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* They surely cau't bo Kowg far at this
4 of the yoar,

Me. and Mrw, David Hotner, aud Mr,
Horzor's mother tived in the lig, roony
old faninhonse that had oneo bocn bright.
onod and inade merry by the lnrov.euco of
clhildren.  But of the four oh Kron who
liad been kent to gladden the old house
hohic wete left now, and Mr. and Mirs,
NHarner wore chilitteas.  Thesr tast child,
a Lrowu hmred, dark oyed pirl of wmix
Fears, had beow takon from them dutring
tho past year, aud thoro wonld Lo a long.
ly Christiuas iu the old honso this year,

Last yoar thore had been & tree for
their fittlo Mangarot; and altof tho little
consing from the :w}ghborwg,; farms and
from the village threo milgs ¢ istaut hind
been prosent, aud thero had not been a
happier, meteier house fn all tho country
round about. This {mr tho honxe \\‘0“15
bo sleut : and the g saudly roonr, in
whicli Margaret's treo lLnd Llazedd 8o
bnilbantly last year wonld be dark, witl:
no sound of meeriment within 1ty walls,
But all wae bnght awdl baautiful whoro
hitdlo Mazgaret and hor brothers aud sis
ters woie, aud tho poace of Gorl had
come ato the hoarts of their parents.

It was coldor tho day before Christinne
than it had been for xome weoks; bot
the aun wau shuning, aud the air was
cnsp and wmvigorating,  Mr. Horner had
been 2o tho town iu lI‘ht) aftertroon, and
tho shori day was neazly dono wheu ho
reached bowe.

Graudma Horue: went to bed prowipt.
Iy at hall-past sevon the vear nround,
Hor son’s wifo saw fior suugly stowed
awny lu the uigh, tour poster bedstead
with the purple ealico valance, Then
#i1o camo back to the family mittiuge.
roow, and said to hier hushand; who was
sittiug by the fir reading tho papors ho
had broughit from tho town : * [t's A pers
fect night, David  The moon {s troarly
full, aud the Chiristinas stavs are shining
as bugh'y, ay thoy myst have shone 1n
Bethlehow homght tho Christ was born,
I was thicking, whilo 1 was pattivg
randumothor to bod that thero was somne-
thiug that 1°d hho to do.*

* At swhiat is that, Mary 2

* ' liko to walk ovor to the cometer
and atand by the clildren's fraves thl{
Chtistmas Eve, I've Just taken a notion
that I'd like to do that if you don't tnind,
and it's & glorlous ¢tight to walk out.’

*Soit in' wail Horuce, * Get ready,

~—————

So it in,
and I'll go with you,’

{alf an hour fator thoy wero noarly &
mle from home, and wero goug by a
bittle ald log sctioothouse that had vot

i used for tiany yoars, whony Mrs.
Hornur sald suddowly, Wiy, David,
there's & hglit m tho old schooilmu!lo.'

*5o there s, Soma framps, I guoas.
What ix that out by the door? It looks
like—why, it's an old covored wagyon,
aud thore is a horsa tiad to thy wﬁoc!.‘

*Oby it nust belong to those mo ‘ers
grandina and Isaw go by the houso yos-
terday .

* Ldidw't suppose that there Wero any
tiovers around ut this timo of the year.’

‘ Woll, xomo oneg weut, by tho ?:omw
‘yu@lonlny, aud Iihink that theso spust
e tho samo peoplo. What a drear
placo the old schicollionse is to smu%
Christmasin! 0 Pavid, wo ought noy
to et them stay wud apoud Cliristiiag
in wuch & placo when our housa i1 no
largo aud wo crupty. Lot s %o and ook
in at tho window,*

Tho sight thoy waw touched their
Learts. On an old mattress laid on the
flove efore tho lony-uuusod firoplace
were throo little ehildren, coverod witly
Coarso yray blavkels, Somo xioko.
blackoued cooking utousils stood near
tho chituney, whero somq | $ wero
suronldariug, tho red coxls lighting tho
dreary room dimly,

Buat that whieh tonched the hoarls of
Mr. and Mrs. Hotnor moro than noy-.
thing cluo was tlio sight of tho mother
of the childrou, a small, wolully thin aud
sxd-looking wotnn  Sho was tying ono
ortwo of tha elreapoat tittlo woodon toys
and throe hiloe Augar cakes to a hittly
treo she dnd contrived to make starnd
orect ou an old bench, which way al} the
Lurniture thoro was loft in the oo,

'O David, a Chrinstioas tros?” whispor.
od Mes, Horuor.

