
fallen severai of the islands in these seas, N-Aiere ehiristianityý lias beeri enibraced'
as if to try the faithi and sincerity of the natives. After the introduction of çlhria-
tianity on Rarotonga the population wvas greatly rcduced Iby disease, and the is-
land was desolated by hutrricanes. When the inissionaries lrad be2n on Samnoa a-
bout as long a tinie -as 1 have spent on Aneiteurin, a civil war broke out and con-
tinued for saine years. wvhicli sevecely tested the inissionary work. 1 cannot Fay
whiat efllect, the calainities whichi 1 have inentioyed inay$ have on the natives or
this island. but so far as 1 have liad an opjrortunity of convert;ing with tlrcui, they
Seemn to takce a proper view of thein, and itiany natives «it a distance have sent nie
Word thiat tlieir trials h1ave irn no respect %va-zkpned thieir attachinent to hiirty
and tliat they are ready to, subînit to, God's wvili in ail things.

In looking at our troubles, wie are sustaincd by the assurance that God doeth
ail things Wveil. The mission needed these trials, or thoy ivoul fot have been
sont. They appear dark and miysterious to us at proscrnt, but God rnay ha:ve gra-
cious and benevolent designs in view by them. 1 trust that tboy inay not ho dis-
couraging to the church at home, they arc trot s0 to us here, thougli wue fel thorai
mueh. May they lead you and us to more humble dopcndence on Ciod, anrd liioro
earnest and przivoi-ltl efforts for the furtherance of bis cause. In the providence
of' Uod it somietimes liappexis that great judginnts are followed by great niecies.
Let us pray, and hope, and ixdieve that it inay bè so, in tho present instance.

NEI111n1OUiNG ISLANDS
regret that 1 cannot grive you information about the neighlhonl.rng islands, as

we have not had comunication wvitli thein for three raonths. Th7le -Jolii Knox"'
was lamnelied this wvcek and %vill sail l'or 'the isiands in a luw days. Our breilireir
ivill prolJnbly have trials to, record as ivell as ourselv-s.

1 long nituelr f)r letters. We have not yct heard of the arrivai of our dear chul-
dren in 'Nova Scotia. A vess-il is expected from Sydney next wcok, and ivili pro.
bably brin; us thre lctters wve s0 muchrl desire.

TL.(U(:UTS ON THE UNION.
I trust that tIhe union betiveen oir owni and theu Froc Chiurei lias takeon place, or

is near at hîaîd. Suchi an event wvould bu :rdIvantagyeouts to tIhe cause of' religion
at homne, and to tic mnissionrs of tIre respective cli rdres ahroad. As s:oon as you
consuiinniate the mnatter at liroie, iiiighit not a brother frorn the, r re Cillirel lie
sent to this mission, and one froin our own bc sent to Turkey. Th'Iis would imter.
est butIn branches ini thc respective missions, aird practicahly unite us who arc on
tIre mission fid. 1 reirain, Rev. and Dear Sir, evor yours. &c..

IRcv. James Bayne, Sec. B,. F. M.. P>. C3. N. S. JouN "GEDLIIE.

ANEITEUM, APRIL lSth, 1861.
BEV. Am) DFAR SIR :-Tlre "1Jolin Kniox" lias just arrîved from Tan-.. Sie

brings tIhe sad tidings tliat our dear brother Joinston is no more, and thrat seve-
-rai or Ulic Anieiteumnese have died of mîcasies and dysetitery. Mr. Paton's. valu-
able lutter to you contains al necessary infornmation, ami wili bu rend %vith in-
tense irîtercst by tire (3hurchi at large. Mrs. Jolinston lias come to tInsislad
and will romain witlr us for thre prescrit. le.r hecaltlh is not good, and slice.suffers
froui foyer and ague. SIre lias ail our sympatiry in lier great affliction.

'W e are ail indcbtcd, to Mr. Pîtton for tIre fiff account lie lias written of our
brotirers' illness. Ilc is of opinion that deati va-s caused by the inimoderate use
of laudanumn. Mr Jolinston thouglît that Iris disease wvas inflammation of the
brain. Froiri tire information given to me by. Mrs Jolriston 1 slrould incline toe
tihe id(.a, that lie died or apopiuxy in its sertis foi ni. I thiîrk that Nvrti die
information containcd in Mr. Patoir's lutter to You, and Mrs. Jolriston's letters,
a medical inan oniglit bc ablec to give .1mi opinion of tIe case satisfactory to fricîrds,

The death of our (lear brother, thoughi gain to, liin, is a serious loss to, the
Mission. Ile wvas air amiable mani, and Iris piety, zeai and dcvotcdr.css frtted ii
for eininexit useuurss. Blis nifectionate dispos-ition anîd manner soon ivon tie
liuarts of tIhe natives, and lire ivas a favourite aiaorg thras by wlroin lie wvas
known. Ilis naime wvii1 long bu renîîernbcrcd on Ancitini. Blit why was a
mnan of sticli promise reuroved at tIre vcry commeuincement of Iris înissionary lire?
Thnis is a inystcry whricli cternity clone vvill reveai. God's thonglîts are mot as
our tliougliti, neitlmer arc bis ways as our ways. Clouds and dzirkncss arc round

iEf)t g2oille anb fforciqn U£Corb.1861. 24()


