1851.)

appoinied Me llarrie to preach ameng the Hotland and Rallivan tequicie
tionists the sreond Sabbath of Keptember, among thee of Grant the shird
Kabbath i and it was Joft to hie oun prwdence tn seieet gy desuiate
face for the foarth Sabbath. Mg “Torrsnes was apparated to sipply
;‘nl fraipi on the fiast Ratdnrh of hus aheence and Me Duff on the thrd;
Yiramora conztegation to be sacan® the intervmaing Sablali  The Prees
Byteey tesolvedd that the rapenare ainendag thear Alyenone of the srnvd
ministers of the Preshypiesy, shall e defiaged by a collection made
throngh theit brande, on the daysof their annaal vesitavren of thewe tee
FECHVE CangregATinny,

Mr. Dufl intimared that p aumber of Predigtrsana in Peel had pree
sented # petition to the 8eseion amd congirgation of Biora, to grant them
& share of Mr. DofTr sersicoe,methat the teqaest had been conipoed with,
lﬂ'l,lhll A siation hal teen epeaed in 'eel which promived eaceedingly
well,

The Cletk wae Inetrncted 10 write to the Commuttee of Dietntrm lot
A stinte of the servieen of preschere.  11» wae likewlse instracied to pros
vile hinpelf with the necemary Peesliptery ke

Appoiated neat meeting of Pershytery 10 be held in Guelph, on the
Tuesiny after the fonnth Sabhnth of November, Me. Dafl 1o give an ade
dieas,~Com,
o P
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BY THE RRY, DR, FERRILR, CALEDONIA,

Among the causes of growing coruption In the Preehyterisn Clureh of
Heotland, a« canstituted after the Revoulution, which led to the wrigin of
the United Preshyterian Church, we shall only take notice of the two
prominent ones, ‘These were, fizst, the headsttong engerness and grows
ingzeal with which the law of pateanage, restored in 1312, was teduced
to practlce, and conducted (or twenty years; and recondly, the movinfut
depattare from cvangelical truth, an tanght in the Weetminster Standands,
1ilk the great msjosity of the ministees had tejected, and, in many csees®
wege disposcd 1o ridicule the docttines of grace.

The Caadian Peesbnterian Bagayine,

]
- = - E R 4
Assembly 1o annther, and daring the time that they were thae hept In dee

peodencr, the minde of ihe peapie wete kept in a oiate of the greatest exe
citement  fa certmn indtances the [seshytenies and Sypodswere inchned
2a eugpert the clame of the people, but when this came 10 be divraseed at
the bar of the Awembly, or when it wae efereed by the \eemlly 10 the
Commiscn, theif appral was simoet andormly waescersfal.  In certain
cases where \e praple proved sefractory, and whete the Prestytery wae
teaived 10 grant indaction te an anpopu’ar candudate, an armed Jorce was
emploged o carty ioto eflect the deciarme of the Church Cootts, and the
unsernily spretacie wasnow and tien echibited of the minieters of gelis
grnbeing gaanird 1o chuteh nn a Rallath ke files of deagrone amidst the
nore of drume and the Aasdung of swonls, that they might srive the
edict of an huteting 1o wheae snmioiry the people were tesoleed not to
sulimit.

10 1300, the Areemibly having sflinmed the sentence of the Commiss
sion, enganed e Frestigtery of Chitneide 1o proceed with & vmlent rete
tlement in the parish of lutton,  Reveral inembere ctaved that thele dise
rent from this decision wight be recorded. “This wan tefusmd on the
geound that the gesnting of it wonld *teml to datagh the prace of the
Chaurel 2 And before the Aseembly dismiceed it was solemly enscted,
that hienceforward nn teasons of diseent * againet the determination of
Church judieatutes” shall be eateted on the trcon).

** By such athittaty procecdings ae theee, the minda of the people, and

K of not & few of the ministers, wesemueh intitated, and that a rerelt showld

, e Tong take place against the i

In regard 10 the first of 1 i found that cvangelical dues !
caard 1o the fir oftheae enuves, it was found that cvangelical | ! tuptlen.  The struggles, indeed, againet pattonage were in a considerabile

