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Armed Peace in Europe,

ZPlots and Countorplots of the Powers
—G@Greeco Proparing to Olaim her
Provinces—Gormany Desirous
of moro Allics—Tho Forti-
fications of Paris—Tho
Russian and Ohi-
nese Armies.

Paris, Nov. 12,—Thoso who are behind
tho curtamn assert that Fobruary will not

e without bloodsned on an oxtensivo scalo
1n Kpirus and Thessaly, There was every
rcason to anticipato this bloodshed six months
ago, and yet thoro was none, bocause dip-
lomaoy hoped to frighten the Sultan by
threats which diplomats assured han private-
3y should not bo excouted, and 1 would be
inclined to think that nothing moro sern ns
neod be feared for 1881 if 1t wero not for
two circumstaoces : First—The Greeks have
managed to raiso a loan of sixty millions,
which they are sponding entirely upon the
armament and mobihization of their na'ional
forces, Second—Although the Sublime
Porte pays nono of 1ts creditors either at
homo or aovroad,

¢ THE PALACE FLOATS IN GOLD,”

to quoto literally the cxpression of an
Oricatal banker to me last ovening, TlLat
this money should bave Leen furnished to
tho Greek and Turkish Guvernments, both
notoriously insclvent, 18 a symptem of
troubfe ahead, and, it my informatior °
correct, tho subsidics can botraced to B.. ..
on thoone haod and to L ndon and St, Peters-
burg on tho othor. Tho catastropho 18 cor-
tain; when it will come depends endirely
upon tho good pleasure of Priceo von Bis-
mark, which in its turn depends upon the
success of his present intrigucs to draw
Feance into the Austro-German orbit.
Monsirous as this allianco would be, 1t is
not at all an impossiblo oventuality, Just
now such a compact would overthrow any
Government by which it mi bt bo prupused, !
but the mere circunatance that sume very
respectablo men bave begun to diecuss sfs
possibility, to estimato tho nature and extent
of the guid pro guo to be demanded, is evid-
onco of a wish to feel the public puleo,
That tho maintenance of quati-cordial rela-
tions between

RUSSIA AND GERMANY

dopends entirely upon the existence ot their
sovereigns is gonerally admitted, and the
news concerning the Czar's health is of a na-
turo to causolegitimateapprebensions. The
official reports, of course, ropresent it to be
blooming, but private letters apesk quite ip
another way, and it is cortain that the most
owinent physiciana of St Potoraburg were
tolegraphed for last week to consult with
his_majesty's ordivary medical attendants
at Livadis, Tho report is that dynumite
and revolvers having proved of no avail, ar-
senic has now been resorted to, the utmost
secreoy is prescribed to the press, but the
corrospondents of forcign journals tell queer
stories of perquisitions made in the jmperial
kitchens and of the arrests of several of the
imporial cooks. Something of tho gort must
have been the causo of the precipitation
with which the morganatic marriago with

PRINCESSS DOLGOROUKI

was cclebrated. I bav. already noticed

affair, and, 1 thipk, stated hz‘v thero t:l:::
even question, at one moment, of having a
right-handed instcad of a left handed cero-
mony, for which there was a precedent in
the caso of Poter the Great, Mme, Dolgor-
ouki bad quite cnough influenco over berau-
gust lover to obtain this had she elected to
wait awhile, but, being a clover woman, she
appreciated that dcla¥s may bo dangerous,
and go preforred tho lesser honor by which
her children aro legitimated and hor own
very equivocal position as favorito rendered
respectable,  Although I twrote about this
maryisgo moro than a month ago, tho Freach
nowspapers havo only just publishod it as a
fact, and have only just begun to make their
commentar-ez, whils but threo days ago did
oven the Cologne Gazefte obtain full detasis,
Tho cecremony was performed on the lst of
last August in a chapol of the Palace, 1n the
presence of a vory fow witnea.cs, fmong
whom whero the Grand Duke Nicholas, who
will now, as a reward for his condescension,
bo probably restored to favor, and the Mio-
ister of War, Gen. Miljutine. Al tbo 1m-
purial family except Nicholas teanfiod their
:l;i.t: pr:v.:ltby thair abit{mcs. Tno Czire-

cat away to Hapaal, t ]

Dukes Constantino and Vﬁadi;mrhga;?ntg
Paris, tho latter accompanied by tho Grand

Duchess, the formor with the mission to
bring home tho yacht Livadia.

