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With this illust;ration ia our mind's oye, can we say, without offonce,
that when a disciple of the Lord with strong roason and weak faith

1 persuades himself to unite with moralists and Lemperanco mnen in their
prudential societiesfor lthe sake of othei's, hoe is to bc regarded with ion-
ienoy and brothcrly consideration ; but if hoe takes part in sucli a seeiety
te make or kccp liiinsoif temuporatv, lie occupies ground wlîolly untenable
iif not intolerable. Is not thc missionary soeiety's framework sucli, ae-
cerding to the esteemcd Franklin, that the mnissionary member oceupies
a position of like nature and character with, the brother whvo makies and
keeps himself more temperate by a distinct society? l s net th1 sm
untauglit wisdoru at the base of ail these societies--all these discretion-
ary embodied arrangements to perfect disciples in the active details of
duty? And whea the priaciples and arrangements of tho Lord's societl
and the principles and arrangements of those new-born socioties are

imade to confront eneli other, do not the now societies require te testify
either that thoey are botter in their peculiar sphero than tho sanctions

and provisions of the divine society, or else th at they are as un-usoful as
ia second nose or a second set of cars te a perfectly developed man ?

To us-wo always spcak frankly-an avowcclly moral or refliousi
scciety te accomplisli anything fairly included in the Lord's socicty, is
as deep an insuit te the groat Author and Iiead as it would be for a
gentleman te enter our dwelling with an armful of bye-laws and say,
Oliphant, yen are the head of your famiiy, but your domestie ordi-

nances are insufficient and your ehuldren will grow up eold, oareless,
and lawless, and nover perform. yeur 'wiIl with fervency and arniability ;
bore are somne prudential, rules which. will instruot you te send thora te
a new faxnily nursery, where, by discretionary wisdomn, thoy xuay be
taught and induced te bo amiable and obedient mozubers of your family.'

But what benefit te the world or te us is the christian sooiety ealled
the churcli if wo need another ' organization' te niake us teipeae

Ithird Ilorganization' te bind us te ho henest, a fourth set of arrange-
ments te give us gravity and sobriety, and still another diseretionary
group of laws ana rogulations te induce evangelizing zeal and to direct
this zeal oeiointly te save sinners? For our part, in aIl sincerity

Jboforo God, se soon as we shahl have sucl a conception of the ehiurcli ofJChrist as will allow us te thinli it necessary te ho encompa.ssed with a
1soparate chapter of prudential laws te, induce or produce, in us honestv, 1
truth, love, zeal, or any moral or religieus virtue, wo shail concludo that