trine had beea extensively propagated in Scotiand, and o much relished
and valued by the serious aud Jatelligent among the Jaity, that, when lef
10 themselvcs, #0 tenncious were they of she docttines of frce gence, tiey
uniformly made choice of ministers who were sound in the falth and
2ealous for the Redeeiner's glory and the saleation of soule,  Hut this did
not forward, but teaded greatly to frustrate the policy of the goverament,
&nd the secret wishes of the toderate party.in the Assembly, which wete
to gecularie the Churcly, and it is believed, if posable, to subvert its Press
bytesian coanstitutlun, with a view 1o the restoration of Prelacy, Uence
thie law of patronage was tevived, and althouzgh for a tine it was exere
cised with & prudenttat zegard 1o the wishes of e freaple, and no minis.
tee was inducted into a charge if fonnd unacceptable ; yet, by and by,
when the excrcire of thus Jaw became common, and corgeegations swere
trained 1o expeel 1 exerciee as a dung of couree, the patrons ventured on
mote atbiteaty proceedute, till at fength the sncknauons of the people
were totally disregarded, ard in mnany cases sesisted wath insclt and vioe
tence. ‘The records of the Gengral Assembly during the years that im-
mediately preceded the origin of our Church, farmsh numerous cases of
appeal on the part of the people against she decisions of the Sufrrior courts
f1 regatd 1o shie settlenent of numisters.  ‘The fasue of these appeals was
nlmost umformly unfavouralbite. The law of patronage was imperative,
and when both Paizon and Presentee were firm in Jemznding that it
should be carried into cffect, the leaof some ers of P {{
and the objeetions of the people were of no avail.

“ The vicleat intrusion of munisters,” says De. McKerrows §n his history,
“ upon re-claiming congeegations prevailed in every part of the country.
At every meeting of the Assembly, for several succens ve yecars, no small
postion o0 -1.2ir businesas consisted In considering c2ier of appeal that were

governiient of tulets who showed
puch » totad disregard of the feehinga of thse whoee spititual intetests they
were buund o promote, warnothimg more than nught have b 3 espected
1 louking back to the tranelations of that petiod, insterd o1 wondering
that se many excellent men Jefi the pate of the Eatatdnhment when the
Heeession comnienced, vut oofy pirptise Jo, that they continued so fong 10
Abida in fiee communion,  No mencates conld have been adupted thay
wete better fitted for seculatiting the Seottish Church than these which
the dominant gasty in her ecelesiastical covrta actually purrued,”

Afier the yoke of pritonage was imposed, the exertions of the falihfu)
for zcf. were mnuch 1 and a new inlet secuted to cote

degtee adventitious, being pnmanly, as we may aficewards find, struge
wlea fut the greater objecte of evangelical 1ruth and otder, thic powemion
of which, alteady o tuch lust, was mote endaugered by wiesting fiom
the people the exercise of their tight ¢~ choose theie minletese,

By such violent procedings 2o those to which we have tefetred, the tide
ol corruption was tolhing on, and thete occurted numesous ezamples of
insalt, outeage, aad defecrivn, respeeting which, were it necemary, wo
might make ample extracts, In particular, fn: regard to patzonage, the
firnt cause of Eecension, which we are now considering, it inay be noticed,
that thie violent rettlement of nunisters was all along persiated in with
Inctensing eagerness, Hence in the idry of one of the fathers of our
Church it is e2id 1— .

“‘The vialent actilement of tninisters was stll carried on, [n the
manth of Marcl, 1332, Mz, Charles Fult was ordained sn Kinfavns, upon
a call sigacd by seven heritors and life-tenters, one of them, viz.: Mr.
Chaigle, of Glendoig, was an elder, and the only gentleman ol our come
munion, who rigned the call, Al the rest of the elders, being ois,
together with the whole congregation, were reclaiming agunst the setiles
ment.

“‘The elders and people at Kinrors, complamed to the Assembly at
this time, agninst the p dings of the last C in the
of Mr. Statk as their minister.  Ife was ordained by a committee of the
Cotntnission ajipointed for that purpose. Al the elders, except one or
o, and the most part of the people of the patuh, as also the Peesbytery,

Butthe A biy d 1 theie 1aint, and app d
the Presbytery of Dunfennline to seccive and entoll Mr, Stark as one of
thelr number. ‘This was one of the violert jriruaivns tvo common 8¢ this
time; but to our A b, for tedieas were all to no

occasioned by the attempt to impose ministers upos patishes, in opp

ts the wishes of the people. In the journal of the Arssembly’s procecdiogs
for 1730, there are recorded no fewer than twelve cases of this descrip-
tion. The mentionieg of this fact may serve to give some idea of the
ogitated state of the country at the time immediately preceding the com-
mencement of the Seceselon, Some of these cases were protracted from one

purpose.”

‘The Am=mbly of 1732, likenisw passed an act, by which it was prae
vided that where the patrons declined or neglected the exercise of their
nights, the ministers should be chosen, not by the chistian people, but by
the msjonty of elders ond hentors, 1f Protestants, * This measure had