Now, being posted bottor than even the
Rusgsians themselves on theso

IMPERIAL PAMILY JARS,

kuowing tho intense hatrod of tho Russian
Crown g’rinco for ovorythmﬁ Gorman, whe-
thor on the right or tho left bank of Vistula,
and foeling that tho procarious stato of the
Ewmnperor's health «flers hittlo assurance of
any long duration to the Statu quo, I'rioco
von Bismarck casta abtout hum for another al.
lisnce. e has no great confidenco 1n the
valuo of the Austrian Army, and he 18 vary
much afraid of the French Army, which, if
very deficient in many resp-ects, has immen-
scly improved in quahty sminco 1871 Ho
docs not proposo any componsation as the
price of a I'ronch alliance, he has no intent.
ion over to propose auy compronuso, but fol-
lows up his ol(i game wlich was so success-
ful with that imbecle, Napoleon III., in
1866. Meanwhile, ho hints to tho German
peoplo that the French clamor for reprisals
18 unid rstood—this in order to mako a war
with France, if nceds bo, popular in Father
land —and ho lets the Frencn know that hoas
in possestion of all tho details of their offen-
81V0 resoul ces.

An article, published somo months ago,
anorymously, and whick I tlen translated
told the French and the Germaus what both
might expect 1n the matter of fiold opera.
tiong  An articlein a recent number of tho
Berliner Tagutate sthows the opinion of Ger-
man strategists concermng those fortitica.
tions which our peoplo fondly hoped would
render Paris wmprognable.  The fortihed
enceinte ombraces an cxtent of about 116
*quarc mles ; th's 1s judged to be too great
to allow reciprocal support between tho de-
tachcd forts, and tc orgauize a solid defence
of the intermediate ground whero there must
bo necessarily o great many sectors with.
out fire, through wlich atlacking col-
umns may penetrate and take the p mtions
n rear.

THESE VULNERABLE TO1- 13

have an avorage broudth of abiut five nules,
aud being1n covered ground, they are espec-
ally savourabloe to tho assailant. Such, for
example, 18 the ground botween tho railway
lwes of Lullo and the Swissone, and ou the
south, botween Palowscau and Vaillencuve.
As to the guarantces offered by the new
works aganst the investment of the captsl,
I must agreo with the Tagblatt that they are
totally insufficient. Tho last siege proved
that to isolate the capital entirely was im-
posgible ; by mcans of carrier pigeons and
balloons cotimunication conld always bo kept
up with the Provinces, but tho alimontation
ot the town 18 no oasier now with the new
s\stem than it was in 1870-71 A zone of
116 mules can only ho provisioned by means
of railways, and tho tirst operativn of an
coemy must naturally be tho destruction of
this means of commurcicatien.  In 1870-71
neither tho Fronch northo Getman Aruies,
with very rare exceptions, destroyed ather
the turne's or the viaducts ; 1n tho next war
both will act differen'ly, and if, from timo to
time, a fow wagon-loads of flou and a few
droves of ox-n can be introduccd, neither
wil boin sufficient quantities to rehove tho
wants of tho garison and the population of
tho beleaugered city. Besides these objec
tions, on which the German nowspapor lays
great stress, thero is another, «qually impor-
tant, but of which, straugely enough, it
makes no mention, tie great development
of the line of defenso wiil subtract a cuneil-
crablo prepurtion from the troups, wh'eh
vtherwiso might Lo emplosed in offensive
operations. { do not beliove that

ANOTIER SIEGE OF PARIS

is probable in our time, but if 1t should come
off, and France rely fur her ealvation upun
the assistance of her capital, tho finalo will
bo tho same as nino yecars ago. Tho only
difference will be a prolongation of her agony.
Not that I believe %‘rauco to be furcdoomed
to defeat sn ber next strugglo with Germany,
Tho French Army is tecond to none in the
mlitary educatiou of 1ts rank and file.  Up
to tho grade of General of Division its offi-
cors aro oxcellent ; but 1 caunot sece wkere
the country 1a to look for a chif capablo of
of dirccting tho ensemble of operatious, Tho
mapauvres have formed tho soldicrs, but
tho absence of all initiation from the opera.
tions of bugade and diviston cemmanders
which is enforced by the programmes of
theso mecccuvres lcaves everything, as it
uscd to be, v the hauds of the Commander.
m-Chicf, who may beanother Bopaparte, but
who nay be a feol. Red tapo 13 the curse
of the French any juet as much now as 1t
was ten years ago, and if red tape, routizo,

and tradition bo not demolishod when this

Army next takes tho ficld, the results will
bo as disastrous as they wero when it was
last callod upon. I€ thoy beswept away,
tho capturo of Borlin and not tho capturo of
Pars will bo the crowming glory of tho war,
Winch of tho two courzes may bo followed
no living man can toretell,
Meanwhilo

