X, Y. Sun,

NEW ENGLAKRD DEALERS.

The Iumber dealers of Now England held a
mecting at the Falmouth Hotel, Portland, re-
cently, their object being to make uniform liv-
ing prices for lumbor for building purposes.
There wero present prowninent dealers of Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont and Now York, It
is jmoposed to maise tho pncoe one dollar per
thonsand. At the ovening ses«ion the following
oflicers wero elected . Prenident, F. A. Pitchio s
Vico President, A. S, Brown, of Whitafield,
N. H.: Secretary and Treasurer, David Birnie,
Portland, and a board of five Jirectors. A
capstitution and by lawe wero adupted. A ro-
porter, in conversation with une of tho heaviest
lamber manulacturers, learned the principal
reason for calling tho present meeting and the
rvesults which arc eapected tu bo accomplished.
The gentlemnen state that the past hasbeen o
very hard winter, with a great fall of snow ; the
cast of labor and supplics has been heavier than
usual  Tor theso reasons it is sad to bo a fact

Onp the other hand the prices of manu-

shaved off mnoothly, and laid in piles upon! ‘' Thisis a trade expression, aad means the ! the valuablo knives that aro uacd in cuttmg tho  last year, an i loss than the manufacturery can
the foor like skine of leather or sheeta of ) largo and tough knols or excrescences ko warts | veneers.”

pspen

& fraction of an inch nemadrto theknife. Tho

[(h:\t grow upon thotrunk of tho tree. Tho
“Every time this beawn tumns around it moves i

&

French walnut 1s
j 8warfed in ils growth, that gvows, 2y 1 have

amall tree. crooked and :iauch in them??
4 Yes, to some cxtont ; but for cheice cabinet '
whole apparatus works with extremo precision, + stated, in Asiatic countries. Its valuo is con: :work the forcign woods are, of courso, fmoro | oxpoct a Iargo demand soon,

*How about our native wooda? Do you deal

afford to sell forthis scaron.  During tho season
xo far thero has been littlo demand for building
spruce, but the.o is much bLuilding in prospect
during tho summner, and there s 6very reason t0-