Mz, and Mys, Horser ailoutly rotraced
their stops to the road, and My, Horner
s, with & treor in hor vojee: L)
David! What ghalt wo do ? Wo can't let
thom xtay there over Cheistmax, O that
boor, bare, littdy Olivistinas trco! How
forlorn and  pathotic it loohed? O
David, whoover anid whatever tho are,
lIm{ shiall not apond Cliristiaas thero.:

' No," ropliod Mr. Hornor ; * but I think
that it toay bo host 1o ot them siay
wharo thoy Aro townight, It ix not %o
very cold, aud tho c)ildroy are al) asleep,
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We wilt come over there tho hrst thing
m thoe mormng, aud take thom home
with s’

But, O David, that forlorn Dbitls
Chrixtinas treo! It mnkoy ney heort
ache to think af ft. Lot we go homo arl
Kot thnugs anough to Ll L. There aro
boves aud drawers of tho clhiliton's
things at bowe, and a ot ol colored Wi
eantlos el wser Irom oue treo lang yoar.
Fli tod n wholo bashot fuli of things,
and will como back wath thew, am) Lve
thom to that poor mothor lor hor ohnl
dren's tree,'

Moro thau an hour passad before My.
and Mrs, Horner retutnod, Then they
saw through tho window e mother
steeping by b r cluldren,

'Il womder if wo couldn't abip 1 and
put the things on tho treo ourelves,
said Mrs. Mes, Moruer. 1t would bo
such & surpriso for theta adl ! fLot usiry
tho door.’

It openod silently, and My, ainl Mrs,
Hornor stole in softh, The mother's
heavy breatlung was proof of the son, 1.
nessof hee sleep.  Sho did not whir, aiuck
was still sleepinigg soundiy when My, and
Mza. Horner stole out, foavng tho treo
full of toys of overy doscription, wiite
othors were pilod around the iase of tho
tree.

*Thero!" sail Mex. Horuer as they
reachud the road, *we'll sleep sonuder
atd sweeter ourvelven for thi.'

It was bitterly cold and sHowing hea-
vily whou Me, Horner tchod Jus homes
to a bix sled and started for the old
schiool hottse the next morning

‘You must get them hero in tine for
Lreakfast, M Morner had sail, aod,
when Grandina Horuer Lad heard of the
ovents of the night before, sho was i)
a fhatter with oxeitement,

* Tho poor littlo dears! shewated . * you
Lot ngfez off alter ther, Lavult” |
couliln’t rolish & bato of brenkinst know
e that thore was a wother g hitio
childeent in the ol rchooNiouse sueh a
Inormuyg as thiy.’

Theco quarters of an hour later the
oxciied old ludy catled ot from tho win.
dow, *'Thoy're cowing, Mary, they're
coimning.’

Tho wayfarcrs veccived o welooetliat
titled tho oyes of the mother w ith toam

* L can’t thank you onough,’ she saul,
brokeuly, ‘}ow ham:{ my  cluldron
woro whon they saw that tree! And
Bow hicavy wmy Jicart was whioy | heand
tho wtorm raghuyg without, and roalizod
that wo wero yet fifty mnlos from our
dostluation, with our pocr old hor's
strength about goue, nud scarcely any
l,mvuions or mousy left.  Hui, poor aw

was, 1 walked ovor o tho town and
boughit tho littlo thtugy you saw ure
unngisyg on the tres for the ehnldren,
Thoy'd "been talhiug ko pyuch about
Chrivtmay, aud I coulin't boar {9 nave
tham wake up aud flyd nothing for thaw
Thoy dragued in tho little treo thew
selves, 'rf‘.’&,- alwayn had one when
thoir father ‘was alfve, aud this 1 the
fient Chesstinas without fnpy,

‘Your husband -3 dead 7° Ashoed Mex,
Horuer,

*Yox, ho died Iast March in a lown
four bundred males fron hore, anl I gy
ol my way to my father's Lome, whicl,
is Afty wiles from hero. Ho weax 150
Poor 10 seud 192 o, but lo said that ie
would give mo a Lome if | coul Kt to
him , and 1 have cotie all the way i tho
Waggou.  You oouldn ¢ tell what a bnven
of rest this house scoms.”

It was a safo haven of rest for the
Poar waylarcrs for two wocks, durning
which thine it stormod almeas cotstantly.
Tho povr old Lorso diod during that
time, and Mre, Horner st thoe little
family cu ther way by rail.  Tho yrate.
ful mothor's last wonls worw, ‘God biges
rou for thy Chiriat sgneil that fifled your
108ty whon you caino Lo ux on Clitiat.
may Day,’
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