RURRIA I3 ARMED QUIKTLY,

and although her pretended object is tho
subjuction of tho Turcumansand the defense
of hor Kuldja frontier against the Chineso,
it is not poasiblo to admit that eithor of theso
onemics can cause her any gravo anxicty.
‘T'holato Russo-Turkiah war was an ndmirah{o
schoul for her oflicets ; they made griovous
mistakes thero, but they learned tome very
wholesumo lessone, and when wo look at the
dovolopment of her Army daring tho last
quartcy of a century, wo must admit that
thoso who aflcot to despise her military
atren,th are woefully blind. On thoe st of
Javuary, 1833, tho Russian Army was co-
posed of 27,716 oflicers, 868,352 men inclu.
sivo of tho reserve, the Militia, and the
suxiliary troope, aud 78,144 Cossacks. Dar-
g the Crimean war theso forces were coun-
siderably incroased, and according to official
data, amounted, on tho lst of January,
1856, to 41,817 oflicers and 2,275.454 rank
and file, Tius strength was, however, only
nommal ; on paper, the (ffectivo was : Ao

tivo Army, 24,6564 «flicers and 1,170,184
soldiers ; reserve, 5,576 officers and 572,158
suldi vy arregular truops 3,640 officers and
168 691 soldiers ; Mahitia, 5,647 «flicers and
3ud,421 suldis , Cussacks, 3,441 offi ersand
156,726 suldurs, f.r service, subtraction
must be made of about one-half of theso
figures, a8 in 1863, for examp'e, according to
tho Ministerial report, tho Russian Army
only counted §58,997 regular troops, and a
conscientious cxamination of the muster rolls
a fow months later showed that tho genuine
effective of the Army did not exceed tho zp.
proximate fizure of 385,000, Swuce then,
however, the military adwinistration of the
Empre has beea thorvughly reformed, the

ARMY APPROPRIATIONS

have been increased, and thoreis cvery tea-
son to supposs that the estimates nado vn
the 25th of November, 1879, are nut very
far from being accurato. Theso estimates
give, 28 ready fur immediate mobil zation,
Q08 Generals, 31,414 officers, and 865,425
mon of tho teyular Army, 742,144 rescrvo,
1,972 officers and 51,359 men belonging to
the Cossacks, 105,946 irregulars, That
IRussia can keep up such an cstablishment as
this for any length of timo 13 not to be vx-
pected, a8 1t 13 not to be expected that she
destines ita employment solely in Central
and Eastera Asia, whero 30,000 men are
spoken of a» the maximum of both arm:s of
oporations, of whnich about one-third arc
thonght sufficieut fur the first operation
agamnst tho Cclestialo, Possibly Russia may
make a mistake in that quarter, whero »
deciaratien of war will imunediately fullow
the completion of the Traos-Siberian Rail-
way.
It 1s hard for any one to think of
JONN CHINAMAN AS A YORMIDABLE ENENY.

\What warrniors could bo thought formidable
. dresscd 1n potticoats? Yet tho heathen
are cxtraordinanly bravo, or rather, thoy
have a contempt of d ath and danger which,
as thoy can readily bring a million of mon
into tho ficld, m:ght make them exccedingly
dangerous if they wero d sciplined and com-

manded by intellig nt (flicers.  Fortunately
for Rassia, they arc not, bLut, unfortunate'y
fur that puwer, they have been deserted by
that ‘¢ big medicine man,*’ Gordon, who, on
leaving tho flowery lind, bas bequeathed
them a scr:es of mulitary precopts, vide his
book, which wonld wnsuro tho discomfiture

of any army a. < the couquest of any nation
with whese nmlitary direction ho may ever
bo connected. From this warhke mission-
ary’s exit from China, I presume that heand
the Mandanns did not pull together, where

fore they will probatly be deaf to his ser-
mons, all the moro that a goodly number of
German officers havoe gono to take his place,

If thoy had a year or two in which to work,

theao gentlemen would doubtless accomplish
aomcttmg;but they havo barely time to
avercomo the two great defects of the Chi

neso Army, tho abscoco of all unity andceen

tralizatton. \With theexception of the Guard,
which 18 under the  mmsnd of the Minister
of War, all tho tro. psdopend upon the Pro-
vircial Governorg, by whoin they are organ-
1z:d, armed, cquipped, and dniled according
to tho mnstructions of a special Ministry.
Tris 18 tho cause of tho first of thess two de-
fects ; tho sccond 13 tho result of their orga-
nization, waich is local, Each soldicr must
provido for his personal wants and for thoso

of his family, and conacquently hires himsolt
out asa day laboror.

