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intelligrent students or thecir iîiw woluld
regrard tie covennt

'l'bis day wvas spcially coîîsecratcd to
devout occupiationl %ith lîoly tboughts. Ia
carlier pcriodq tia people visited the pro-
plbctq to listen ta their. inslrqitin. anti
exhiirtittiown. It %ras a day of lboly a8scnî-
ily; Ille religious service wvas, cspccially iii
inter tiinCs, înost solcmnn, and in the syna-
gogutes tlîiv litw was read ta the roîîgregi-
tiim. Eveii ligigt, t!ioughtiess, evcry day
,'oîvcriation Nvere at-oided on the Sahbatlî.
It w:is iiitendvdPt to. inilIcc the Israciite ta
reflect on the state of lis sotil and en the
nature of bis conduct, and thus ta hc a day
of self-exaînination, of true repentance
:itid internai rcformation. For the sabiîath
is lioly anti the rest of the sabfîatbi is a
sancliflcation ; it shahl fIll the plous man
with a p)art of the boliness of the Creator,
.%Bd tlîereftîrc t!î sabliatît k significantiy
cunneced witit the nuitiber seven wbieh
represents bioliness andu divine perfection.
The more incomprehiensiule is the opinion
of those, wvho place the wvholc Nweighit of
the sabbath ini the inere negative elenient of
refrain ing froi labour, w ithout aiiowin-
thalt that; igrat institution inupiies another
positive emnent, whichi constitutes its real
;i more internat el.aracter. Freedoin
frotn tilt occupation, both physical and mten-
tal and moral is indolence and tblougbitless-
iîess and al)athy wvicis cannot possibly and
on nny accotint proîltce that sanctification,
wlsiiclî is the ulterior aim of ailItunian
aspiîrations. T1'ie rest of (lad is atar pro.
totvpe; but Gai! wktcbes and miles (it
inigbtlie b aided carnies on bis r-edeemingt
%verk) and is a perl'éct spirit at aIl tînes.
To approach lîbai is theretbre the end of
duie sabbath ; mental anti moral indifferencc
woulti remave uis from, hini, and tbe sab-
fiatlu, inistcad of being the greatest blessing
of inankind wvouid bu the grcatest curse.

loihl.Te regulations of the Lo-
vitical code and the usages of the Jewisli
people show that the sablîath vras a day of
worslnp. Mr. Bennett admits tîtat there
was ptublic wvorship, nt the tabernacle or
temple, but supposes tiiiit there couid be
noue in any other part of thue land. It is
ituc that iii ortiiuory cases thecir sacrifices

couid be offcred only nt the tabierrncle, but
a close examination of tho Oit! Testament
wouid have shown flot oniy the command
for soienin religions assemblies, hîut ample
provision mnade for titeir maintenance
tbrougbotut the land. In Lev. xxiii. 3, we
have tue commnantd, «' Six day-s shall work
lie donc, but the seventît dtty is tht, sabbath
Of rest, A 11oux CONVOCATION." Un-
doubtetly this wvas tbe Origin of the syna-
gogtte %vorsbip. Sounte %vriters indecd have
supposed that this institution originated nt
the tine of tbe Babylonish captivity But
not only is there no evidence, of tItis, but it
is opposed ta tbe farets Of tbe case.

For the worship) tbus appointed ample
provision wvas matie iîy the separation or
tue 'vboie tribe of Levi. It lias lîcen sup-
posed tiîat tbeir whlîoe work wvas the dis-

fchai-go of priestiy functions. But. it is
easy ta show tbe conitrary. Onîy a sinali
numbet- of diose were pricsts, antI a sniali

nunîiber wvonid hc suifficient for ail the
îîriestiy %vork of tbe sanctuary, more espe-
ciaiiy as they hiad tbe Nethininis as ser-
vants ta do aIl thte laborious work. And if
thecir work wvas eolely tie priestly dutieE at
tbe sanc:uary, ho'v came it that tluey were
setticd in ail parts of the land anti cities
assigiiet tbeni iii cvery tribe ? Was it tbat
the greater portion of onc t"-be wvas ta bo

kept iii idîeness at the expense of the
others ? On the contrary, it ks expressly
assertcd, tbat dîcir office wvas that of teacli-
iug tue people. Sec Detît. xxxiii. 10;
Lev. x. 11l; Mai. ii. 5-7; 2 Citron. xvii. 8
9. Ilence whcen iii later Limes ive have the
synagogue wvarsuip more partieularly de-
scribetl, ive f itît the reading and cxpotind-
ing tbc iawv promincunt amang its obser-
V-ances.

We inay add that in the subsequcuit his-
tory tberc arc indication of the synagogue
wvorship. rThe language of the Shunamite
2 Kings iv. 23, " Wherefore Nwiit thou go
ta Mi (Elijah) it is neitîter new moon itor
sabbathi," shows that it wvas thea the prac-
tice ta resort ta the prophets for religîous
instrtuction an the Sabhath. In ]?salm
lxxiv., beside the destruction of the temple
it i8 s.iid,-" Tbey have burned tup ail the
synagý,ogue,3 of God in flic land," a passage
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