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CHINESE PECULLARLITIES. l

The Chiacse are a singular people.—1
They ae industrious and ingenious, Lhey
have made very gonziderable advances in'!
the arts and sciences, in some of which

. . . vernnient to some ether place.
they have shown ingenuity and skill f:u-'

Vast numbers of the Chinese live in
beyond that of Burope.  If they had ! .
e . . .. | boats or floating houses, having no houses
been willing, since the opening of Lu-

. to1] from ¢ outeide | O the land.
rapean commerce carn from * outside ', s
L 10 . Canton is estimated at two hundred thou-
barbariane,” they might have added large-

; : 'sand. The men go on shore in the day-
ly to their stock of knowledge, and so-
A . j time, and get \\lmt worl  they canj the
have kept up in the race of improvement.
0 e . | women, in the meantime c.l(n.ng  little
Their sclf-conceit and jealousy of foreign . .
oy | IMORCY by carrying passengers in their
idcas have been as effectunl a bavri
i floating houses, which they manage wi
against the invasion of a higher civ xlu..n-
.(,u..\t dexterity,
tion from the south and east, as the Great| ©
. . X . * 'The male chxlchcn are very carly taught
Wall has been against the irruption of!
. o “to swimy and until they can manage
barbarismn from the north, They are ex- |
. . . 'themeelves in the water, they always
ceedingly ingenious and nice in small;
y : wear @ calabash suspended round their
mo.ters of funey, and will spend years "lt
A n.ck, to buoy them up, in cuse they
patient industey over sone trinket of gow-,
R should fall cverbonrd.
gaw, whos2 only merit will be to excite 7 .
\ . . . ; The boats on-the canals, &3 well a2 on
the \vondcz- and admiration of the curious. )
) L many of rivers, are deawn by men.
But they have no fancy for Inbor-saving
The drawing of the govcafignt barges is
machinay or usclul inventions. ks

s : : < eert of tax on the peopld

their  agricultarad implements me of a Y i peopl.
- cd o the soeviee Ly order of the magis-

tostmplicity. The plow, q
the Loe, and the harraw, all of the rudest Lot

H 1>t &
constraction, are almost the on‘; instine T
ments used,
Tio plow is usuaily drawn by butfalees,

tlw) can enjoy in the pu\'ac) of lxomc -
Such is the law, but, as in othér lands, !
the law is oftengwaded.  ‘The mandarins
;of all ranks are clected for thres years
‘only, and then are appointed by the go-

~

ven
, Whe are provs-

traly patriavehai fral
rates,
certain number of men for the pur-|
™ : Even the wenlthiest formers arve
The spade i seldom seon. i \

Ynot (*\cmpt They must cither do the,
work themsclves or iind substitutes, and’

TPose.

¥

but oftin by men and even women, Int \ It s 1
. .. pay them, a crucl system, and
a country so over-peopled as Ching, it is, POV faem Isacru e, Shs 1‘
‘d.lctuc of much misery, 2ud the men ¢f-

not strange that they do pot desire our|
s ot ettt | i ten desert doring the night,  The officas

machines fer savivg Jabor, manuad Labor, N

. ; are then oblized to send to the neavest
being very abundant wid cheap, and many | N . . !

e R . . viilage, surprise the men in their beds,
millicns depending upon it for subsist- A
ence and drive them off the yachts. If they
) { attempt to eseape, or l,lead old age or ine
lfirmity, ss an excusc. they are whipped
in, and compelled to work, till their
keepers are canght napping, when they
are sure to run away, to be catght again
1 by the noxt yacht that comes along.

Not only are men emploved to drav W
the plow and the harrow, but as carringe |
inorscs. to convey .ne mogistrates and,

ke nobles from place to place.  The man- |
("x:‘ws, who are a sort of inferior magis-
trates, are net allowed (o walk in public. |

It is strictly forbidden as inconaistcm,
with their official dignity. They never
80 out, except in u sedan chair, with a
proper retinue of attendants. They arelana is cultivated ; probably all the towns,
also prohibited from sarticipation in the | plantations, and scttlements are within
commom amusements of the pcoplo, as ! less than fifty miles of the sea coast. *Be-
unfitting them for the more serious duties yond that arc d€nse and almost impene-
of their station.  They are not pcrmxttcd‘ trable forests, abonm'lmg in inexhaustible
to entertain their fiiends with theatricsl * 1reasures of rare and valuable woods. This
representations except at stated periods. region is seldom visited by travelers, and
Gaming, private Visits, and assisting in’ ot even by the inhabitants of the culti-
public meetings are all prohibited to them, : vated portion of the country, save for the
while they remuin in ofice.  ‘They in-!porpose of obtaining the rieh woods for
dulge in no amusemen's, exeopt sueh as: sexportation.  \s theze ave no roads nor

A REMARKABLE NUT. .
Only a small portion of British Gui-

wohoa

MIS CELLA NY

‘The water population of

Bvary district s obligud to furs

footpaths through the forests by land, ex-
cursions into the interior are made with
tboats upon the rivers.  Indians are em-
ployed, on these inland voyages, to propel
the boats, and, when a lading is made,
to cut away, with their machete, the
underwood, vines, &e., which render the
forests impassable. It is usual for the
voyaging party to cncamp on shore at
night.

Among the great vaiicty of trees, nuts,
and fruits that abound in this productive
region, there is a nut, the sced of & tree,
which is mére remarkable and curious
than all others. This wonderful ®nut
slightly resembles a bitter walnut in ex-
ternal appearance, yet it often attains to
the size of an English walnut. It grows
with o smooth husk of rind covering
thin shell.  When dried, the outside of
y the shell is of a dark brown color, while
(the inside is whitish, with o beantiful

pearly surfece.  The kernel of the nut
j srows in the form of a sna ke, as it lics
coiléd upon the ground. One end is
;large, resombling tie head of the snake,
I;md frem this it gra-lually tapers, in coils
Ito the other extremity.  The entire length
i of the kernel, if uncoiled, would be from
| six to eight i mcnci, according to the size
iof the nut. When fresh from “the trec,
i the kérnel may be thus uncoiled, and if
fsuspended in 2 bottle of spivits, it appears
ilike a miniature snake,

While the nut is green, the kernel is
white, and fills the shelly but when it
ripens, and has been kept for a long time,
the kernelbecomes shrunken, hard, and
of a dark, weoly appearance, more nearly
resembling a dried snake than any thing
clse with which we can compare it. The
serpentine form of the embroyo may be
distinetly observed, on first opening the
shell, although it iy entircly covered hy
a thin, brownish, silky skin. This skin
may be easily removed, and then the per-
fect form of the snake eppears, with coils
more distinctly scparated than in the
snake. The-spaces within the coils of
a greea nut are filled with a downy, or
silken substance, which hardens when
drying, yct it is easily removed. When
vegetatitg, its root-germ springs from the
small end of the embryo. Under a mi-
croscope, the appearance of the interior
of the kernel is very much like that of a
picce of coarse grained maple sugar.

The traveler who discovered and named