1R IN DRILLED OUCASIONALLY,

but 8o raroly that his military cducation
nover gots hoyond the most clomentary rudi-
ments, Astohisarmament it is heteroolite;
bows and arrows in somo place, matohlocks
in othiers, and nowhero dangorous for Euro-
pean troops. ‘Their oflicors havo no idea of
tho art of war, and aro ignorant oven of tho
disposal of their trvops for an engagomont ;
the examination which thoy pass must de.
monstrato only thoir ability to uso tho bow
on horseback and to play liko jugglers with
weighing 50 pounds cach., 1878 China at.
tempted tho introduction of European re-
forms into her Army, Sho purchesed 376
heary guns and 260{ield picces from Krupp's
foundry, but no teams wero procurod oithor
then or since, and ber artillory corps has not
yot been organized. Porhaps it was not
on this account that Col. Gordon advised
his friends ** Not to bother thomselves with
cannon which mako more noiso than they do
harm, but to put their faith in rockots.” (1)
Iu short, the Chinese Army can scarcely bo
aaid ovon to oxist on papor. It isa hordo of
mdividuals, cruel and sanguinary bandats,
who will burn and massacre, but are incap-
ablo «f opposing any serious resistanco to tho
Russian }orccs. I necd not toll of the worth-
lessness of tho Colestial Navy, which is only
worthy of a place by tho sido of the Colestial
laud forcos, and yet if China should ever re.
solutely undertako the muitary organixation
of her immenso population what a redoubt.
ablo enemy sho might become, Luckily for
Ruasta and her naighbors, such is uot thae sit.
uation,
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TRrANSLATIONS of Mill, Spencer, and Dar-
win are common in Japan, where the **Ori-
gin of Species " has a largo sale,

Mooby and Sankoy spent cightcen days
in Salt Lake City, on their way to San
Francisco, holding crowded meotings daily.

A prurien and sister have become hus.
band and wifec, at Yoongstown, Obio,
Learming that thoy were to bo prosecutod,
they have fled togother.

S0 many pursors bavecommtted suicide by
jumping off the thrce bridges across the
Tibor at Komo that a philanthropical socioty
keops boatmen at oach bridgo in order to
rescuo the unfortunate.

Tix pooplo ot Chicago handled and packed
2,875.000 hoge during the summer aalting
soason, from tho lst of last March to the 1st
of this month, aud vot found leisuro for lit-
craturc and arts. Now they are immersed
in their winter packing, and atill casily com.
bino pork with politics and pootry.

Ix France many profossors of the art of
cooking foed a family for so much a day and
an additienal sum for_each guest. The
bring tho provisions, submit a menu, whu_)
may bechanged, and send a cook to livein
the house. At a dinner party thoy or their
aids superintend. They are answerable for
the cook.

Jars (S paper air cushions are amd to
have some advantago over thoso made of
rubber.  They way Lo rolled 10to a package
of smaller dimncnsione, when not in uso ; they
will not stick tocother as rubber doss after
1t 18 wet, ag@l for pilows they sro better be.
causo they haveo nv oder.  Ther strength is
marvellous; a man weighing 160 pounds
may stand upen one without bursting it,
They aro saud to bo waterproot, and to make
excellent Jifo preservers.

Tue Earl and Countess of Fitzwilliam are
passing tho winter in Ireland at their beau.
tiful sest Coolatin, in tho romaatic county
of Wicklow, among a tenantry by whom he
18 much beloved, His tenants are 10 a most
prosperous condition, and the maxim that

roperty has its dutics as well as rights is

ully carried out. Mr. Parancll’s Propcrty is

close by, and though not at all iliberally
managed, his tenants aro not all in tho samo
prosperous condttion.

Whex Napoleon formed tho Legion of
Honor there was much discussion as to the
colour of the riband  Napoleon was for
whito, probably because on state occasions
ho loved to dress in scarlet, and eaw how
happy tho colour contraat would be. It was
represented that white was preeminently the
cofour of tuo exiled house. He then aug.
gested red, and was inet with tho objection
that red was the revolutionary colour. But
rememberi g that blue was tho colour of
moat of th. uniformns in the army, and that
red would answer as a contrast, ho said,
“Let it bo rod,”



