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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSION:
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—

Lerturs oF Rev. Jons Canvix, compiled from
thy Oreginal  Muuasersypis, and Edied  with
Histerical notes by De. Jules Bonnet, Vol 1.
‘Pranstuted from the Latin and Freach Lan.
fuages by David Constable.  Edmbuigh:
‘I'nnnag Cunaable & Co.  ‘Toronto: John
C. Getkio, 1855,

We aro always glad, when wo hear of
any treasure brought from varller gencrations

16 us, and assuch had with juy the valume

noticed above. Tho lewtersof Talvin wege, with

his manuscripts, his own legacy w tho Re-
formed Churchies, bequeathed to them in one of
his Iatest converiations.  Various difliculiics,
however, prevented lus friends from fuifiding lns
wish with regard to them for many years. ‘T'he
greatplazue whchaepeatedly desolated Geneva
great public and private dizasters ; tho ansettled
state of shings everywhere, and the dangerous
postion of Protestantism in Europo generally
sremed alike 10 conspire against the execution
of Caivins dezire.  All that could be done was
to pubiish a portien of his Latin correspondence
in 1533, and 10 gathier and store up for happicr
thnes, as many more of s letters as cenld be
obtamed from any soutce.  In ilns position mat-
teis stoud until the French Government, a few
years singe, by an anpulse one would have been
very slow m expecting at their hands, charged

Dr. Boanet with a scicatitic mission to collcet

and pudblish the whole corsesponlence from any

“part in whiel st might be tennd.  Honour to
whem hunour is due! M. de Falloux was the
calumpiator of the Rontan Republic under Muz-
zini, but L:e was the amhor of the scheme 10 give
the Great Reformer’s Lentais to the world.

Tire Euglisa cditivn of Mr. Bonaet's work is
admerably wranstated by Mr. Consiable, a brother
of the pablisher, and at oue time an advocate in
the Scuttish Count, Lut now and for lung past
devoted 10 the lugher walks of lterature. It
will furm four volunes, and will coman at least
six hundred leaters, the greater past of which are
now publizhed for the fiest time.  When it is se-
membered that w Calvin, Europe and England,
aud cven wore espeeialy Scotiand was indebied
greatly fur the extent 10 which cvil and religious
Liberty was establshud, and that this correspond-
cnce iucludes nany letiers to the ot illusirious
personages of his day, as well 28 a large number tv
his ccclesiastical contemporarics, it will at otce
Le seen how much hght it throws un the whole
ez of the Refurmatun,  Itis especally inwr-
esting at this ume when that great movemant 13
g0 asuch deptacted alike by Romanisis acd {ligh
Ghurclunen, and when, if ever, it 1s uccessary to
be able 1o justify and defend 1.

THE MOUERN TACLICS OF
INFIDELITY.

Wonderful is the change which 1ime has
wrought upon the aspecis of Infidelity—It no
lunger assaults the ouiwuiks of Christianay, as
iu the days of our futetathers 3 but furled incvery
offu.1, itlics ctishied bencath 1he ponderous folios
and di:scitations oa miracles et id genrys otine,
which were liuricd against it.—In our day, taking
up its abuilz in the Word of Gud, by its preten.
tious “cholaslip and slashing ctiticiem, it has

tried to cut up tho precious volume into rhreds
and fragmenta, But froms dark ceitars and the
deep rocesses of monasteries, has M3, after MS,
been drawn furth, and given its clear testimony
10 the integrity of the holy book. Its every ob-
jection being thus removed, and infidelity doven
from i1s last stronghold, it turns round in a state
of despair, and asks, * What shall I do next
; ngaingt my great foe, Chrisuanity 1 After long
and earnest thought, it exclanns, I have found, [
{ have found iv'—* 1 will go forth and atack
Chrristianity, through ane of her noted leaders.”
Effurte are accordingly made to discover the tnust
suntable.—Let ono be found, who, frem adventi-
tious circumstances, has attgined a more than
merited degree of popularity ;—ona who is somte-
what rashin tho statements whieh ho makes,—
who writes hasuly without any great grasp of
thhoughe, and who halds outre views about some
portions of tho word.—If he has written much,
wistakes must necessarily be found in his writings;
il he hasbeen engaged in any stirring controversy,
wluch has for the time overborae his feelings of
Chrigtian love, so much tho better. And,if he
receives with implicit faith, the niysterious dog-
mas of our glorious Guspel, nunerous puints of
attack may be found. Sach a champion of 1o
irath appears in the person of Dr. Cumming, of
Loadon, and so tempung an opportunity was not
to be overluoked. It is not threrefore astonishing
that the Westminister Review, the great advo-
cate of spititual infidelivy, has, in its lagt number,
made a most daring and uncharitable attack upon
the doughty apponent of Dr. Wiseman.,  But the
real intent of tho ariicle is apparent boh from its
internal contents and from its title, ¢ Bvangelicai
Teaching ; De. Cumming.” I3 is a most bare-
facrd arnack upon the trath.  Ueder the pretenco
of critizising his writings, and claiming strict
impartiatity, the chatacter of De. C., asan avthor
and preaclier, 18 unspasingly assailed.

After a short and sharp eriticizn upan the siyle
of his writings, it is affirmed that one of nsmest
striking characiensiics is ynscropulosity of stule-
ment. In proof of this, we are refersed 1o bis
description of the Heathen Gode,—the dying
tverses of Lard Byron, the immorality of 1lume,
the arhecisin and death of Vuliaire, his harmonising
of grolugical dizcuveries with the Bible, and e
ersed of infidels, an adinisablo satire oa their
contradictary views—which is here inscried s

* I believe that there isno God, but that matter
18 Gad, and God is matter ; and thatit is no
«ematier whether there is any God or not. }
* Yelieve also that the world was not made, but
s¢that the world made itseif; and that it had nn
$¢ beginning, and that it will last for ever. 1
** believo that man isa beast ; that the seul isthe
*bady, and the bedy is the soul, and that afier
* Jeah there is neither body nor soul. I believe
*1hat there is no religion, that natural religion is
* thie only zeligion, and all religivn unnatural.
“believe nut in Moses. I believe in the first
* philosophiers. T belicve notin the evangelisis,
1 believe in Chubb, Colling, Toland, Tizdal,
* fubbes. 1 believe in Lord Bolingbroke. 1
+believe not in St. Pavl. I believe natin Rer-
“clation. T believe in tradition. I believe in
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* the Tulmuds. 1 believe in the Kuoran.
« lieve nat in the Bible.
« [ beliove in Conlucius,
“ [ betieve not in Christ.
¢ in all unbelief.”

The Revicicer regards ihis seriously,as the actual
creed of infidels, and brings it forward as a proog
of Dr. C.'s unscrupulosity of statement.

Notwithstanding the speers of the wiitie, it is
now gencrally beheved, that Hume did lead an
immoral life, and 1hat Voltairo died in great
misery. ‘The atheisnr of tho Jatter is denird on
the ground that he merely rejected tho Jehovah
of the Jews, and not the God of the universe.
Shade of Voltaire, wilt thou consent to be turned
into a gnostic of the thisd century, and forsake thy
atheism, Oh,infidelity ! to what absurditiesthou
art reduced.

The harmonising of the Bible with meodern
geological discoveries, is admirably managed ;
the rematks of the Ileviewer notwithstanding,
‘I'hhere remains then the spurious poem attritut-
ed ta Byron ;—and this is all the praof for Ds.
C.’s unscrupulosity of statement. “Thase who
write and print much, must necessarily expect to
find not a fow misiakes in their wotks fiom a
multiwde of concurring causes, which it is nred-
less to mention.  De. G, 100, is proverbial for
making rash statements, though wo deny that
they are unserupulous.  Why did nat our impur-
tial friend apply to Mr. Jaffray, of Edmburgh, or
Dr. Buchanan, of Glassaw  They could havo
given far sisonger proofs. Were I inclined to
retart, I might even 1n the present number of tho
Rexiew find ample matenals for a similar charge
against its conductors,

The sccond charg brausht against the yever-
end Dr. is oo absence of genuine charity. The
principal grounds fur this are his attacks upon
Puseyites, Romanists and Iufidels, and hisadhes-
ence to the docutine of eternal punishment. This
charge is proved 10 be false from the Remtewer's
own admission, that Dr. C. professes strong feel-
ings of aff-ctiva and charity—and has evineed
them by numerous charitable deeds. It is the
state of society in Britain that has led himto
attack so strongly the parnies specified.  Wo
consider the testimony which Dr. C. bears with
such power against Romanizm, as one of the
most useful portions of iiis works. Butifa belief
in the cternity of punizhinent, proves that hic is
devoid of charity, then the purest and nublest
Cheistians that now live upon the catsh—the
saintly Nocl—ihe seraphic Spurgeon, and the
devoted James, are devoid of this Chustan
grace. Yea, Paul and Peter, with the company
of the aposiles znd primitve Christicas must liavo
been equally uncharitable.

The third charge is his percerted moral judg-
ment. And marh thesenience that accompanics
this cliarge that you may detect the cloven foot
that i3 uawiniagly disclosed: ** Not that this
parversion is peculiarto Dr. Cumming ; itbelongs
10 tho dugmatic system which he shazes with alf
evangelical believers” The principal proot of
this is the view of human depravity held by Dr,
G.; a view which is scriptural and correcily and
cleatly stated. Becaose he siates with great

1 be-
I beleve in Socrates.
I believe in Mahames,
Aad, lastly, 1 believe



